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CHAPTER L 



THB HOLT SCRIPTURES. 

Heed we stronger proof of the necessity of a 
Divine revelation, than what is given in the two 
first chapters of the first epistle of Paul to the 
Corinthians? Read them at your leisnre, and see 
with what a force of reasoning the apostte dwells 
ixpon the subject, proving that the very wisdom 
of the world is foolishness with God ; and that It 
is impossible for the mere carnal or unenlighten* 
ed mind to comprehend the glories of the spir- 
itual world: for "the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
tfiem, because Uiey are spiritucdly discerned/' 1 
Cor. ii. 14 But should some judge fiirther 
I* 
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6 THE BOLT SCRIPTtJRES. 

evidence to be necessary, let the history of the 
heathen world at large be brought as a con- 
firmation of the need and blessing of reve- 
lation, wherein all the wisdom of the wise, 
respecting the knowledge of God, is proved to 
be arrant foolishness. Attend to the dbsnrdi- 
ties that disgrace the system of the wisest phi- 
losophers, when devoid of this revelation. Of 
what avail was all the learning of Rome and 
Greece, to prevent ^them from framing to their 
darkened and vain and foolish imaginations, 
deities preposterous and detestable ? While eve- 
ry vile lust and monstrous abomination was 
eten deified for their adoration, there Was 
scarcely an idea to be found amiong them of a 
Grod of those infinite perfections that the Bible 
reveals. And if such was the condition of the 
more learned and civilized part of mankii»l, no 
wonder that we find the rest of the &llen race, 
if possible, still more deeply immersed in this 
universal ignorance of God. The unhappy 
mariner tossed about in the midst of the .oceaUi 
without either chart or compass, and made th# 
sport of every variable wind, cannot represeni 
to us a deeper scene of misery and distress, than 
we should sustain were we deprived of this 
Massed book. The Sible alone IkMs forth 
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a God of infinite porily, eternal jastioe, «Bd 
ei^hied with all pos^e perfections. 

The Bible, while it has so many .wise things 
in it, conld not have been the composiUon of 
fcols ; nor yet of bad men, as the design of it is 
entirdy to counteract the corru|>t maxims and 
had principles of the world, and to inculcate 
that which is excellent and good ; nor yet of 
designing men, as it was composed by so many 
d^Ssrent penmen, and at such difSsrent i^es of 
the world. . 

While^we give credit to the Holy Scriptares 
as containing a complete revelation from Qod^ 
we feel ourselves impregnable, as in a nm^ 
nition of rocks; and the miserable evasions of 
the enemies of truth, and their methods of 
defenoB, prove the futility of their cause. 

^ The invariable rule we should act upon, 
in the interpr^ation of the Scriptures, is to 
make them speak consist^itly with th^n^ 



Oh the JumpUcity, the ^i^i^y, the beauty of 
Afie lanflii^ of the KUa^the iq»ritttal laa- 
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8 THE HOLT 0C&IPTTJBS8. 

guage of God the Holy Sinrit ! The longer I 
live in the world, and the more I read my Bible, 
the more I am struck at the excessive energyi 
the glorious strength of its phraseology, — so 
&r beyond any thing that is human. I remem- 
ber, when at the university, many years ago, 
there was one who pretended to great wisdom, 
and to have a wonderful insight into the things 
of God He could i)ot, he said, see the wonder- 
ful passages some were so fond of. I pointed 
out that passage, "When Christ, who is our 
Ufe, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory." But what is meant by Christ 
being the Ufe of the soul ? The dead can know 
nothing of life ; nor can those who have not 
been made partakers of Divine life comprehend 
&e beauty of those passages which speak of its 
nature and effects. 

The richness and glory which rest upon the 
language of Inspiration are peculiar to itself 
We are never so assured that we make people 
wise unto salvation, as when we lead them to 
be acquainted with Uie pure word of God itself 

There are those who make a great boast of 
their ratimdlity^ who consider then^ves too 
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l-HB HOLY SCRIPTURES. 9 

Vise to bend to the creed which the ffible 
hsJi set before them. They have not the least 
idea of going Uke little children, that they may 
be taught of God how to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven^ according to the Scriptures laid 
before them. But after all that preposterous 
interpretations and false criticisms have been 
able to accomplish, enough is left to blast all 
their feeble eiforts to make the language of 
the Bible comport with the sort of Infidel 
Christianity which that party so strenuously 
support. 

I^ a& some tell us, we are only to believe the 
Bible so far as it is ccHisonant with reason, we 
are likely to be terrildy misguided; because 
reason, among our dark and ignorant race, is 
so much under the influence of prejudice and 
passion. If twenty men of different persuasions 
be called tc^ether, however flatly they may 
contradict eafh other, they would all tell you 
they are guided by reason. 

The doctrine of a divine change in the heart 
of 3aaan, is a foil proof of the divine origin of 
lSie Scripttees. None but a God of almighty 
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10 THS HOLT SCRZPTimBB. 

power, could dare to give the promise to change 
the heart of man^ since nothing short of socH 
an aloughty power can accomplish a change 
so glorious. 

Spiritual truths can only be spiritually dis- 
cerned : the Bible is a most delightful and sur- 
prising book to those who are under the illu- 
minating grace of the gosqpel. 

Ignorant minds may flounder and wander 
about, because they know nothing of the 
truth; but to those whose minds are enlight- 
ened from above, all will appear brilliancy 
itself. I may take a man out on a fine star* 
light night, and, pointing to a star of the first 
brilliancy and magnitude, I may say, " Do you 
see that beautiful star t" and he says, " No ; I 
do not." Why, how is this ? the man is blind. 
And so, because he cannot see it, it is not 
there ! 

We never come into the regions of wisdonii 
till we are among the pure in heart. 

Infidels make it an otgection against the pa- 
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rnSE HOLY SCRlFTTTAfiS. 11 

r^ denianded by the ffiUe, that human nature 
<^tnnot come up to it. So they settle the mat* 
ter ; not by force of argument, but from what 
they fed in th^nselves : the Bible must be 
wrong because they fed wrong. The fiict is, 
that they love sin too well to believe die 
Bible. 

I once heard of a deist, who could ridicule 
the BiUe, while he was entirely ignorant of its 
cont^its and design. But when he was re- 
ferred to the twelfth of the Romans, he was 
not only struck with the purity and sublimity 
of the subject, but at his own wickedness and 
folly, for having ridiculed a book so wonder- 
fully calculated to promote the good of man* 
kind. 



All the Ipng vanities of the Pharisees of 
old, who worshipped God according to the 
traditions of their fathers in their way, and 
all the idle traditions and nonsensical cere- 
monies of the church of Rome in the present 
day, the sooner we get rid of them the bet- 
ter. The Bible ! The Bible alone is the book 
we ought to go by. That is the only book 
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13 TOE GU>I.¥ SCIUPTV&SB^ 

which tells us who has Ibe power to par* 
don the peniteot 8imi«r, wad by wtuise gvace, 
and Spirit our hearts are divinely changed. 



When texts of Scripture are brou^t hooia 
to people's minds in a fanciful manner, in my 
opinion very delusive consequences may be 
the result. I first ask, by what authority do 
I take such passages, as though they were 
designed as an express revelation individually 
to me ? If my recollection reminds me of them, ' 
does it not become me to examine whether 
I possess the same humble, penitent, believing" 
frame of mind, as they possessed to whom 
they were originally addressed ? then the same 
blessing is certainly mine as well as theirs. 
Nor does a strong and fanciful recollection. of 
them add in the least to the blessing contained 
in them. If otherwise, the stronger fancy 
operates, the stronger a lying delusion may, 
operate upon my mind : for none but penitent 
believers- will ever be pardoned, however a 
deluded fancy may deceive them. Not that I 
deny the superintendency of the Holy Spirit^ 
to bring home different passages of Scripture* 
to the mind; but it is a duty we owe to our* 
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THJB HOLY ^MremB^ t3 

mlns, ti> eqomdet t}iem in all thtir ^wn be«f * 
kigs, fadfore we take theconacd^tioQ pf &ei9i to 
oursdLves. 



Tiiere is one part of tfa^ Scripture of which I 
am particularly fond as a famVLy book — I 
mean the book of Proverbs : and if any man 
reads this book carefully over, he wiH fiiid how 
his conduct should be ordered. 



What a glorious gospel is that which im- 
prints the very image of Grod upon the mind I 
How is it possible for any to live in sin, who 
have felt the gospel to be the power of God to 
the salvation of their souls. 



When the devil knew how to qm^ Scrips 
toM &lsely, Christ knew how to quote it truly ; 
and it is for us, whenever we are tempted, 
to go to the Kbie, and see whether we can- 
not find something suitable to oofiwuIb in thai 
hour of temptaticm. 



I'fe&ing in the world repels die 
2 
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14 THE HOLT 8CBIPTt7R«0; 

temptations so well, as when we can 
on a good promise, and set it in opposition 
to die devil's malke against our precious 
souls. 



O how lovely is the gospel to the convinced 
soul! Sinai's thunders are now no more. 
The angry God, and sin-avenging Judge, be- 
comes the sinner's best Friend, the reconciled 
God and Father in Christ Jesus. Such is the 
mercy, grace, and love, that freely flow in 
Jesus to the last ! The poorest shall find the 
most hearty welcome ; for his mercy is free for 
the vilest o^ the vile* 



Suffer me to conclude by beseeching you, 
by all that is dear and tender, to lay th^se 
thin|;s most closely to heart. While I thus 
Bddiess you, I feel the most affectionate sym- 
pathy towards you that words can possibly ex- 
press. 1 pray you, therefore, to go home, and 
lay this message to heart. The expaiided arms 
of a dear Redeemer are now open, to embrace 
every returning prodigal that is enabled to re- 
ceive this gospd call. None are too vile tat 
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THK HOLY flCHIPT9BKS. 16 

vasrcj to receive. The Lord of loye has given 
you the promise — ^Whosoever cometh to me I 
will ia no wise cast out Even so^ Lord Jesus. . 
Amen and amen. 
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CHAPTER n 



OF GOD AND HIS PROVIDBNCB. 

While the infinite existence of God is far 
beyond the reach of reason, yet every other 
idea of his existence is irrational and absurd. 
That which may be above our reason may 
still be raticmal in itself, and thus God has re* 
vealed himself to man in that word which is 
our glory and our boast. These things must 
be so from the nature of things themselves, 
and God cannot be otherwise than as he is thus 
revealed. 

And what is the natural conclusion which 
must be drawn from these considerations of 
the nature of God ? Why, that a being, infi- 
nitely independent in himself, can never stand 
in need of the mast exalted services of any of his 
creatures, while all his creatures stand in mo- 
mentary need of him. Even your little children, 
who are Uving upon the bounty of yoxu: paternal 
lovei lay you under no obligations, because 
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OF GOD AND HIS PROVIDEKCE. 17 

tfaej love and obey you. If their obedience be 
pleasing, yet they cannot add to your inde-- 
pendent hap{Hness, by any poor attempts of 
service they may have to produce before you. 
You have no need of them, while without your 
supporting hand they can in no degree support 
themselves. Thus it stands between us and 
a holy independent Grod ; and the same ideas 
that are so deducibk from the nature of God in 
himself, present themselves before us in the 
revelation of his most holy law. 



* We never can make God die holy (rf)ject of our 
confidence, but as the infinite excellency of hia 
Divine nature is duly set before us. The ma- 
jesty of his existence, as displayed in all bis 
attributes, is a subject far more glorious tha^ 
mortal minds can reach. Yet when I come to 
consider the grandeur of his power, the infinity 
of his wisdom, the dignity of his justice, the con- 
descension of his love, and every other attribute 
in which absolute perfection can possibly exist,^ 
and in which all that is holy, great, and good^ 
are at once ccmjoined, my mind is filled with 
reverence and awe ; and yet while I lie before 
him in the dust, when I omsider that b» has 
2* 
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UeMed me with those intellectual powers when*' 
bf 1 can contemfdate all thooe excellent glories 
which exist in him, I find a native dignity be* 
longing to my own mind also, and feel myself 
thankful that 1 exist in him ; that I am called to 
adere a Deity so infinitely glorious in himself; 
ihat I can lire under the smiles of his counte- 
nance, and under the existence of his almighty 
power. And if we are but enabled to acknowl- 
edge him in all our ways, while we can readily 
believe in him on all oqcasions, and humbly con* 
fide in him throughout all our difficulties in life| 
how blessedly shall we feel our minds dig- 
nifitfi and supported by this our solemn &ith in 
hiipL 

I can no more explain the infinite hatred of 
God to sin, than I can tell you the height of ihe 
heavens above. Infinite holiness must have an 
infinite hatred against every thing that is un- 
holy. God's heaven is himself, and his own 
happiness is his own eternal and essential holi- 
ness ; and could God be deprived of this, he 
would cease to be happy. 



Watse Gabriel himsdf to presume to boast, 
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OF 0OD AND HIS PftOVIpirNCC 1§ 

and wdre the Lord to answer him, '^ Take th«l 
which is thine, and go th^ way ;" would be not 
sink into nothing before his Ood? No wondef| 
therefore, that while they are performing their 
highest acts of obedience, they are described as 
veiling their faces, and giving all the glory to 
him who has made them what they are, and 
who still upholds them by the arm of his al- 
mighty power. If, then, the proud boast of 
merit be inconsistent even with angels them- 
selves, what should our language be, when sin- 
ners of our d^raved race shall be called to 
stand in his holy presence, who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, but with infinite detes- 
tation and eternal abhorrence ! 

Not to depreciate that which may be praise- 
worthy in our outward conduct between man 
and man, as it relates to the inward state of our 
minds, before a Being of infinite purity, " Who 
can stand when he appeareth T When Job saw 
the infinite purity of God, with what solemn 
surprise did he cry, " Behold, I am vile !** And 
when the prophet Isaiah heard the seraphim's 
voices cry, " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts !" he said, " Wo is me, for I am undone !" 
If the most holy and exalted of the saints of God 
thus humbled themselves in the di*st before himi 
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20^ (W* GOD AND HIS PROVIDENCE. 

instead of our boasting of the merit of our 
righteousness, how much more cause have we 
to lie in the dust, on account of the demerit of 
our sinfiilness. 



Holiness is the perfection, holiness is the very 
heaven of God ; and you and I have heaven 
restored to us, just as far ais the image of God is 
restored to out minds. Believing in him, we 
are changed into the same image ; and, being 
thus redeemed, we are enabled to rejoice " with 
a joy which is unspeakable and full of glory." 
It is a grand truth, therefore, that, as God is infi* 
hitely holy in himself, he must be so, also, in his 
own law. 

What is the nature of God, that must ever be 
the will of God. He who is holy in his nature, 
must be so in his laws. God must^ therefore, 
ever behold sin with infinite detestation, and he 
miist pronounce the sentence of condemnation 
on him who commits it. The law condemns 
the sinner, and not one jot or tittle of that law 
can ever be violated. 

The law is the letter that killeth as to all ex- 
pectaticm of good from ourselves ; all hope of 
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OF GOD AND HIS PROVIDBITCB. 21 

flftlvation by our own good works is therefore fel- 
ladous. 



Every expression which has a tendency to 
withdraw our minds from the perfect purity of 
God's law, must also prove equally subversive of 
the gospel of Christ ; and we may easily judge 
what an unhallowed influence this must pro- 
duce on the hearts of men. 



It is said that God is merciful ; yes, and be is 
infinitely just. But can any thing be more 
awful than when we presume upoa the mercy 
of God to insult his justice and forbearance, by 
transgressing his law, which is well said to be 
holy, just, and good; or, as our Lord has 
summed it up, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and all thy mind, and 
all thy soul and strength ; and love ihy neigh- 
bour as thyself?" In the first place, we are told 
how our hearts may be purified, by loving an 
infinitely'holy God, which never can be, unless 
we love him and long to be holy in our own 
heai^ts ; while we are further directed, in the 
second place, to make each other happy, for his 
Mune's sake. 
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22 OF ODD AND HIS PHOVIDBlffCB. 

- How great is the mercy, when we can |»ay 
with earnestness that God would take the msBOk^ 
agement of the desires of the heart, that we 
may feel that what is the wish of oar mind is Ae 
wish of our God! 



"When God says, " Let there be light," is it in 
the power of all hell to create darkness 1 When 
he says, "Arise, shine," shall not Omnipo- 
tence prevail? We triumph while we believe 
in God. " If God be for us, who can be against 
usT* 

When Mr. Hill Was once speaking on the love 
of God, and had commenced a variety of striking 
illustrations of the subject, he rather suddenly 
paused, and exclaimed, " But I am unable to 
reach the lofty theme ; and yet I don't think that 
^e little sprat that swarms in the mighty ocean 
ever complains that there is too much water for it 
to swim in ; so it is with me : I may be per- 
mitted, with my Uttle sprat-like powers, to {dunga 
into a subject I shall never be able fully to com- 
prehend." 

How is it possiUe for a Qeing of infinite knre- 
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W aQ2> AND BIS PBOVIDEKCS* 23 

in whom we live eyery moment^ and 
more, and have oiir constant being — ^how is it 
possible for Htm to exp^t any thing less firmn 
us than that we should love one another in re- 
turn ? If l^slators were to meet U^ther to 
make a law for the universal good o{ mankind, 
could they make one equal to that, ^^Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself?" 

Grod has undertaken to regulate his people's 
affairs, and his infinite care is sufficient with- 
out their paltry anxiety ; they may fret and 
foam, but God will never commit the govern- 
ment and aff*airs of his providence ipto their 
hands. Anxious care respecting temporal con- 
cerns is injurious ; it occupies the mind which 
^ should be otherwise employed, it breaks in upon 
our thoughts in duty, it injures our temper, and 
depresses our spirits. 

Who can trace the dispensations of Provi- 
dence, that takes away the most desirable and 
shining characters, in the midst of their us^ul- 
ness, wd in the prime of life ; while the wicked 
and the worthless are permitted to live, and 
saemiagly for no other purpose, than by their 
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• 

vile example to spread contain and deaAil 
Yet surdy it most be acknowledged, that whife 
the righteous are the great^t blessings the eazA 
can enjoy, by our sinfulness we forfeit our Hi«r- 
eies, and in judgment he de{»rives us of than ; 
while the wicked, who are our greatest curse, 
in deserved wrath, he permits still to exist as an 
evil blight. 

If we look only at the confusion which exists 
around us, we shall see but little sign of the 
fulfilment of the great revealed purposes of 
God. But he does design to raise, from the 
apparently incongruous materials which are 
scattered upon the earth, a temple to his own 
glory, of which his people are to be the lively 
stones. What appears to us to be irregularity 
and disorder, will all be made subservient to 
the plan of the great Architect. We must not 
regard present appearances so much as future 
prospects; only let us be found working for 
God. The Lord is at work, in polishing and 
framing for their places the living stones of 
his glorious building, that we may be made 
like unto him who is himsdf the chief Ck)mer* 
stone* 
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• 

I want to put np with all things but sin; 
I want to have no wtilihg nor wishing : there 
is nothing more pleasant than to give our* 
sdves up entirely to Qod. I want, first, to 
consider Providence. I am told, and I believe 
it, there is not a sparrow falls to the ground 
without his permb«on. In every thing that 
occurs I want to eye God ; but let me be kept 
in the way of duty ; let me not swerve from 
ttiis. What I cannot make out now, I shall 
by-and-by ; what we know not now we shall 
know hereafter. 
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OP THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

To the Lord Jesas Christ sdl the powers c^ 
creation are ascribed ; but the brightest among 
angels cannot create an atom, or give exist* 
ence to a worm : as creatures, they are noth- 
ing in themselves; for "in God they Uve, 
and move, and have their being :" not such a. 
being as our God and Saviour the Lord Jesus ; 
he was the creator of all things, consequently 
the creator of angels. St"J(An says, "All 
things were made by him ; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made — and 
in him was life,^' John i. 3, 4. Paul adds bis 
testimony to ^at of John ; for unto the Son he 
affirms it is said, " Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever : a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre o{ thy Mngdom. Thou hast loved 
righteousness, ana hated iniquity; therefore 
God," even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above tfty^&llows. And, 
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Thou, Lord, in the be^^iming hast laid the 
fimndation of the earth, and the heavens are 
the works of thy hands: they shall perish; 
but thou remainest: and they all shall wax 
old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture shalt 
thou fold them up, and they shall be changed ; 
but thou art the san^, and thy years shall not 
fail," Heb. i. 8—12. But lest some, after all, 
dKmM ^orantly mistake him for the framer 
of the buildlDg, by tt^ superior orders of God 
his Father, and not the actual Lord and pos- 
sessor of the building itself; even herein this 
sacred truth is astonishingly guarded by the 
same apostle, who assures us, that not only by 
him, but for him, " were all things created," 
€5ol. i. 16* All worlds were made by his great 
decree, and are upheld by him as their eternal 
Lord. All their vast inhabitants, from the 
meanest reptile to the highest seraph, are the 
workmanship of his hands, and still subsist by 
his almighty care. Thrones, dominions, prin- 
dpahties, and powers, were brought into ex- 
istence by him and for him,.and by his eternal 
{»K>i^dence they still exist to bespeak his bound- 
less praise. Cavils, in abundance, it is well 
kno^im, have been invented to invalidate the 
strongest arguments \xpoa this subject: thus 
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&t is uadoubCedly evidnit, that from A^ plaiti 
reading of the Scfiptiu«5, b]^ &r the greats 
part of mankind have, been led to worship 
Ghrist as God : consequently, if Christ be n<^ 
God, the Bible itself has led its thousands to a 
wrong object of supreme adoration. Was ever 
book composed of man so essentially misunder- 
stood ? Do not the Socinians themselves give 
the strongest argiiments to the deists against the 
blessing of revelation. 



Paul, in writing to Titus, says, ^« After that 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
towards man appeared, not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of tfie Holy Ghost; 
which he shed on us abundantly, through JesUs 
Christ our Saviour." If in the former part of 
this passage the term Saviour is only Xo be 
applied to the supreme God, and in the latter 
the term is apjJied to Jesus Christ, as engaged 
in the work of the salvation of men, is it pos- 
sible to resist the jdainest condusion which can 
be drawn, that the same glorious appdlat»>ti in 
its highest sense is equally to be ascribed to CM 
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tkfi Falh^, and to his \)reU4)elov#d Son Ae 
Loid Jesus Christ, as Ibe God (rf our salTatkm. 



All the lights in the world put together will 
not show the sun ; it is only to be seen by its 
own effects. So the Sun of righteousness is 
only to be seen by human eyes, as the fulness 
and brightness of the Father's glory, by the 
light which guides his people to himself. 

To connect any human being as co-operating 
with the Divine Being in any work that is 
beyond the reach of human power, is Very 
pro&ne. Then how are we to understand 
what Peter says of obtaining '^ like precious 
iaith with us, through the righteousness of 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ T Through 
tl^ righteousness of God, and a mere cre^ure, 
if he were a fallible and peccable man. So 
the benediction of Paul to Titus, " Grace, mer- 
cy, and peace from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.'' Could 
a mere human being be the giver of grace, 
mercy, and peace, in connexion with God the 
Eternal Father? Suppose the name Moses, the 
vu^gin Mary, or even of an ^gel, had been 
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xne&tiDMd with God the I^her, wfaiit sliloiild 
we hare thought of it ? 



Nothmg can be more true, than that Christ is 
the Uving Head of his Church. He is most 
beautifully and most emphatically called Life, 
" In him was life" and his highest character is, 
that of the Living God. 



I have often admired the sweet tautology, if 
such it may be called, of the precious name of 
Jesus throughout the whole of Paul's epistles;- 
wherein he can scarcely write a single line with- 
out mentioning and exalting the Lord's Christ 
as the believing sinner's all in all. 

*<I am determined not to know any thii^ 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crud- 
fied.'* How fully do these words contain the 
whole substance of the gospel salvation 7 Man 
by sin is totally destroy^, cast out of the 
&,vour of Gk)d, under his tremendous curse, 
utterly undone, ^thout the least power of 
bringing salvation to his own heart ; when a 
crucified Redeemer comes down from heav^t, 
steps in to save, by introducing a conqdete 
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and eirldflnBti^ ri^teousiiess, for the reeorery 
of ereiy sinner, that is enabled through graee . 
to accept it. What a delightful message is 
this ! What a message of mercy and k>v6) 
to a set of rdt^els apostatized from God, and 
in ^rect rebelHon against him ! 



It has been said, that the word atonement 
is made use of but once in the New Testa- 
ment, and that there it might have been other- 
wise translated. In reply to this we say, that 
we do not contend for words, but things. Are 
we to have nothing to do with morals be- 
cause the word morality is not once m^ationed 
in Scripture ? Are we totally to (^regard a 
Divine Providence^ because that word is only 
once mentioned in the Scriptures, and that by 
a heathen ? But if the translators have made 
use of that term only in one place, yet the very 
same expression in the original^ translated by 
the term reconciliation^ is found to abound in 
plenty. 

CSirist bore the wrath of God, that WB 
fl^{^ be blessed withrAe love of God. 
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Jesus has <'put away mn by the sacrifice 
of himself," Heb. ix. 26 ; npr need you fear 
the peaalties of the curse, while you view 
Christ crucified the object of your iaith, and 
make him the only plea for your acceptance 
before God. Never was justice so msLgai&ed 
before, nor mercy so conspicuously revealed: 
had the great Creator delivered up a thousand 
angels, there would not have been a sacrifice 
nearly equal to that of his not even sparing 
his weH-beloved Son, when he stood as man 
for men, to bear the vengeance of his wrath. 
Oh, the justice that demanded such an atone- 
ment! Oh the mercy that revealed such a 
salvation for a ruined world ! And can sinners 
hear of such mercy, and resist it? Sinners 
doomed to die for sins more in number than 
the sands on the seashore. Oh what obdurate 
hearts must those "be that can be proof against 
siteh astonishing love, and refiise to yield them- 
selves to Him who paid so great a price for sin- 
ners so worthless and so vile ! I beseech you, 
by the love of God, you that have never yet 
been captivated by such grace, no longer to de- 
lay^ but haste to-be the first-fruits unto the Jjcxcd 
this day, in this place ; the vilest are welcome; 
God help you to come ! 
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Cted spared not his Son, that he might In a 
way of justice and mercy save the sinner. O 
the heights and' deptfis of nedeeming love. 



, I Gopsider that prayer — << By all thy suffer- 
iog8, known and unknown, good Ijord deli- 
ver us,"— 4o be one of "the most touching ever 
uttefed.^ The uitknown sufferings of Christ! 
All his described sufferings were slight, in corn- 
prison with what infinite holiness must have 
felt in the midst of sinners; the light, the 
glory of heaven, in the darkness and impu- 
rity of the world, yet spotless, and without sin ! 

my Saviour, no tongue can describe, no an- 
gel can fathom, the abyss of thy suffering for 
me a sinner ! As I cannot reach the infinite 
height of thy love and thy glory in heaven, so 

1 canxiot descend into the depth of thy scnrrowft 
when here on earth. I can only wonder and 
adore. 

Who can speak aright* of the blessings in- 
cluded in the unsearchaUe riches of GInrist? 
That is a fine passi^, <'Eye hath not seeD, 
nor fsar heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things that €fdd hath pro- 
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pftred for them that lave Hira.'' The eye 
hath seen great things : <m a fine ni^t, for: 
instance, how nmch, and to wh'at an immense, 
distance, can the eye behold! — and, with those 
wonderful helps, telescopes, how much fiirtitier 
it can penetrate ! and my thoughts can pene- 
trate farther than my eyes can see, or my cars 
hearr But the eye cannot see all, nor the ear 
hear all^ nor the heart conceive all ; neither can 
we hear, or even conceive aright, of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. O let us meditate 
more on the great things which God has laid 
up for them that love him ! 

Considering all that has been said by Paul, 
especially in his epistle to the Hebrews, respect- 
ing the strong analogy between the Old Testa-? 
ment sacrifices, and the Great Sacrifice for sin 
in the New, when Christ sufiered, the just for 
the unjust ; if people can gainsay these thin^ 
they may gainsay any thing. 



Even when Peter was just sinking into the 
water through unbelief, the compassionate band 
<rf our Lord was instantly stretched forth. And 
he has passed his word On the sinner's beim^i 
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nowise cast cHitc'' «A^oet;€r is-a very extensiT^ 
iKpe»rd for a aiimer's eticourageoo^it, while that 
otb^ expression, in nowise, though they hare 
be^n amoDg the vilest of the vile, gives the 
greatest encouragement to the humble penitetiti 
if he really believes. 



God the Son, as our perfect Redeemer 
and Saviour, so completely finished the work 
which the Father sent him to do, that were 
he to visit our world a thousand times, he 
would never be able to add to his glorious re- 
demption. 

Walking through my field on a wintei*'s 
morning, I met With a lamb, as I thou^t dead, 
but taking it up I found it just alive ; the cruel 
mother had almost starved it to death. I put it 
into my bosom, and brought it to my house, 
there I rubbed its starved limbs, warmed it by 
the fireside, and fed it with warm, milk from 
the cow. Soon the lamb revived t first it fear- 
ed ine, but afterward it thoroughly loVed me. 
As 1 mostly fed it with my own hand, so it fol- 
l&wed me ^^lerever I Went, bleating aftar me 
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iriiammr k saw rae, and was fthrtya^lltp^ 
ffjr wfa€a It oould iridc around me, l^t nevtf 
80 pleased as when I 'wouhi carry it ia aogr 
aims. 

Jesiis is a Sh^erd, the sheph^ of saab ; 
and of him it is said, he carries the lambs in his 
bosom, and gently leads those that are widi 
young. If you desire to love Jesus, read that 
bless^ booft, the Bible f there you will hear 
such things of the love of Christ to poor ruined 
sinners, as I hope will mdt your eyes to tears, 
and your hearts into love. 



Our most merciful Redeemer came on pur- 
pose to seek and to save them that are lost. 
What grace and love he displayed in saving a 
Magdalen, a Manasseh, and even a persecu* 
ting Saul, who knew no bounds to his madness 
and rage, as a persecutor of the church of Christ, 
till he became a Christian himself. And what 
a wonderful day of grace and power that was, 
when no less than three thousand souls wem 
convinced of sin, while Peter was preaching 
on the day of Pentecost, when one universat 
cry was raised in all ttieir hearts, <^What must 
we do to be saved?" And at the same instant of 
tiaie, they xvere cwistrained to seek for pat* 
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Qtm and fbrgiveness, through the caflkringB of 
Him they had bat just before crucified *aiid 
slain. 



I verily believe, when our Saviour was sweet- 
ly praying for his bitter enemies, "Father, 
forgive them ; for they know not what they do,'* 
that prayer was the salvation of thousands. 
We find that he had not long tfiJien his 
place again in his glorious kingdom before he 
sent his Holy Spirit down, that Spirit of Hfeand 
power, who quickened thousands that "were 
dead in trespasses and sins ;" and three thou- 
sand at one time, a large congregation, were af- 
fected by the word ; they were pricked to the 
heart, and cried out, " What shall we do to 
to be saved ? " 



There is nothing like the love of Christ 
to soften our hard hearts, and fill us with uni- 
versal love, not only towards each other, bat 
also to every creature of Ood that is innocent 
and usefiil in its kind. 



If the love of , Christ will not subdue o«? 
4 
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Vile tempers towards e^h other, nothing 
wiU. 



The grace of God, which so powerfully 
saves from sin, is worth a thousand such worlds 
as this. 

Christ has laid the foundation of our hope iti 
his own finished work, and he produces this 
hope in our minds, by the effectuid operation of 
his Holy Spirit. 

Christ crucified may be said to be the alpha 
and omega of all the Bible ; not a promise is 
given, but it refers to him; not a threatening is 
pronounced, but he is represented as a covert 
firom the storm, and the refuge for the guilty ; not 
a prophecy is revealed, but the testimony of Je- 
sus is the spirit of prophecy ; not one mystic in- 
stitution was ever ordained, not one bleeding 
bullock, nor slaughtered Jamb, ever stained a 
Jewish altar, but was meant to represent a cru- 
cified Redeemer, as the Lamb of God, slain firom 
the foundation of the world. All the lives of the 
patriarchs, filled with providences curious and 
instructive, manifest the fulness of his grace ; 
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and while we read with a plearing sorpme the 
tenderness of a forgiving Joseph to his retumii^ 
brethren, the meekness of a Moses, the strength 
of a Samson, the patience of a Job, the wisdom 
of a Solomon, at once we see all their excel- 
lences as faint emblems of him in whom dwells 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ; of him 
who stands as the Creator of each inferior star; 
Avhile shining forth with his own native glories 
as the Sun of Righteousness, he appears the 
only light of a benighted world : without this 
light, how great would our darkness be ! 



God did not enter into the covenant ol grace 
with man in a fallen state. It never can be ad- 
mitted, that God, the eternal Sovereign, could 
enter into such a covenant with a set of reb- 
els. The covenant was not made between God 
and fallen man, but b^ween God the Father 
and God the Son, even the Man Christ Jesus, 
tfie second Adam, the Lord from heaven, who 
became the substUute for our sinful race ; or, to 
give it directly in Bible language, he became 
^^the Surety of a better testament," or the 
*< Medititar of a better covenant, established 
upon better promises." 
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The Iamb that was to be skin by tiie Iih 
taelites in Egypt, was to have its Uood i^nk* 
led on the doorposts of the house, and on 
the lintel; but not upon the threshold. We 
are not to trample on the blood of Christ ; but 
we are to look at it as a security from the death 
and condemnation which, as sinners, we (kserve 
from God. 



Though some people may have been a Uttle 
out of the way in talking about Christ's tempo- 
ral reign upon the earth, we shall none of us be 
out of the way in talking about his spiritual 
reign in our heeurts. 



When our Lord saw that many of those, who 
merely saw his miracles, and bdieved in him 
as a prophet, went away, he said to his dis- 
ciples, "Will ye also go away?" Oh this 
Couched their hearts. They had no will to go 
away from Christ, for he had pieviously given 
them a better will to come' to him; and a man 
cannot have a will to come to him and go away 
at the same time. 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE LORD JE8US CKRiaX. 41 

People talk about looking back on a well- 
sqpeit life: I look up to Him who spent bis 
life gloriously to redeem die life of my pre- 
cious soul ; and there alone I dare to look. 1 
thank God who has kept me irom the grosser 
sins of the world; but there is not a prayer 
more suitable to my dying Ups than that of 
the publican, — " God be merciful to me a sin- 



True faith, like the dove sent forth by Noah, 
n;iay for a season hover over the waters with- 
out finding a resting-place, but will always re- 
turn to the ark, bearing the olive-branch of peace 
and love. 



It is happy for us when we are brought 
to the blessed point, of " looking for the mer- 
cy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal 
life.^' Christ, on his mercy-seat, must be all 
our hope. 

You cannot be happy while you live, you can- 
not be happy when you die, you cannot be hap- 
py in eternity, unless you go to the blessed Je- 
sus to save your precious souls. Wliy should 
4* 
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yoa delay 7 What sin can be so lovely m^ikyd 
^ye of Christ ! O, think of this, and let mb^ 
as your sincere friend, entreat you to turn and 
live : live to God in time, and you shall live 
with him to all eternity I 
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Great was the darkness in those days, 
while Christ's body was in the tomb, till after 
the glorious morning of the resurrection, when 
some brighter beams of hope were felt in the 
minds of the disciples, ^ho were directed to 
wait till " the day of Pentecost was fully come," 
when these promised influences were to quick- 
en thousands, and tens of thousands, who were 
yet dead in trespasses and sins. And in speak* 
ing of this blessed effusion, we look rather ou 
the design of the miraculous appearance of the 
Divine Spirit, than on the miracle itself For 
even the resurrection of our Lord, though de- 
signed to exemplify the regeneration of millions 
from the death of sin to the life of God, was of 
no avail to aecomplidi the glorious end till after 
.lh« gift of the Holy Spirit, whose promised iu- 
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fitiences are to abide with the church till the 
latest ages of the world. 

The star in the east was a safe guide to the 
wise men ; so is the Spirit of Tmth. and the 
star of Divine Providence. 



The Holy Spirit first enlightens us, andtheu 
makes us abhor sin as detestable and odious. 
No child of God, no heir of heaven, can love sin, 
ot live iri it. He groans under it, and Ictoks on 
the right hand, and on the left, for a way of 
escape. As I never can reconcile my flesh to 
allow a hot burning coal to be applied to it, so 
if I be a child of God, I never can be reconciled 
to the power of siii in my soul. 



The natural mind is sadly diseased ; the Ifoly 
Spirit cures that disease ; the peace which it 
brings << is a peace that passeth all understand- 
incr.'^ 



Mr. Hill being called to preach in a manufac- 
turing town, he made many inquiries of the res- 
ident minister as to the local state of the people. 
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In walking through the town, he was mudi 
3truck with the quantity of smoke that as- 
cended from the chimneys of the numerous 
manufactories. The minister' feared Mr. Hill's 
mind was wandering, and that he would pro- 
duce but little impression on the multitude as- 
sembled together. His sermon was on the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, and he powerfully 
improved all the local information he had re- 
ceived. He wished to show in one part of his 
discourse the sweet willingness of the renewed 
soul to obey the will of God in all things, and 
his illustration produced a very powerful im- 
pression. "I have watched," said he, "this 
Evening, the smoke ascending from your nu- 
merous factory chimneys, and though there is 
scarcely any air, yet how obediendy the smoke 
moves in the direction of the gentle breeze : 
ao is the renewed soul, when God breaUies 
mpon ita new-born powers. He makes us witl- 
ing in the day of his ppw^." 



• Were any one to ask me how I am kept aUve, 
I could make him no answer : with the means 
#f pteserving lilEe we are acquainted, bdl with 
B0&img more. So is it with the spiritual life-— 
it is anafstery tp me; we knowiHily that where 
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the Spirit of God dwells, men ate by it made 
holy, and preserved in the paths of holiness. 



By the light of reason we cast a sort of gla- 
ring illusion around ourselves ; but, if confided 
in, it tends only to obscure our vision of more 
exalted glories. Illuminate a town ; the streets 
are light, while the heavens are lost in dark- 
ness ; but when the day breaks forth, both the 
earth and the sky become visible. So the 
sparks of our own kindling, while they shed an 
artificial brilliancy for a short distance around 
us, involve the scenes above in shadows even 
darker than those of night; but if "the day* 
spring from on high" dawn in the soul, we 
have clear views both of earth and heaven. 

The sceptre of mercy is held out to llie very 
vilest of the vile ; and no persons can be brought 
to Christ that they may live m sin, as by tho. 
Holy Spirit they are only brought to Christ 
that they may be saved/rom if. Oh, no ; all true 
believers will assuredly feel their hearts puri* 
fied by faith. They purify their hearts ia 
obeying the truth through the Spirit ; sin be- 
comes their torment, their very bell, smd it is . 
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now the only hell they need to fear. Oh, 
no ; it is utterly impossible to suppose that they, 
who are under the power of the grace of Christ, 
should have a wish to live otherwise than to 
his glory. 



The Holy Spirit bears witness to nothing 
but his own work upon the sonl^ and the only 
evidence the Spirit of God gives \\s, is by the 
vouchsafement of those graces, which so bless- 
edly belong to those who belong to him. And 
though we may have our doubts and fears, while 
we find that those graces are in a weak and 
languid state, yet if such fears drive us nearer 
to the Lord, they will prove a blessing to us, 
leading us more solemnly and entirely to depend 
on him. While such holy fears direct us to bo 
righteous, they completely prevent us from be- 
ing self'TigfUeous /for this knowledge of our- 
selves win lead us not to trust on his gracious 
'gifts, but on their merciful Giver, who becomes 
more and more the confidence and the rejoicing 
of our souls. 



Sin, however strongly rooted in our corrupted 
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natare, must give way to the omnipotent ^gexicf 
of God's Holy Spirit The returning prod^ 
has not language to express his huiMliating 
feelings, on account of his former life; but 
shows tenderness of conscience, obedience, and 
love. 

, They never can be taught ri^teousness who 
arc not taught by the grace of God. Unless He 
give the new heart and the right spirit, all will 
be wrong. The grand thing we want is a heart 
riglit with God. 



The work of grace, wrought on the heart by 
the Holy Spirit, is the most blessed reality the 
souls of men can possibly enjoy. 



The time seems to be approaching, when les5i 
will be thought of differences as to the forms of 
religion/ The dress of religion is one thing, and 
its substance another. I have heliTd of a person 
who wished to be dressed very fine in his coffin, 
but would that give him either life or anima- 
tion ? The Comforter is sent to us for the very 
purpose, that hamay put spiritual life within us. 

Digitized by Google 



OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 49 

We see the activity of real Christians when 
the activity of God is in them. The Spirit of 
the Lord b said to work in them niightily, when 
thoy are strengthened with all might by that 
Spirit in the inner i 
6 
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or HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 

When our lirst parents were s^it forth from 
the hands of their Creator, their hearts being 
the direct transcript of his moral image, they 
appeared the eompletest workmanship of a holy 
God, and were blessed with a nature as spotless 
and pure as an angel could possess. All love^ 
all peace, all joy, all delight in and conformity 
to the will of God that made them, were the 
continual inmates of their happy breasts. Not 
the least taint of the minutest impurity had they 
to disturb their peace, but all was heaven and 
consolation in the Lord. God pronounced this, 
his last work, to be very good, and as such took 
delight in the creature he had made. Such was 
man, while blessed with innocence, before tho 
fitU ; but how dreadful were the consequences 
of the first transgression ! How was God's work- 
manship robbed of all its holiness and gifandeur 
thereby ! How was this once glorious temple of 
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the Holy Ghost prostituted to iniquity, and con- 
verted into the most hateful den of filthy lusts 
and vile abominations ! Which of you can de- 
ny this, who either reads his Bible or reads him- 
self? From Genesis to Revelation, all Scripture 
declares this awful truth, that as soon as ever 
man fell, immediately was he deprived of every 
thing that was good, and dread^lly filled with 
every thing that was bad. 



Adam was created with pure afiections ; he 
was holy both in flesh and spirit ; flesh and spi- 
rit were equally calculated to serve God. ' 1 a^ 
prehend that there was no more sin in the flesh 
of Adam, when he was first created, than there 
was in his spirit. But he gave up God ; and 
what was the immediate consequence ? God 
gave him up to himself. G6d said, " I will leave 
him to himself^ he will be his own inana- 
ger ; he wants to get some of my attributes to 
hitnself.* The devil told him that he possesssed 
what belonged to Deity. He told him a lie : "Ye 
shall be as gods;** you shall do your own 
ways. 

This was the great curse that was prontan* 
oed upon man, when he fell from God. Ife be- 
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came a horribly independent creature ; he trie4 
whether he could not do without Him that was 
his Creator and Preserver. He was given up to 
his own corruption, and God said, '< Let him 
alone." We cannot have a greater curse than 
to be given over to our own bad likings. Now 
man is depraved as much in his passions as in 
his actions. Oh that description of the human 
mind — God make me jealous at all times of that 
which I carry about with me ; " The heart is 
deceitful above all things." That is inward 
wkkedness. ^He that trusteth in his own 
heart is a fool." Our greatest folly is to turn our 
hearts against, and to try whether we cannot do 
as it were without God. There is not a bright 
fietBfhj among the powers above, that can be 
otherwise happy but as he is made happy by 
Him. We are lost altogether to our own good, 
by being lost to God. • 



Man, being created in astate of the most com- 
{dete purity, was the delight of his Creator 
while he continued in that happy state ; he pres- 
ently fell, and b^rame immediately obnosious 
tQ^ hia Qod. Sin being infinitely odious to die 
Di)^ nature, the creature that he made was 
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no longer the object of his delight. All real 
good being instantly withdrawn, no principle of 
holiness any longer abiding in him, he is given 
over to the will of the adversary, is led captive 
by the enemy that first tempted him to rebel, 
who works upon his unruly passions, and com- 
pletely deforms every faculty of the soul. Thus 
fallen, no wonder that it necessarily follows, that 
the iniaginations of his heart are only evil, and 
that continually. How remarkably does uni- 
versal experience prove the dreadful feet ! Are 
we dreaming when we say a generation are 
found that deny the fall ? Can they be serious ? 
or what is to be believed if the fell is to be de- 
nied ? As believers of revelation I first address 
them. We examine, for a little, God's character 
of man, and God knows man better than man 
knows himself: by him it is declared, " There 
is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not. That the heart is deceitfiil 
above all things, and desperately wicked ; that, 
consequently, no flesh living can be justified in 
his sight. That if we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
That if we say we have not sinned, we make 
han a liar. That we are bom in sin, conceived 
in sin, dead in sin^ sold under sin ; that evil is 
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IteieQt with us ; that in vm dwdleth no good 
thiog; that all are gone out of the way ; thatall 
aie become unprofitable ; that there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one ; that there is none to 
iiphold; that every mouth must be stopped; 
that all the world, both Jews and Gehtilas, are 
become guilty before God." Eccles. vii. 20. Jer. 
xvii. 9. Rom. iii. 20. 1 John i. 8, 10. John ix. 
34. Psa. li. 6. Col. ii. 13. Rom. vii. 14, 18, 21 ; 
iii. 12. Isa. Ixiii. 6. Rom. iiL 10 — 19. 



Prom the bad lives of mankind you may 
surely know that their hearts are bad also ; for 
the wickedness of our actions always comes 
from the wickedness of our hearts : none but 
the wicked do that which is wicked. 



I am at entire enmity with God, when I am 
at enmity with his holy law. 



Our sad propensity to sin arises from the na- 
tive wickedness of our hearts. , And how true 
ii ti» charge recorded agairist us, that " the im- 
iginaticm of man's heart is only evil, and that. 
QOvHoxiaiiy f ^ it is too evides itly proved. 
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^TOt^boottfiewinrld at large! And where is 
it tfiat the ^kct of this disease does not awfully 
prevaiil What a h^ upon earth does it intro- 
dueiB into thousands of fimiilies, while millions 
we groaning under its torturing consequences. 



Sinners who are bom in the present day are 
the same as sinners who were born in former 
tunes ; they have the same corrupt nature, and 
tfiey need the same remedy; and that remedy 
the gospel reveals. 

The horrid hardnein of men's hearts towsords 
each other, clearly jMroves the depravity of their 
nature. Oh, how grievous is tfie want of that 
love whereby we are enabled "to love each 
other with pure hearts fervently!'' And all 
Ms aris^ from a want of love to God. My 
fidend, may I ask you the question, IHd you ever 
think about the great duty of loving God with 
all your heart? 

l%e induct of soiM maneru materially cBf* 
tsth fti^ tiiat of eihttit, or the world eould 
not etist, through its own wickednen. Nat-. 
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ural conscience may make some peoide diwt- 
der at the commission of some baser crimes 
against nature, and the natural rights of man- 
kind; but if people are to be known by their 
fruits, no further proof can be needed to show 
the sad depravity of the human heart, than 
the universal corruption produced thereby ; 
and to suppose that the heart may still be 
good at bottom, that being the source and 
spring of all our actions, is most absurd and 
preposterous — a very dangerous and delusive 
error. 



A most unhappy perturbation of mind is cre- 
ated among all those, of every rank, whose tem- 
pers are contrary to the holy mind of Christ 
Even heaven itself would bear the semblance ctf 
hell, could such minds surround the throne of 
God; for perfect holiness and infinite hiqppinest 
are inseparably united. 



No man in the world can say that he never 
chooses to sin. The impetuosity of our passions 
drives us to destroy our own happiness, and God 
punishes us by allowing us to follow our own 
inclinations. 
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'Hie cboice of a bad maa will never be a 
good one, until a supernatural power converts 
and influences the heart. 



How corrupted the heart of man must be, 
when it is found in rebellicm agaim^ a law so 
well designed for the Creator's s^ory and the 
creature's good ; against a Being who is the 
fount^ of excellency in himseff, and from 
whose fulnesaand grace all that Is good in 
man 430 richly flows* 

We never shall be led to renounce a phar 
risaic dependance on ourselves, till we are con- 
vinced of our total depravity and ruin. 

If our duty is not done till it j^eases us, in 
our wicked corrupted state, it never will be 
done ; for all men naturally << choose darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds are evil f 
and no man can have a good choice or wiU, 
till God changes the heart. 

Whffli peoi^e are given over to follow die 
cqii^iq^iaQS of tteir p(dluted hearts, &r nxm 
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evils arise against themselves from the abomid- 
ing proffigacy of manners, than can ever follow 
from the curse of war itself 



What religion is that which is suited to the 
heart ? Shall we find it among the heathen? 
Alas ! some of the most abominable rites have 
been performed by them under the notion of re* 
ligion« The odious corruption of the heart of 
man will scarcely suffer human beings to live 
among themselves. It is nothing imt Divine 
power from above that can make man a bless- 
ing to himself and a blessing tathose who sur- 
round hinL 

Wicked men do not like that religion which 
thwarts them in their wickedness ; uiey do not 
like to be over-strict, as they call it ; they love 
a little conformity to the world. Their com- 
mentary on the text, "Be not conformed to 
this world," is, '' Be not conformed to it in all 
instances ; love it a little, but don't love it too 
much." This is the way they want to conqpro- 
mise matters with Grod. 

No man in the world is left without soma 
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evidence against his own guilt I defy any 
deist to look into his evil heart, and deny the 
fact that he is filled with a deal of wickedness. 
He dares not look into the state of his own 
mind from his dreadful love to those iniquities 
which so abound within his heart. None of 
these despisers, these blasphemers and haters of 
God, can dare to say, that they are ha^^y while 
they feel a perpetual hell within them. And 
if ctny persons say they are not guilty, because 
they were never educated ; why, though man 
is left uninformed, without education, conscience 
will say something ; unless it is silenced and 
forbidden to speak, it toiU speak, and speak 
loudly too. 



The reason or wisdom of man cannot direct 
- him to the things which are right, because his 
very wisdom is from beneath, and is earthly, 
sensual, and devilish. His conscience will not 
teach him good, because it is evil^ unfeeling, 
and seared. Hence Paul tells us how the hea- 
then world went into all the abominable ways 
ofsln. ^ 

When God leads us to look into the heart, 

/ 
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\fe discover a thousand evils lurking withiOi 
which we never suspected before. It is by 
" the Spirit of truth'' alone, that we can be con- 
vinced of the lying stratagems of sin. 



Ob, the terrible consequences of sin ! What 
a variety of little l^Us are created in hearts, in 
families, and throughout all the world, by its 
horrid existence ! Lord, what is man! 'W1»>can . 
deny the fall ? 

However dreadful the consequences of sin 
may be, and whatever calamities we may bring 
upon ourselves by obstinately persevering in a 
path which must tead to eternal misery and 
wo, nime of our calamities mil lead us to see 
the folly and madness of our Ways. Many a 
hardened sinner have I met with, who, whai 
the hand of death seemed to be laid upon him, 
would cry out for mercy. While the axe oi 
justice is ready to cut down the barren tree, 
imd ca^ it into the fire, the trembling sinnw 
seems dreadfully afraid ; but when Divine 
forbearance cries, <* Spare it yet another year,** 
the hardened sinner forgets bis former resolu- 
tions, made against the real bent of his will and 
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Itelfiielia^oitt of his lieait, and, tridi gMiter 
iM^omeds tfian ever, lie reiiarm like ^ the dog 
'U> his t^mil, or the {sow ths^t is -vrashed to btr 
wallowing in the mire." 

What multitudes there are who harden their 
hearts, under a presumption that repentant is 
within the reach of their own call ! As they 
naturally hate the work, they think it is quite 
enough to turn to God when they can scarcely 
turn themselyes in their beds ; thus they pre- 
sume upon the mercy of God, that they may 
terample 6n his justitce j and never think of es- 
eaptog *e wrath of Ood, till the rery gales of 
fidl •seetn owning beifore them. 



It has been stoked, bow Job, so good a man, 
jovaiA exciaim, <^ Behold^ I am vile P But the 
«ffil pftneqile is in the hcfi&rt : that being fdt 
within, Aotfgh not outwardly practised, made 
him ^dms exclaim against hitfisdf ; and sudi 
as Ad an inward ^bhonreace of that which is 
ev^ will never be permitted to practise it in 
.IhiiroQtifiard coadoct 
6 
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Our damnation will not be for being sinmprsi 
but for being hardened and impenHent ma^r^^ 
neglecting the salvation that infinite noercy t^is 
provided. 



As the salvation procured by a crucified Re- 
deemer can never be regarded by any but 
those who have been first convinced that they 
are lost without it, the fall must be preached as 
an introduction to the gospel. 



The essence of all wickedness, is a forsaking 
of God. Hence the Psalmist set the Lord always 
before him. I can do all for God, when God 
does all in me. 



L^ us take care how we make apologies for 
what is evil. It has sometimes been said^ such 
a one is a good man, but he is covcftous ; mid 
another is a good man, but he gives way to l»s 
temper ; and so they have gone on, till they have 
made out their good man to be a very bad nam. 
Let us take care that we do not thus becomo 
the apolc^sls for »n, remembering that the very 
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desiga of Christ's coming into the world was 
to " save his people from their sins. " 



The dead in sin will be dead till grace is in- 
fused. This only will make them truly alive 
and active for God. How lovely, when all is 
right within and without ! 



Where there is but little real religion, the 
M'ant of it is too frequently supplied by an abun- 
dance of superstition. The human mind is 
prone to run into extremes on every occasion : 
some are for believing too much, others for be- 
lieving too little. Happy are they who, being 
blessed with that '< wisdom which is from 
above," are preserved in the middle path, and 
saved from every extreme. 



Take care of your bad bodies. They are very 
depraved by nature; and, in order that your 
bodies may be taken care of, get Christ to take 
care of your spirits and souls ; and as bad as 
they naturally are, they will be brought into 
good management thereby. 

Oh ! lK>ware poor deluded mortals, that have 
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luxta moment that tbey cm call their own, i 
ing to improve themselves in all knowledge, bkt . 
cept heavenly knowledge ! How are they set 
upon being wise for the body, while the dear im- 
mortal soul is totally disregarded ! Ask people 
concerning temporal matters, and they have an- 
swers in abundance. Talk to them about the 
low concerns of eating and drinking, bu3nng and 
selling, &c. and they will talk to you by the 
hour. But oh! if you turn the conversation, 
and a^ the plainest things concerning salyaficm, 
sUenee pres^itly ensues, and ignorance of the 
things that everlastingly concern them is to be 
pleaded as an excuse. 

And though they are thus ignorant, not the 
least hungerings and thirstings after spiritual 
teowledge aj^ar upon the heart. How is this 
{NTOved by every idle tale4x)ok being prefenred to 
the Bible ! And when the Bible haiqpens, now 
and then, out of f<^in or custom, to be looked 
into, how is the poor blind sinner satisfied when 
the task is over, ev«n without his being one whit 
the better for the slavish drudg^jry be has< pei^ 
formed i But is; not the sin of our ignorance 
heightened, when wo consider it not only atk 
being natural to us, but wilfid and deliberi^? 
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Is ii not a truth, that " men love darkness rather 
ihan light, because their deeds are evil ?" Can 
it be denied, that many are blinded as it were by 
choice 1 Might not the ignorant know more if 
they would ? But oh ! these earthly hearts of 
ours, how are they set upon the world ! Mam- 
mon is the God we naturally delight in. We 
think ourselves happy in caring continually for 
the body, while our poor souls are cursed with 
a darkness that might be felt 



Where a holy reverence for Gdd is removed 
from the mind, all laws, human and divine, are 
at once disregarded : man becomes nothing bet- 
ter than a barbarian — a monster. Every vile 
passion assumes its full force ; and his whole 
conduct will be tumultuous and abominable. 
Examine the state of our own nation, where 
mere heathenish morality has superseded the 
preaching of the gospel. Look into Ireland, 
wheire the horrid superstitions of popery have 
masked the glories of the Christian dispensation 
by its abominable antichristian inventions. Sur- 
vey a neighbouring nation, distracted between 
popery on the one hand, and the infidel system 
6* 
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hatabed among the protestants by iheadvoeateSf 
of what is calbd rt^nal religion, oa the other,; 
and then ask, ifj under God, we can {»ov0 ooc 
love to our country, or our loytalty to the gpo* 
venunent under which we live, bett^ than bjr 
propagating Bible Christianity throughout our 
land. 



THE PENITENT PARDONED. 

Guilty andivila before my God, 
I dread: tbe vengeanoe of thy rod ; 
My sins, like lofty mountains grown^ 
Might justly bring tfiy vengeance down. 

Thy justice dreadAil glory claims^^ 
And bids me sink to endlesaflamesf 
And, while I hear thy thunders roar, - 
I own thy justicei and adore. 

But there^is a throne of grace above^ 
Where Jesua sits and rulesby love; 
Bell send his giace and j^rcy down. 
And all bia grace with, g^ory crown. 
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teas, to thee alone I fly, 
And wilt thou let a sinner die ; 
Whilst, trusting on thy sacred Mood, 
I seek no^othep way to Go#? 

Thy tend^ heart wilt sure forgiye, 
And bid a guilty sinner live ; 
For all that come thy grace is free» ' 
For Saul, and Magdalen, and me. 
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CHANGE OF HEART AND LIFE. 

I REMEMBER once being in company where a 
very fine child was present ; he was very beau- 
tifiil, but be was blind ; and be laughed at those 
who lamented that he was blind. Ah, but if he 
had once seen, he would have lamented his loss 
too ! Let us once see the glory and grace of the 
gospel, and feel it applied to our hearts, and wo 
shall never forget its beauty. 



Sm turns men into monsters, rendering theui 
^' implacable, unmerciful, and without natural 
affection ;" but the gospel, on the contrary, turns 
monsters into men ; directing them to be gentle 
and mercifiil among themselves, and to bless 
their very persecutors. 

No real good can be expected where the 
grottiKl-w(»rk of religicm is wanting — r^f^n^ra- 
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tifn. As well may yoti pretend to know wh^ 
w^Btbefeal tmnsaGtio&s of life before yoa were 
bMrn, as to know any thing of real rdigion, 
whic^- is n|C^ng less than the lilb of God in the 
souls of men, till after you ave born again. By 
that alone we feel sin to be hateful. This be- 
gets genuine repentano^ the harbinger of all fu- 
ture good. 



I want all to believe, that they caimot ei^r 
the true church of Christ but by<^r^nerationt. 

The kmgdom of heaveit must first enter inia 
y^Oy before you can enter into the kingyioio of: 
haa^mn. 

If we cannot repent, though we have been so 
wicked, that makes bad a thousand times worse; 
it proves that, through the natural wickedness- 
of our hearts, we love sin too well to leave it^ if 
we eouldt again get. at it ; and till we have been 
made inwardly to hate sin, we never can repei^ 
ofit 

We shoyJd never conceive that whichd^iserv4»r 
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to be called the work of God, to be the effect of 
ntodness ; for regeneration brings disorderly sin- 
ners to the possession of their sober senses, that 
they may serve God with " all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding." 



It has sometimes been said, that regeneration 
is identic^ with Christian baptbm. What can 
be fBore contrary to Scripture ? How is it possi- 
Ue to suppose that a mere application of an out- 
ward ordinance can inwardly purify the heart 1 
What is baptism but " an outward and visible 
sign of an inward and spiritual grace ?" Shall 
the mere shadow or sign pass for the thing sig- 
nified thereby ? If the inward and spiritual 
grace be not found in our hearts, our baptism 
will only rise up in judgment against us. In- 
stead of harbouring the mistaken idea that bap- 
tism is regeneration, we had better pray, as in 
the collect for Christmas day, tliat Xve, <' being 
regenerate and made God's children, by adop- 
tion and grace, may daily be renewed by his 
Holy Spirit f and then we shall perfecfly love 
him, and worthily magnify his holy name ; but 
never till then. 
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Our first and second existence are eatirriy dtif 
ferent the one from the other ; the one is all ciur- 
nal, the other is all spiritual : they are born of 
such separate materials, that you may as well 
pretend to reconcile fire and water, as to recon- 
cile man in bis bad state with what Ood wishes 
him to be in his good state. 

It is utterly impossible the carnal world can 
love the holiness and spirituality which exist in 
the real Christian ; as, by the whole tenor of his 
conduct, he appears a living witness against 
those who " have a name to live, and are dead." 
While all Christ's real disciples are not of the 
world, for God hath chosen them out of fte 
world, therefore the world hateth them. 



The speech of Elihu to Job always struck me 
as containing some of the most strong and con- 
clusive arguments against the proud and the 
vain conceit that any unregenerate man can be 
righteous before God. What arguments he de- 
duces from the purity of Jehovah, the infinity of 
his wisdom, the dignity and majesty of his exist- 
ence, to show man the emptiness and folly of all 
he does,and to lay him in the dust, that he may 
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tto'flMriUe wliatti poor unprofitafafecreattmd he 
* Iti w»ry point of Tiew, and that " in his best 
^Matelie is altogether vanity P 



Whdt ivm it that made man miseraMe? Sin. 
What is it that can n»ke him happy 1 A com- 
{>lete deliverance from it 

Wher6Ter thwe is a conviction of that which 
is wrong, and a holy desire to be right, such per 
fions are not £ur from the kingdom of heaven. 



Trae religion is^ioAing less than the power 
or inflaence of Obd himself on the heart. 



What the grace of God can do when it roles 
in the heart, is unqpesJcably glorious ; what a 
difference there is between the mock Christianity 
of the world, and the real Christianity of the 
word of God! 



Terror is not necessary to the blessing of re- 
petttanoe. Terror arises from a mixture of nn- 
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bdfef, which naturally d^enerated into despair. 
Though it becomes us to hate sin, and to dread 
the commission of it, yet there is no reason why 
a poor returning prodigal should despair while 
the gospel is nothing but a revelation of mercy 
and love to the vilest of the vile, 



If repentance be genuine, it will drive lut from 
sin to Christ : and the Bible reveals no other sal- 
vation but through him. As prisoners can never 
open their prison dooss by the deepest repent- 
ance for their crimes, so no acquittal from the 
guilt of our sins can ever be obtained but 
through the sufferings and death of Christ, who 
opens the prison doors to them that are &st tied 
and bound with the chain of their sins. 



^Tis indeed a glorious thing to know our sins> 
— ^to hate our sins, and ourselves upon accoupt 
of them ; and when this is known, where should 
we flee but to the gospel for a remedy ? We are 
utterly undone — ^now, where are we to look ? 
7 
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Only to Jesus. Our vile hearts can nerer with« 
stand the power of his graoe« 



Holy Job, for a time, was in such a state of 
rebellion against the correcting hand of God, as 
even to curse the day in which he was bom ; 
but when he was better instructed, by a deeper 
knowledge of the Divine holiness, he cried in 
humble submission to Jehovah, and in astonish- 
ment at himself, " Behold, I am vile !" 



There is no coming to Christ but with a 
wounded conscience. 



All true penitents are sure to be preserved 
from presumptuous sins while they fear God, and 
tremble at his holy word. The idea of apostati- 
zing into sin will be more tremendous to them 
than hell itself Such as are among the pure in 
heart, who shall see God, will never more wal- 
low in the filth of sin. 



Shame on account of sin is one of the Jjest 
evidences that repentance is genuine. The 
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apcNStk speaks of those things, whereof the real- 
ly converted Christian is now ashamed; and that 
they shall be made to know that it is " even a 
shame to speak of those things done of them in 
secret." I suspect the genuine repentance of 
those, who seem to express themselves with a 
degree of carnal indifference respecting their old 
sins, under a confidence that they are now for- 
given. 



The repentance which is most genuine, is that 
which springs from love. We never can willing- 
ly oflfend, where we sincerely love ; hence this 
is that holy grace which fills us with a godly 
jealousy over ourselves. 



Take care of an ineflicacious religion ; nevOT 
be content with that which does you no good. 
It is a poor religion which does not make a man 
a better husband than he was before, if he was 
a bad one ; it will make his wife, his childr^ 
and all that he has undef him, the better for it 
They that have God reigning in them, will act 
for God in the circle in which they move. 
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Self-love is the natural principle on \vhid% 
mankind aet in their £illen istate : the grace of 
the Holy Spirit is communicated to crucify this 
principle in the Christian, and to implant in him 
a most solemn and sacred love to God for his 
own sake, and a most tender love to man for 
God's sake. 

Our firmest resolutions are sure to fail, while 
corrupted nature prevails. Good can never 
stand while it has nothing but an evil heart for 
its foundation. 

A life of the strictest morality may exist where 
Divine grace is wanting. An atheist, as well as 
a Christian, may be a moral man. The morality 
of most men is little better than negative, con- 
sisting much more in what people do not do, 
than in what they really do. Any man will, for 
adf-interested motives, and for the sake of his 
own ease and comfort, attend to the common 
rules of morality, as all those who violate them 
are guilty of the grossed acts of folly against 
dieir own interest. A man of unjust and knavish 
principles is sure, socHier or later, to suffer for his 
own My. The man of' passion and revenge 
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will certainly entail much greater sufferings on 
himself, than others sure made to feel by the mad 
violence of his anger. Indeed, if man did but 
consult his own health or interest, he would be 
moral ; yet real Christians have far higher mo- 
tives to influence their conduct. 



I want a religion that is good, and that will do 
me good because it is good. When people talk 
about their religion, they should not be ashamed 
to have these questions asked them : " Pray, 
what has your religion done for you ? what ef- 
fect has it produced upon your minds ? what in- 
fluence has it exerted on your tempers and on 
your conduct?" We preach a religion that 
makes a man " a new creature in Christ Jesus ;" 
a religicm that makes a man <^ a partaker of the 
Divine nature ;" a religion that destroys the old 
man, and makes us anew, creating us ^4n right- 
eousness and true holiness." This must be of 
God alone ; the first archangel in heaven cannot 
create a worm of the earth, nor give existence 
to the meanest reptile. 

Yile as we are, if we are enabled to come to 
Christ as penitent and contrite sinners, he nol 

7* 
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cmly pardons, but gives us the grace that w« 
may ^' go and sin no more." 



Without the grace of God in your heart, you 
may have the worst evil that you can have — the 
devil himself may inhabit it. 

Every moment brings you nearer to eternity. 
How then will you bear to stand in the presence 
of a holy, sin-avenging God, whose authority 
you have defied, and whose gospel you have 
hitherto despised? Oh that some alarming 
word might constrain you to flee, hastily to flee, 
from the wrath to come ! Death and destruc- 
tion alone are before you while you continue 
living in sin : but, thanks be to God for his un- 
speakable gift ! Christ is revealed as the salvation 
of the lost ; whosoever cometh shall certainly be 
received, for his promise stands, that he will in 
no wise cast them out. The poor, the maimed, 
the halt, and the blind^ are all alike to him. He 
loves to magnify the riches of his mercy to the 
returning sinner. Such is tlie adorable Christ 
that is now ready to snatch you as brands from 
the burning, and msdce you standing monu- 
nwnto of merey and salvation. Oh diat I could 
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prevail ! I point you to that lovely sacrifice — the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world ; to his mercy I commend you, and may 
his salvation be the happy porticm of all our 
hearts." 



^ Instead of examining the dangerous specula- 
tive queries — as to why God permitted the ac- 
cursed evil of sin to enter our worid, when he 
could have prevented it — ^let us rejoice that he 
has so fully told us in his word, how we can be 
saved firom it 



The d^ign of true religion is to direct the 
minds of all intelligent creatures to love God, on 
account of his own infinite excellency and good- 
ness. The first and great command, according 
,to the nature of things, is that we should love 
the Lord our God with all our hearts, with aU 
our minds, with all our souls, with all our 
strength. Till such time, therefore, as we love 
purity and holiness in ourselves, we nevOT obb 
love the same as it exists infinitely in God; a^ 
we never love God till we are " bom of God.** 

This, and this alone, is the principle that ele- 
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vates the mind above objects y^ich are sensual ' 
and low ; and gives it a high and heavenly taste 
for things which are spiritual and divine. 

Where this sacred taste prevails, such appe- 
tites as are the reverse will be subjugated to the 
holy mind and will of God. 

Under such principles we obey the commands 
of the second table, which are said to be like 
unto the first, we shall "love our neighbour as 
ourselves ;" we shall be good before God, and do 
good before man : and while no action of ours 
can be of any benefit to God, yet every action 
of ours may be highly beneficial to man. 

Such will be the constant rule of the real 
Christian's life, when once he is blessed with a 
spiritual life ; when he is dead to himself, and 
his "Hfe is hid with Christ in God." Such- 
Christians are thus briefly described ; they are 
" a chosen generation ; a royal priesthood ; a 
holy nation ; a peculiar people, that they may 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called 
them out of darkness into his marvellous light ;" 
having " obeyed the truth through the Spirit,** 
they are bom of God thereby, " not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, which is the word of 
Ood, and which liveth and abideth ios ever.'' 
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As he^ llieielbre, who has called them is holy, so 
ai^ they holy in all maxinefr of conversation. 

But the people of the world are described as 
being " carnally minded," " in the flesh," in a 
state of " enmity against God;" while even the 
very wisdom of the world is said to be " earthly, 
sensual, devilish." 



The world by nature knows nothing of our 
Immanuel ; but the convinced sinner knows that 
he is lost without him ; he sees that he cannot be 
more completely fallen, or more certain of de- 
-s^uctipn, than he is in himself. This strikes at 
Ae root of all his self-righteous pride, and com- 
pels him to cry out^ as with the prophet of old, 
** Wo is me, for I am undone !" Isa. vi. 5. He 
now tremUes at justice, and prays for mercy. 
He sees nothing else but flauning vengeance held 
ibrth by the law ; imd he owns that he deserves 
it as the portion for his iniquities. His legal 
hopes from a covenant of works now fell to the 
ground. Then it is the Lord the Spirit divinely 
convinces him of the work of Jesus : he sees it, 
and is satisfied wiih the fulness of it. He re- 
joices in its dignity, ukl is happy in its security. 
This teaches him to renounce all his fum^espmn 
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righteousness and dross, He renounces it 
wholesale, and rests only upon Jesus as liis 
everlasting all. 



Redemption through the blood of Christ, ac- 
ceptance in his pejrson and righteousness, and 
personal sanctification by the gratuitous opera- 
tions of the Divine Spirit, stand intimately con- 
nected with each other. They are the main 
pillars of eternal truth. Destroy either, the sacred 
febric of Christianity is dissolved. A denial erf 
the Divine agency reduces Christianity to a sys- 
tem of downright deism. For what is it better, , 
when a man has nothing to look to than his 
own depraved faculties for salvation? and what 
are the fruits of these deistical harangues among 
the people that attend them ? 

Let Christianity then be brought forward in 
the excellepcy of its own power, and the gates of 
hell shall never prevail against it. With admi- 
ration and surprise we se^a set of plain, illiterate 
men, without any preconcerted design what- 
ever, go forth under a Divine influence, preadi- 
ing with simplicity and power a doctrine which 
was foolishness to the Greeks, and a stumbling- 
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\Aock to the Jews ; while even outward mira- 
cles were made the subject of ridicule and con- 
tempt. Not so the inward blessedness of its Di- 
vine effects ; for directly as a sense of pardon 
had been brought home to the mind, sin was 
hated, and the reality, of the hatred was proved 
by an utter renunciation of its evils. In such 
repentance was a commanding grace, not the 
result of human powers, but the sovereign gift 
of him who is "exalted a Prince and a Saviour, 
to give repentance and remission of sins ;" a 
guardian grace, ol a very powerful influence, 
standing, as it were, with the drawn ^word of 
vengeance pointed against every lust; nor shall 
one sin, howeter once beloved, presume to as- 
sail the soul thus guarded, but it shall be assail- 
ed again, and we be made more than conquer- 
ors through the power of the Spirit of God. 



All penitent sinners will, and must be "^con- 
strained to seek after Christ, as the only refuge 
for their guilty souls. When we feel we are 
lost, WfB shall seek to be saved, and they that 
seek will find. They that are weary and heavy 
laden, under the burden of sin, will assuredly 
find their rest in Christ ; while their fear lest 
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their repentance should not be genuitie, is one 
of the best evidences in their favour. I have 
heard of some felons that have gone te execu- 
tion more like martyrs than criminals; but I 
should rather suppose that all who are saved 
from sin, will be made to l^iment what sm evil 
and bitter thing it is in itseif ; and such will feol 
to the last as ^e publican did, when he smote 
upon his breast and cried, " Gtod be merciful to 
me a sinner." To die as a patent is not to die 
in despair. 



If the things of eternity are( of infinitely great- 
er importance than those of time and s^se, I ap« 
prehend we can never feel more than we showii 
on the discovery of our exceeding sinfulness be- 
fore God. Could we feel as much as we should, 
under the conviction of our sinfulness, it would 
be more than our human constitutions could 
sustain ; and especially at die discovery of these 
evils in a more immediate and unexpected man- 
ner. I have often thought what a strong ex- 
emplification we have of this almighty power, 
respecting some whom St. Paul mentioned, as 
belonging to the Corinthian church, who came 
iiKo their assemblies, though unbelieverSi and 
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« were ccmvinced of all, and juc^^ed of all^ and 
thiss felling down on their faces, w^sbipped 
Grod, and repotted that Gbd was in them of a 
truth." 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 26. 



I have heard many people cry out, " Why, 
your religion is too strict for us ; your mode of 
jH-eaching will not do for our mode of hving." I 
see, therefore, that it is of little use to instruct 
people's brains, till God has set their hearts 
right ; then they become right in judgment, by 
God making them right in heart. 



A hard, unfeeling heart, hardened through the 
deceitfiiliD^ess of sin, is the effect of infid^y« 
Nothing but Divine grace in the soul can prove 
the remedy against this sad disease ; and only 
the effectual working of this almighty power, 
renovating the heart, brings an evidence with it 
of such Divine realities, even "the very sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen;" and this will grow into a 
holy assurance of our being in posses^cm of that 
grace in time, which must ripen into eternal 
8 
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bliss. The peace of God, which passeth all un* 
derstanding, shall thus keep the heart and mind 
through Jesus Christ, still growing up into God 
in all things, till we enjoy the ultimate end of 
our faith — the eternal salvation of the soul. 
What sort of joys has the world to offer us, 
when compared with these ? Thousands have 
found her lying vanities to be an empty cheat. 



We cannot be too deeply convinced of the 
evil of sin, if it does not degenerate into despair; 
while it is a great mercy if the Lord thereby 
guards us against the commission of it ; other- 
wise, according to the strong expression of St 
Peter, we shall be apt to return, "like the dog to 
his vomit, or the sow that was washed to hex 
wallowing in the mire ;" this we all shall do if 
left to ourselves. 



Repentance, if genuine, is not the passing sor* 
row of the day, but the real feeling and habit of 
the heart. The original expression means just 
as much ; it is the renewal of the mind into the 
very image of God. It creates within us an ab- 
horrence of that which is evil, and a cleaving 
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to that which is good, and can only be known 
by its fruits. 



Can the Bible give us the character of a more 
exalted Christian, than what is comprehended 
in that of a penitent believer? Is not this the 
character of the real penitent — that be hates all 
sin, and renounces it? And who is the be- 
liever ? Why, one who has Christ dwelling in 
his heart by faith, who lives in holy friendship 
with God, through the redemption that is in 
him, and consequently pants to be dedicated to 
his glory. Then is a man, who thus repeitts 
and believes, a good man, and in. a state of §al- 
vation ? or a bad man, and in a state of coti- 
demnation ? 



It was the word of the gospel, in the hand of 
Ae Divine Spirit, which effectually accomplish- 
ed the work of salvation in the souls of men, on 
th,e day of Pentecost. They were seriously im- 
pressed under a sense of the evil of sin ; they 
were "pricked to the heart;" they were con- 
vinced that they were wrong, and resolutely de- 
termined by the grace of God to be right. This 
made them ask the solemn question, " Men and 
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brethren, what shall we do to be sared 1^ They 
besought the preacher to tell them how they 
were to get out of a bad state into a good one. 
It was not the language of cold and distant ad- 
miration and surprise; but it was language 
which proved that matters were brought to a 
point between themselves and God. The word 
preached was^ powerfully applied : it was the 
power of God to the salvation of their souls. 
These were the wise wonders of God that made' 
such as were fpols, because of transgression, 
wise unto salvation, and wisely holy. 



They who have received the gift of a broken 
and contrite heart, have received one of the 
greatest blessings Divine mercy can bestow ; it 
is for such humbled sinners that all the rich 
promises of pardon, life, and holiness, are freely 
held forth as " the gift of God,'' throu^ Jesus 
ChrBt. 



We who have been crucified with Christ, and 
who have been made partakers of the power of 
his spiritual resurrection, are to suppose that all 
our fonper evils are left behind in the grave 
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fiom whence he arose ; they are buried and for- 
gotten, as though they had never been. 



Christ alone is the Life, and a giver of ^ 
most glorious life to all those who are bom 
from above. He not only correctly depicts his 
image upon the regenerate heart, but puts his 
own life upon every feature he creates within. 
This is a religion that never could have been 
contrived by the art of man, as it can only be 
accomplished by the power of God. All other 
evidences of the truth of Christianity seem to 
sink into nothing when compared with this — 
the inspiration of the living mind and soul of 
Christ by that faith which works by love, and 
makes us one with him. Without this life, 
whatever our jMrofession may be, we are still 
dead before him — '^ (lead in trespasses and 
sins." Oh, what a brilliant passage is that, 
^ Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God : when Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.'' Yes, it is "Christ within us" that 
is " the hope of glory," communicating the di- 
Tinest realities to the heart, and is nothing less 
&aii the infusion of heaven itself through all 
8* 
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the &cttki68 of the sonl^ and estaUi^t^ ^Im* 
kingdom there, whidi '< is righteonoaese, «ttd 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 



Regeneration is not too hard for the Lord, 
thou^ it is the hardest work he has to per- 
form. For when the worU was made, there 
was nothing in it but wisdom and goodness : 
bat when he has to convert the soul, all the 
powers of hell are engaged against the work of 
heaven upon the mind ; and it can never be 
accomplished but by the hand of Onmipotence 
itself. 



Though it may not be neoesscry to inquim 
about the mameni of a sinner's conTevsion ; 
yet there are diousands in the world, who can 
raoiember the time and plaee in which Divine 
mercy was first manifested to Aeir hearts. How 
many well recollect the first sermon they ever 
heard with a Divine effect ; or, perhaps, sonM 
other providential means which bfought aboot 
the same desirable end. And yet I think it is 
not an improbable ctmjecture, ibat matty of 
those vfbo heard Peter^ first sennoD might ia^ 
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ti^ preachii^ re^^eotanee m the wiUemess of 
Judea ; and that sooite former coQvictu»is they 
then received, were afterward more strongly 
and powerfully revived. 

Nor need we deny that whieh the Scriptures 
have positively revealed, respecting the apostle 
Paul, the Philippian jailer, and 2jacoheus the' 
publican, whosesndden conversions w^e accom- 
plished by an immediate operation of a Divine 
power on each of their minds. And yet othezs, 
who were evidently made partakers of the ssam 
grace, were wrought upon in a very different 
manner. The timid Nicodemus, who, through 
fear, could not venture to come to Jesus but by 
night, was certainly serfcing for something he 
Mi be nee^ted &om him ; otherwise he wonM 
have entirely kept away. Yet afterward, when 
the light of Divine truth had shone more pow- 
erfiilly upon his mind, he became more confi- 
dent in his profession, and proved it by his more 
courageous zeal, when, with Joseph of Arima- 
thea, he showed that he was not ashamed to 
own our crucified Lord, when he brought his 
costly spices to his funeral. 

The same gradual dmnge was shown in the 
li^nd of ^ pious ewtaridHi, whose " {oa^^rs 
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and whose alms came up as a memorial befoM 
Gk)d, " a long time before he heard from Peter, 
"words whereby he should be saved ;" and prob- 
ably a similar instance of the change made by 
Divine grace might have been seen in Lydia, 
who seems to have attended " where prayer was 
wont to be made," before she heard Paul, and' 
whose heart the Lord afterward more fully 
opened. And surely, there can be no doubt that 
such as .were brought to accept the salvation of 
the gospel, by a more gradual change from dark- 
ness to light, are not less " the children of the 
light, anddf the day," than others. 



There was no man ever so fiur from God at 
one time, and brought so near to him at another, 
as Saul of Tarsus. . ' 



I do not ask you how you were converted, 
or by whom, — but are you really converted 7 
Many, many have what the Scriptures call " the' 
fonn of godliness," but know nothing of the 
power of it. 

I Imve learned by experience, that no man^i 
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ebatactBt can be eyentadiy injured, but by his 
own acts. 

We never know the worth of oat own minds, 
till we are blessed with the grace and mind of 
Christ. 



I have heard some people speak against /<?6Z- 
ing in religion ; and when we talk about it, they 
call us enthusiasts : but I think we may safely 
call them so. Peelings ! why, I shall never go 
from one side of a street to another, if t have 
not feeling. I shall never move my hand or 
my head, if I have not feeling. It is absurd to 
talk against feelings. Man is not a stock nor a 
stone; he mtist feel. Show me a man without 
feelings, and I wonder what sort of a creature 
he will be ! Well, then, what shall I do with my 
feelings ? Why, have God's law written upon 
them: I shall then have the wisdom of holiness, 
the holy love of God, and the influences of his 
holy Spirit within me. 



A religion without feeling is no religion* How 
can we have repentance without feeling holy 
sorrow for sin, and indignation against it ? How 
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can we have faith in the Lord Jesus, and behold 
that infinite fiilness of grace treasured up 
in him for us, without rejoicing in him, while 
we believe with joy unspeakable and fuH of 
glory? 



The fisuth of the renowned patriarch Abraham 
was strong and clear, respecting the person and 
glories of Christ Faith is a long-sighted grace ; 
Ibr notwithstanding the distance of time, he 
" rejoiced to see Christ's day ; he saw it, and 
was glad." Paul declares that the same faith 
which justified Abraham, justifies believers in 
all ages } that the blessings of the same salva- 
tion ar^ to be imparted to us akso, if blessed with 
the same faith that dwelt in him who is the 
father of (he fiiithfuL 



' A spiritual appetite to feed on Christ, is tbf 
greatest blessing a man can have. O let us re 
member, if we do not receive religion experi 
mentally, we do not receive it at all. Real re 
ligion is an inward and holy intimacy betweei 
God and the soul. 
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It ia the highest presumption and My to think 
g{ heaven till made meet foi it Twice over the 
Lord declared, by his own eternal truths that 
<< except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 

No language can fully show the blessing of 
repentance unto life; and though repentance it- 
self cannot save us, yet we never can be saved, 
or come to Christ, without it. 



If I may be permitted to drop one tear as I 
enter the portals of the city of my God, it will 
be at taking an eternal leave of that beloved and 
profitable companion, repentance. 



All real penitents dread the evil of sin, and 
justly fear lest they should be punished for it ; 
and none, but such, as are blessed with the 
grace of a broken and contrite heart, can or 
will come to Christ to be pardoned and saved. 
Matt. ix. 12, 13. 

. It appears to me, that thegraceof God mends 
the head while it converts the heart It brings 

Digitized by Google 



Ite tniiid tnlowcfa a hoty^iregvlax fiwM, ^t 
tv« can know notbii^ of the good of oar own 
OKUtence, till we^dst in Ood. 



The vivifying grace of Christ in the soul, is 
an earnest of that glorious resurrection when 
body and soul shall be reunited, when we shall 
see our Redeemer as he is, and be for evef with 
the Lord. 

When once we are msAe to hate sin, we may 
be sure there is a Divine change. 



Christ was the second Adam, infinitely pure 
and holy in his nature ; and consequently, by 
my being united to him, I have his nature in 
the stead of my own. So that, while I feel too 
much of my old nature still remaining, I feel 
also a new nature prevailing, which, "after 
God, is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.*^ 



If I am justified, it is that I may be sancti- 
fied ; as if I am sanctified, it is that I may be 
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glorified. While we can nerer sufficiently 
praise God for the gospel, and for that '^ righte- 
ousness by figuth which is unto all, and upon all 
fliat believe," I should find the gospel very de- 
fective indeed, if it were not a complete remedy 
for the diseases of my heart 



It is very curious how the leaven in the bread 
lightens and makes it palatable and good ; so 
when the leaven of the gospel comes into the 
heart, it afiects every fi^culty of it, and the truth 
is known by its power as felt on the mind. 



Righteousness creates a heaven in every 
man's house into which it enters, and it becomes 
the glory of the fiimily circle. 



Good and bad there will be of all parties; but 
these things prove to me the reality of the 
Christian dispensation, since nothing but its own 
native simplicity and purity could have pre- 
served it in existence, while placed in the hands 
of so many whose Uves are contrary to its holy 
doctrines. 

9 
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It has been said by some, that there are cer« 
tain terms and conditions required of man, 
whereby he may qualify himself to receive 
the merits of the Saviour. In reply to this, I 
would ask, Which will require most, to qualify 
ourselves for heaven, or for Christ? Which 
is of greater importance, the man who builds 
the house, or the house itself? The answer, 
I suppose, will be. The man who builds 
the house. If so, without qualifying ourselves 
for the merits of Christ, we can more easily 
at once qualify ourselves for heaven itself, 
and this will put Christ and his great salvation 
completely out of the question ; for if we can 
merit the greater, we can certainly merit the 



Faith and repentance are the effect of our sal- 
vation, they cannot therefore be the cause of it ; 
any more than motion, which is the effect of life, 
can be said to be the cause why we live or- 
move ; and so Bishop Beveridge settles the mat- 
ter : " How can I do good works in order to my 
justification, when I can do no good works tiU 
after I am justified?" 
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Some people are more in danger from their 
good works than their bad ones, if they are 
tempted to make them the ground of their con- 
fidence before God. 



We are never so worthy, as when we feel and 
lament our unworthiness ; and never so un- 
worthy, as when we ignorantly imagine our- 
selves to be worthy. 

When we have God within us, we have glory 
within us ; and when we are without God, we 
are without every thing. It were better that we ' 
had never been bom at all, if we are not bom 
again. 

God cannot take us to heaven without giving 
us his image ; his image is given as the deed of 
conveyance ; let that be shown, and we shall 
soon be put in possession of the heavenly in- 
heritance. 

A religious man is under the regulation of 
God ; the dignity conferred on us, by the im- 
plantation of the Divine nature, renders us holy, 
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just, and good ; by this we are sedate and wise. 
Still, religion, say some, drives multitudes into 
madness and despair ! Is it not much more con- 
sistent with truth, that thousands are driven 
mad, and Hve madmen all the days of their 
lives, who are under the entire management of 
their corrupted passions and abominable de- 
sires? 



The morality of our Lord's sermon on the 
mount amounts to this — ^that the real Christian 
is mortified to every vile passion, and most 
completely devoted to God. 



SINNERS, OF WHOM I AM CHIEF. 

Did ever one of Adam's race 
Cost thee, my Lord, more toil and grace 
Than I have done, before my soul 
Could yield to thy Divine control ! 

How great the pow'r, how vast the sway. 
That first constrained me to obey ; 
How large the grace thou didst impart. 
Which conquer'd sin, and won my heart. 
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Tile was my heart, deep plunged in sm, 
A dismal den of thieves within ; 
Where every lufit presumed to dwell. 
The hateful progeny of hell. 

A deep apostate from my God, 
I trampled on the Saviour's blood ; 
I scorn'd his mercy, mock'd his pain, 
And crucified my Lord again. 

But, lo! the chief of sinners now 
Is brought be&re thy throne to bow ; 
Surely this mighty pow'r from thee 
Can conquer all that conquers me. 

Hail, dearest Lord, my choicest love 
By pity drawn from realms above ; 
I wonder at that grace of thine, 
That won a heart so vile as mine. 
9* 
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LOVE TO GOD, HIS CAUSE, AND HIS PEOPLE. 

It is a most awfnl thing to have a divided 
heart. Had we ten thousand hearts to give, 
they would be less than the excellent Majesty 
deserves. Take caure of a divided heart ; k«ep 
up a sharp and perpetual contest. I am Crod's 
by creation, by preservation, by redemption, and 
sanctification. " Thou shaJt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and soul, and strength." 
Paul says, " 1 pray God, your whole body, soul, 
and spirit," (what have we else?) "may be 
preserved blameless.'' Touch not the devil's 
work. 

A half-way profession is perfectly prohibited 
in the word of God. Thanks be to God for those 
who are decided. The world expects nothing 
from you ; if they have given you up, all the bet- 
ter. Keep yourselves fromall those who are burn- 
ing with the fever of corruption and sin. Some 
are in a happy state ; they live high, they are spi- 
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ritually minded. God occupies their miadd; 
they sit in heavenly places. God so send you 
into this paradise, that you may have too for to 
go to coalesce with the world ! These are they 
who live above the world. 

What shall I do with the people who are half 
for Baal, and half for God? They know so 
much of religion that they are spoiled for the 
world ; • such can't go clean into the world as 
others can. They don't go 'oery often to the 
playhouse — only now and then as a rarity. 
God keep me from the devil's rarities ! 

What a mercy to be wholly dedicated to God. 
I defy any to be too much dedicated, or to get 
too fiir from the world. 



How intimately connected is the doctrine of 
thesanctification of our natures with that of the 
redemption of souls, by the atonement of our 
most holy Redeemer. I ask what can win to 
such loving and such lasting obedience to God, 
as that of pardoning love and mercy through 
Jesus Christ ? Who can resist such motives to- 
obedience, as are to be found in words hke these : 
" God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever beUeveth in faini 
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should not perish, but have everlasting life T 
Can such haye a wish to " continue in sin that 
f(race may abound ?" all that is within them 
abhors the thought, and at once they cry, " God 
forbid ; how shall they that are dead unto sin 
Uve any longer therein ?" for they who believe 
" are crucified with Christ," and hereby it is 
that the world is crucified unto them, and they 
unto the world ; " they are dead, and their lives 
are hid with Christ in God ;" thus every justi- 
fied sinner must feel himself sanctified, and giv- 
en up to God ; he hves under the agency of 
that Spirit, whereby Christ is formed within him 
the hope of glory, and whereby the Divine na- 
ture is implanted : and how can tho^e who are 
under an influence so Divine, do otherwise than 
live to God, like those who are alive firom the 
dead? 

Here again we can make our boast in the Lord; 
hypocrites there always were, and will be ; yet 
notwithstanding that, we have happily evidence in 
abundance, that the transformation of the human 
mind is not only faithfully promised but efiect- 
uallyperformed. Lionsaretumedintolambs,and 
monsters inhuman shape are con verted into men, 
by a manifestation of those divine effects which 
truly renders them " new creatures in Christ. 
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Jesus" our Lord ; they are " turned from dark- 
ness unto light, from the power of Satan unto 
God ;" being once dead in trespasses and sins, 
yet now are they quickened, and are raised up 
together, to sit in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus our Lord: and while some would ab- 
surdly explain away the truth of all these scrip- 
tural expressions, so well calculated to set forth 
the nature and dignity of the holy change, as 
being nothing more than a sef of unmeaning 
metaphors ; yet, blessed be God, if possible, we 
know that we have more than proof, while we 
enjoy such an abundance of evidence of the 
reality of the almighty power which accomr 
plishas such wonders of grace and holiness on 
the hearts of thousands. This, and this alone, 
deserves to be denominated true religion, and 
all besides is nothing better than miere vanity, 
and idle form. 



Some deists will tell you that they cannot 
believe in miracles — ^that they cannot believe 
the mysteri^ of the word of God. Well ; we 
will not take them so far out of their depth ; 
but we would ask them, Do you like the direc- 
tions of the word of God? It is there said, 
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<< Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart." Now, God is not to be loved as a 
person, but as a Spirit ; and that we may eonoh 
prehend him, and study him, and love him, he 
is brought before us in the person of Jesus 
Christ. The man who loves God, loves god- 
liness ; and if he loves godliness, he will love 
the practice of godliness ; for we all try to be 
like that which we love. If we love God, we 
shall love his commands ; and if we love his 
commands, we shall try to keep them. 

The Lord the Spirit divinely convinces the 
awakened sinner of the work of Jesus : he sees 
it, and is enabled, as his faith increases, to rest 
satisfied with the fulness of it ; he rejoices in 
the dignity of it, and is happy in the security 
of it. This teaches him boldly to renounce all 
his homespun righteousness as dross : he dares 
not bring it as a condition at first, or as a 
wretched adjunct to c6mplete the whole at last. 
No ; he renounces it wholesale^ and is enabled 
to rest only upon Jesus as his everlasting alh 

A rich man would be ashamed of himself, if 
a poor beggar boy should claim such a relation- 
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ship as the meanest Christian may claim to 
God. Oh, what a mercy it is to be enabled to 
say. " Our Father who art in heaven." 



When a man is made a Christian, it becomes 
his delight to do the will of God. When that 
holy prayer is answered, " Thy kingdom come," 
(and the time is drawing nearer and nearer,) 
and " righteousness, peace, and joy," are estab- 
lished in the world ; then men will say, as a 
matter of course, " Thy will be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven." Men will then wish 
to be as angels, and will only grieve when they 
do not come up to the pattern. 

In all the avocations of time, the child of 
God will never lose sight of his heavenly 
Father. I have often seen a little child follow- 
ing his parent in the fields, and stooping now 
and then to gather a few flowers ; he looks up, 
and sees him at a distance, the little creature 
runs and gets up to him again, afraid he should 
go too far away. So the Christian, while gather- 
ing a few flowers from the world, sufiers his 
God to be often at a distance firom him ; but 
the instant he perceives that he is alone, he 
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fnna to reach again his Father, Prot^c^r, aod 
Friend. 



When I get to glory my happiness will be 
complete, because my heart and my God will 
be in everlasting unison with each other. The 
children of God know no other end in religion, 
but that their souls may thereby be brought 
nearer and nearer to God every day. 



It is said, the love of God is shed abroad in 
the heart by the power of the Holy Ghost 
God the Holy Ghost pours out that fine com- 
pound of grace that shall make us cry out, 
" Thy name is as ointment poured forth." 



If I have a firiend, I take a pleasure in his 
company; in like manner, if I love God, I 
delight to talk of him, and walk with him. 



What a blessing it is to feel Christ as our 
life, while wq are in life ; that, when we come 
to die, we may find bis love as a fire within vmj 
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warming our souls while the chilling hand of 
death is upon us ! 



Not only have we to adore our Saviour as 
our dying Lord, but as our risen Conqueror 
over all our foes. All our enemies are now 
subdued by Him who has led captivity captive, 
and lives to triumph over theti!i all ; death 
will he swallow up in victory, and the very 
existence of sin shall speedily be no more. 
Being thus exalted at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, as God, he cannot change, 
like the sons of men ; for with him is no varia- 
bleness nor shadow of turning, being the same 
to^lay, yesterday, and for ever ; he rests in his 
love ; therefore, having loved his own, he must 
love them to the end. 



Oh the unutterable blessing of having such 
an Advocate with the Father to plead our cause 
before the eternal throne ! Why should guilt 
ever again keep us from drawing near to God, 
while the sinner's Friend must be heard, whose 
plei^ must assuredly prevail ? 
10 
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" Lord, to whom shall we go ?" To the law 1 
That curses us. To the world? That is a 
delusive bubble. To sin and corruption? It 
has polluted our minds, and done us mischief 
in abundance. Whither can we got " Thou 
hast the words of eternal life." We know, and 
are sure, that thou art Christ, the Son of the 
UvingOod. 

Unless you live in Christ you are dead to 
God. 

Christians do not serve as staves, but as sons ; 
they serve because they love the service. Holi-^ 
ness is heaven. 



If Christ were to give me his heaven, without 
giving me himself, what would that be ? But 
when he gives me himself^ he gives me an 
invaluable blessing. 

The older I grow, the more I feel my need 
of the Saviour ; and the only evidence I have 
of my interest in him, is the life-giving in- 
fluence of a living Redeemer on my heart, 
« We know that we are his, by the Spirit which 
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He hath given us." Oh, fine expression ! " Be- 
cause I live, ye shall Uve also." If Jesus lives 
in our hearts by faith, then, and then only, can 
we say, " I know that my Redeemer liveth." 
This language belongs only to those who are 
"dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God," 
through Jesus Christ, their living and life-giving 
Lord. 

Christ took the body for me, that I might be 
in union with himself. And with that body he 
ascended. I cannot understand the mystery of 
these things, how that body is now before the 
throne of God his Father; but I bless God 
that, upon the credit of revelation, I can believe 
them. 



Nothing upon earth can make sin so odious 
in the sight of a real Christian,' as a view of the 
sufferings of Christ. Those people know nothing 
of the gospel, in whose hearts there does not 
exist hatred to sin. 



If the sun shines on a dull brick or stone, 
they reflect none of its beams, there is nothing 
in them capable of this ; nor is there in an un- 
godly man, any natural power of reflecting the 
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ligfat of God. But let the sun shine upon a 
diain(»id, and see what rays of sparkling beauty 
it emits. Just so the Christian who has the 
graces of the Spirit ; when God shines on his 
soul, beams of celestial loveliness are reflected 
by him on the world. The Christian's charac- 
ter should savour of holiness. The promise is, 
"I will be as the dew unto Israel :" and how 
sweet is the fragrance of the flower after the 
gentle falling of the dew ; so must the true 
believer be under the soft distilment of the drop- 
pings of heaven on his heart. Cultivate a spirit 
of love. Love is the diamond among the jewels 
of the believer's breastplate. The other graces 
shine like the precious stones of nature, with 
their own peculiar lustre and various hues, but 
the diamond is white; now in white all the 
colours are united, so in love is centred every 
other Christian grace and virtue: "love is the 
fulfilling of the Idw." 



May we covet earnestly the best gifts ; and as 
we are not so fertile as we should be, may we 
pant for more of that fertilizing grace which may 
enable us to bring forth more fruit to God; that 
we may have grace, and have it more abun- 
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dantly. We are to increase in the knowledge 
of all things, growing up to Qod perpetually. 



Christian tempers are the best evidences of 
real grace ; love is the fulfilling of the law. It 
is wonderful how much the Bible insists upon 
these things as an evidence of the grace of God 
in the heart 



Nothing melts and conquers like love. This 
has been iMx>ved to us by the love of Christ 



We should distinguish between that spirit of 
selfishness which makes us care for no one's 
interest but our own, and a serious regard for 
our pwn spiritual good. Christians delight 
themselves in the Lord, while it is <' Christ 
within themP that "is the hope of glory;" 
and thus it is 'promised in return, that <' a 
good man shall be satisfied from himself." 



The love of Ood appears in his lawj inas- 
much as by our obejringthe command to love 
Him who is infinitely lovely, we are made like 
10* 
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hfan ; and this will make us happy in oursehw, 
when we are made happy in him. So also, 
while by the Divine command we are directed 
to do unto others as we wonld they should do 
unto us, diis would make all the world happy 
with each other. 

Christians remember, with hoJy contrition, 
that all creation deeply suffers and groans 
through the sin of man ; and it should be our 
Qflwearied aim to alleviate those su&rings to 
the utmost of out power. 

I would rather die ten thousand deaths, Uian 
that the cause of Qod should grow cold upon 
my heart 

The word of Qod gives us to understand, that 
as wonders have in former ages been done by 
the gpspel, so in future still greater glories shall 
be accomplished : nor in our day " is the Lord's 
arm shortened that it cannot save, nor his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear." Nay, the longer 
wet live, the manifestation of still greater glories 
ought to be expected ; for the time is still to 
oomay when ^ the knowledge of the Lord shall 
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cover the earth, as the waters do the sea ;" yea, 
^ the kingdoms of the earth shall become the 
kmgdoms of our Lord and of his Chnst" 



When the cause is of God, we cannot be too 
zealous in promoting it 

The highest gratilScation to a gracious mind 
is to confer the happiness on others, in loving 
and doing them good, which through the par- 
doning love of Christ has been given to us by 
our conversion to him. 



Did we but duly consider that we are hasten- 
ing, as fast as time can carry ns, to that judg- 
ment-seat where the shadows of the world shall 
be eternally forgotten, we should regard that 
man as the wisest, who contends most earnestly 
for the substance of religion. 



Once my mind had its doubts respecting a 
mission to the heathen ; unbelief said there were 
a thousand difficulties in the way. I thank God 
that my soul was made to blush, when that text 

Digitized by Google 



116 LOVE TO GOD, 

was brought to my recollection, " God is able 
of these stones to raise up children to Abraham." 
Now what is so inanimate as a stone? Had the 
metaphor been taken from trees, or any other 
part of the vegetable creation, there we might 
have discovered the existence, at least of vege- 
table life ; but what power can command stones 
to live, but the power of the living God? 



It is high time to awake from our lethargy, 
and bestir ourselves for God. May the minis- 
ters of the everlastipg gospel never fear to hold 
forth the complete salvation of the Son of God, 
without the least reserve ; and may the people 
learn to prove the excellency of what they 
preach, by living as becomes the high vocation 
unto which they are called ; then let who will 
oppose, certain I am, terrible as an army with 
banners, from conquering to conquer, shall 
we proceed in our spiritual combat ; for our 
God will bless us, increase us abundantly, and 
enable us to persevere unto the end. 



What manner of persons should Christian 
missionaries be, " in all holy conversation and 
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godliness P How full of that heavenly-mind- 
edness, which shall raise them so &r above the 
world, as though they had scarce an existence 
in it ! What a holy burning zeal for the salva- 
tion of souls ! And what wisdom from above 
to conduct that zeal ! ^ What purity of know- 
ledge to deal with those, whose deep-rooted fond- 
ness for their ancient superstitions will make 
them watch, with a jealous eye, over every 
attempt to declare among them " the truth as 
it is in Jesus." Nor should their patience, meek- 
ness, and child-like simplicity, be less eminent 
than their zeal. They must win by love, and 
conquer by holy perseverance. 



The more we feel our hearts brought into 
sweet union with God, the more will our union 
with each other be attended with such conse- 
quences as are happy and blessed among our- 
selves. Peace and love from God, when shed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit from 
above, is sure to produce peace and love among 
ourselves. What a perpetual hell possesses the 
minds of those who are under the dominion of 
their corrupted passions ; and what sweet se- 
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renity, what perfect peace do they enjoy whose 
minds are stayed on God ! 

How soon Christians get acquainted with 
each other ! How sweet those silken cords of 
love which the dear Redeemer twines round 
the hearts of his children, constraining them, 
by being one with him, to be one with each 
other ! O when shall this love more and more 
abound, that we may exemplify a stronger 
argument in defence of Christianity, than a 
thousand volumes from the pen of infidelity 
shall be able to confute ! Well, blessed be God, 
we can produce a degree of proof that Christians 
love! 

How very strongly do the corrupted passions 
of men mix themselves with the sacred cause 
of God ! And how very apt are we to think 
we are doing God service, while fleshly con- 
tentions for a mere party blind our eyes, and 
forbid us to remember, " that the kingdom of 
God is not meats and drinks ; but righteousness 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 



An experimental knowledge of the Friend of 
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diBners is the only true basis upon which real 
disinterested friendship can be built. From the 
best of motives, such a man is of a more gener- 
ous turn than to love in prosperity alone : in 
adversity he is the same. His conduct is in^ 
variable throughout. 

Did the world but know the pleasant con* 
viviality and real affection the children of God 
enjoy with each other, they woiild never be 
surprised that we envy them not their midnight 
revel, nor wish to partake with them the cup of 
intoxication, roaring out, like madmen, the 
wretched song of the drunkard. 



Christians can easily forgive those who have 
been metdfuUy forgiven by our Saviour. Noth- 
ing can be so delightful as the contrite language 
of a penitent sinner. 

CJontroversy among Christians should not 
interrupt their friendship and esteem for each 
other. 

The heart which is evangelized is made ten- 
der and kind. Let us pray for the love, which 
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(tttinot, in this imperfect state of things^ pre- 
cisely think alike t if, even in the earliest ages 
of the church, differences subsisted in lesser 
matters^ yet how strictly forbidden were they to 
suffer these differences to break the bonds of 
brotherly love, and to create separation between 
those who were all one in Christ. 



It is our duty to hold communion with all 
who hold communion with Christ. Little party 
differences should never prompt us to deviate 
from Christian fellowship with each other. 



It is an old proverb, "Like loves like, all 
the world over ;" and this is fully exemplified 
among the children of God, where they have 
right feeUngs, and where the communion of 
saints intimately prevails. When we truly love 
God, we are sure to love one another. 



The happiness of Christians being founded 
on die solid basis of their union with Christ, 
and consequently on the best of principles, is 
11 
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fiur superior to what can be aijoyed fifom mere 
natural affisction. 



God has his people among all denominations 
of Christians, but none of them are the better 
for being bigoted. I will leave you to regard 
your own party, but I will not leave you be- 
cause you are not of my party. I want to love 
the image of God, wherever I find it, in pref- 
erence to any party. 

I do not want to squeeze any man's con* 
science : I rather wish to see men respect each 
other's belief, and meet in the unity of that 
Christian love which ought to be conunon to 
all. 

My advice to Christians is, to drop conten- 
tion, to love one another, and to seek the manna 
of the kingdom. This is not setting fighting 
dogs together by the ears, but directing the chil- 
dren to agree among themselves. 



While friends and brethren can dwell together 
in unity, such unity as the grace of God creates 
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Upon the heart, they have among tt]^iiiselves 
an emblem of heaven upon earth. 



Wheii once our minds arie blessed with this 
holy love, they will take a large range indeed ; 
all objects of human wo, however widely ex- 
tended, will become objects of our commisera- 
tion and subjects of our benevolence. All 
those social and relative duties, to which the 
God of providence, according to our situation 
in life, may have directed our attention, will be 
noticed by the real Christian, as by one who 
knows it his duty to be " holy in all manner of 
conversation." Mark the influence of these 
heavenly dispositions, where, by the grace of 
God, they are found to prevail ; look into your 
counting-houses, your shops, and throughout 
all your family connexions. Does misery haunt 
you where love prevails ? Where are the wise 
and affectionate husbands, the obedient and 
tender wives, the parents who rule their children 
in the fear of God, the children who give 
honour to their parents with respectful rever- 
ence and fear, the masters who command with 
mildness, the servants who obey with simplicity 
and sinsrleness of heart as unto the Lord, and 
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the lH?e(hren and sisters who feel the mfluenco 
of that uniting love which makes than all as 
one? Where are these to be found? Why, 
among those who have this most blessed law of 
God, which, in all its branches, is but the law 
of love, written and engraven by God himself 
upon the tables of the human heart. Yes, this 
is that love which proves itself to be " the ful- 
filling of the law." Even that love of God, 
which, as the apostle expresses it, is "shed 
abroad in the heart, by the Holy Ghost, which 
is given unto us." 



Some have been led to despise all religion, 
because they that are esteemed religious charac- 
ters dispute among themselves. If gold were 
not valuable, few would strive so diligently to 
acquire it. The truth of God is of everlasting 
worth, or we had not been directed to contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to Ae 
saints. 
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SOCIAL AND CHRISTIAN DUTIES. 

OxTR infinitely merciful God has so regulated 
the government of the human race, that they 
should be helpmeets to each other ; that there- 
by a general bond of union may be created for 
the good of the whole. The poor, though in 
servitude, should find guardians and supporters 
in the rich, who have it in their power to make 
their situation a blessing to them, by a merciful 
and kind deportment towards them. Parental 
authority was most mercifully instituted accord- 
ing to the laws of nature, so that the care 
needed by children, and the honour due to pa- 
rents arising from it, might create a bond of 
union between families through life. The 
foundation of all this originated in the marriage 
contract, which civilized nations have univer- 
11* 
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sally adopted, and which, when broken, renders 
mankind a set of barbarians. 



All our happiness between each other, inde- 
pendently of the grace of God, rests upon very 
slippery ground. Even the common social and 
relative duties of life, which so plainly recom- 
mend themselves to every man's judgment and 
conscience, will be ill practised where this Di- 
vine principle is wanting. 



That fooUsh fondness which scmie married 
people discover towards each other, very fre- 
quently d^eneratses into compile disgust. 



To live without natural affection converts 
man into a monster. The Creator of our 
nature has kindly interwoven it in our con- 
stitutions, to operate as a social bond between 
each other. Were we without it, the world 
would be a thousand times worse than it is ; 
and though these bonds are most cruelly vio- 
lated among such as are in a course of nature, 
yet where grace reigns through righteoume^js, 
how sweetly we are united to each other 
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thereby, and how comfortably are we directed 
to those social and relative duties between each 
other, in which the present happiness of human 
life so much consists ! 



Have Christian parents at all times acted 
b^f<^^ Iheir children as they ought to have 
acted ? Have they manifested the deadness to 
the world which alone is consistent with their 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus ? If they 
have shown their children a little conformity 
to the world, whereby the children, according 
to the corrupted principles of the human heart, 
are tempted to seek a littlis ^ore, the fault 
originatol in the parents. 



Grood parents seldppd h;i,ve bad childieh; 
there may be exceptions, but they will generally 
find cause to blame themselves. 



We should chastise piir children as the Lor4 
corrects hi^; never in wrath, but always in 
loye. Every stripe given by an angry hand, 
from ar revenp^elul heart, increases the evil hs 
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which the child is so unwisely and unmercifully 
corrected. 



When children are grown beyond our re- 
straint, opposition oftentimes answers no other 
end than to rivet them to their purposes. We 
can go no further than to commit them to 
God. 



It were well, if both parents and children 
would duly consider the proper limits of their 
reciprocal duty towards each other; but for 
want of this, how frequently do children and 
parents distract their own minds, and destroy 
the peace of all connected with them ! 



The education of children is a most serious 
and important charge, and perhaps as difficult 
as important ; for nature is very corrupted, and 
sure to make its early efforts against every at- 
tempt to promote their real good. To counter- 
act this corrupted principle, and to use every 
means for the establishment of the Divine nature 
early in the minds of youth, should be the 
serious aim of all such as are intrusted with this 
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w^hty concern. While it is with man to 
use the means, it rests ooly with God to give 
the blessing. The time of youth, however, 
must be considered as the most promising for 
success. 



We hear very much in the gospels of our 
Lord's notice of children, and of his love to a 
child-like spirit. This is a good encourage- 
ment for such as are intrusted with education ; 
but shall I be understood, if I observe, that 
all such should be very righteous, but still not 
righteous overmuch. Children are naturally vol- 
atile : they must be humoured in things that are 
innocent, as well as corrected for their faults : 
their educators, therefore, need tempers — firm, 
though mild and dispassionate: solid under- 
standings ; and gracious, affectionate, and gen- 
erous hearts. 

To oppose this volatile disposition is to op- 
pose nature itself — it rather needs regulation 
than reproof; we should therefore first please, 
that afterward we may profit. Though a child 
should be allowed to be innocently gay, yet 
all these little gayeties may need a mild con- 
trol. Parents and guardians must first be be- 
loved before they can be obeyed, unless by ter- 
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ror, which only excites the obedience of vile 
servility, and which consequently creates detes- 
tation ; and when from the fear of these things 
the mind is emancipated, the worst of consequen- 
ces ensue from such an ill-judged education. 



It is not in the power of language to reach 
the evils that arise from the neglect of the 
duty of education. Carelessness and indif- 
ference are the open roads to pro&neness and 
infideUty. 



What wiser method can we adopt than to 
take young minds under our fostering care for 
this best of purposes. The minds oi youth, 
though corrupted in themselves, have not had 
that corruption strengthened and fed, by having 
been matured in sin through the contamina- 
ting example of others. Had the yielding twig, 
which at first bends with little resistance, been 
allowed to grow into maturity, it might be 
broken, but it would not yield or bend. 



The more I look at the subject,' the more 
satisfied I am that the reign of education is the 
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reign of order and happiness, and that to pro- 
mote it is an injunction arising out of the es- 
sence of Christianity itself. 



The first impressions which the mind receives 
frequently form the future habits of the Ufe, 
whether good or bad. Sufficient pains, there- 
fore, can scarcely be taken, to counteract the 
errors naturally arising from the ignorance of 
the human understanding, whereby wickedness 
must be the sure result. 

Nor need it be remarked, with what tendet- 
ness and care every good impression made 
upon a child's mind ought to be guarded, as 
growing on such inauspicious soil. If parents 
and teachers of children did but duly contem- 
plate the importance of their office, as it re- 
spects the first formation of the mind, how 
would they pray for that wisdom which is from 
above, that they may accomplish their task in 
the fear of God ! 



The improvement of the mind is of the first 
importance. It softens the manners, subdues 
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the passions, snd makes men feel like immottal 
beings. 



Love to God sets all right between parents 
and children, and all the world, if sill was 
wrong before. 

If I want a good servant, 1 will aim to im- 
prove his mind; I will teach him what is 
proper ; I will aim to be a good master : and 
then, I have no doubt, we shall be very happy 
together. 1 wish it were well understood that 
all duties are to be reciprocal. Let there be 
good parents, and we shall find good children ; 
let there be good masters, and we shall have 
good servants; let there be good tradesmen, 
and we shall have good customers ; let us do 
as we should, and all will be well. These are 
very plain observations, but they are often ne- 



That which ruins a good servant destroys our 
domestic happiness, as it is to them we are in- 
debted for many of our enjoyments in private 
life; , while it is the solenm duty of every CSirif- 
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Han master of a family to remember, that his 
servants should be esteemed a sort of secondary 
children ; and that the care of their souls is, 
in a great measure, committed to his charge. 
Family religion is of essential consequence, and 
God threatens to pour out his fury upon those 
families who call not on his name* 



If good servants are the greatest blessings to 
a family, and bad ones the greatest curse, I 
wonder our gentry do not strive to check 
the abominable evils of &irs more than they 
do. 



How different the servitude of those that wait 
upon each other, when compared to the servi- 
tude of those who wait upon the Lord. All his 
commands are for our own interest and good, 
and the more we serve him the better we like 
it. How different the service of the slaves of 
sin. How disgraceful their occupation, how 
badly paid ! With us it is good wages, good 
work, good food, good raiment ; while there is 
provided for all of us a building, a glorious 
12 
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building, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 



All the duties of society are reciprocal. Mas- 
ters are to command with mercy, while servants 
are to submit and perform their office with 
fidelity. Parents are to educate with the ten- 
derest affection ; children are to obey with the 
purest simplicity and love. So as it respects 
the marriage union — minds differ. It was cer- 
tainly determined that the wife should submit 
and obey ; she was " the first in transgression ;" 
but then the husband's duty is not the less to 
love, cherish, and respect her, as " the weaker 
vessel." And though the Divine being has de- 
termined that she should be in subjection, yet 
such husbands as are blessed with the mind of 
Christ, will remember that they are directed to 
"love their wives, as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it, that he might' 
sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of water 
by the word. For no man ever yet hated his 
ovm flesh, but nourisheth it and cherisheth it 
even as the Lord the church." 
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Such as have it in their power should learn 
to make the poor man's pocket the bank of their 
riches. Let them remember the Divine direc- 
tion given by our Lord, to feed the hungry, to 
clothe the naked, to visit the sick and impris- 
oned, and as they would wish to manifest mercy 
to the uttermost, let them be frugal upon them- 
selves, that they may be generous towards 
others; that they who continue strangers to the 
gospel may, by seeing their good works, be 
led to glorifv God in the day of their visita- 
tion. 



Charity shall cover a multitude of sins, in the 
best sense of the word, when it acts consist- 
ently with the passage at large, and agreeably 
to the words of Solomon, from whence they are 
taken by the apostle James, "Hatred stirreth 
up strifes, but l<fve covereth all sins," Prov. x. 
12. But how strangely have I heard this pas- 
sage perverted. If we are but charitable, as it 
is called, or rather now and then give away a 
trifle in alms-deeds, for a man may " give all 
his goods to feed the poor, but have no charity," 
1 Cor. xiii., these alms-deeds, it is said, shall 
cover all our sins. Jn short, we are told that 
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if we are now and then charitable, it shall serve 
as a salvo for all other evils ! 



The best end of living, is to live for the good 
of others. 



I do not know what comfort there can be in 
life, but as we act for the mutual good of each 
other. True Christianity is sure to produce 
real politeness, without the assistance of the 
affectation of the world. Though their sort of 
politeness is in general Ultle better than refined 
hypocrisy; yet we are commanded to "be 
pitiful and courteous." 

The unmeaning compliments of the people of 
the world are never needed among those " who 
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity." The courtesy 
of the Christian is made of better materials, and 
will not be wanting. 

Every real Christian should be a good sub- 
ject: but vice and immorality untie all the 
bonds of human society. Those principles 
whereby we are taught to fear God, and keep 
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his commandments, are found absolutely ne- 
cessary to keep us in due obedience to all the 
wholesome laws of civil society. 

Christian tradesmen are honourable charac- 
ters, and many glorify God in their stations 
more than many poor lazy creatures, who have 
nothing to hinder them from being always 
active for God. 

Be civil to the great, hut intimate with the 
good. 

I am not contented to go where I can get 
no harm, I want to go where I can get some 
good. 

Remember, that whatever station you are in, 
you are directed to glorify God in the minutest 
circumstance of life. You must have but one 
aim. Whether you eat, or whether you drink, 
or whatsoever you do, you must do it all to the 
gbry of God. 

How infinite is the forbearance of God to- 
12* 
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w^rds man, and 3^ how small a proportipQ 
have men of forbearance towards each other. 



If our blessed Jesus worked at his trade, why 
should any thhik it a disgrace to get their 
bread by their daily labour? No work should 
shame us, but the shameful work of sin. 



It is very strange that anybody should be 
otherwise than moral. But I do not only want 
a moral religion between man and man ; but, 
in order to be made fit for heaven, the vouch- 
safeipent of a holy mind. 



What a mercy it is that our God is called 
" the God of all grace," and that we have only 
to go to him ! He gives his people a spiritual 
appetite, and he is always providing for that 
appietite. Our dear Liord has given us an ad- 
mirable lesson, " Watch and pray." Don't be 
of a careless frame of mind : I have got a rock 
underneath me that will never sink — a founda- 
tion that will never give way. Verily the child 
of God is the (Md of prayer. The s|^ of 
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prayer is not at all times the same, I grant ; but 
the spirit of prayer dwells within us. 



Prayer is the breath of a new-born soul, and 
there can be no Christian life without it. 



Wherever real prayer is, there must be holy 
desires. May this be brought home to every 
heart, in the way of self-examination, that we 
may know what we really desire. 



We should live in such a holy habit and 
frame of mind, as to be at all times in a fit 9tate 
for prayer ; and that we can be looking up to 
God in frequent prayer while we are at our 
daily labour. 

It is a great merey to have a soft pillow 
under pur heads jin a djukg bour ; but, that 
you may do so, ren^ml^r you jiii|3t live nmur 
to God. 



We knaw that the infinity of God cannot be 
moved or actually drawn nearer to us by prayer, 
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but prayer draws the Christian nearer to Gfod. 
If a boat is attached to a large vessel, the person 
in the former does not bring the ship nearer to 
him by his pulling the rope, but he brings the 
boat and himself in it nearer to the ship. So, 
the more fervently we pray, the nearer we 
bring ourselves to the Lord most High. 

The Christian's unanswered prayer will cause 
him to reiterate it ; and if his prayer still re- 
mains unanswered, it proves he has not yet 
prayed enough, and should teach him yet to 
persevere. 

We ask of God things that we want. Now 
look up and see whether your prayers are 
answered. Do not be content with merely 
asking : the promise is positive — <' Knock, and 
the door shall be opened." 

Whatever evil you feel, beset it by prayer ; 
and you will thus attain a holy conformity to 
Jesus. 

While we cannot witli too much confidence, 
yet with reverence, pray for all those spiritual 
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blessings which are promised in Chri$t Jesus, 
to all believers ; yet diffidence equally becomes 
us, while we lawfully ask that which God may 
most righteously refuse to grant. We may, 
and should, pray fervently for our own daily 
preservation, and as we are sociable beings, for 
the preservation of useful and valuable lives, 
and for the salvation of our nearest and dearest 
friends and relatives ; but we have no warrant 
to conclude that our prayers must at all times 
be ani^wered, and that according to the strength 
of our imaginations. In many instances like 
these, God may try our patience, by very pain- 
ful denials, while some good people, not ail- 
together freed from a degree of enthusiasm, may 
be brought into considerable perplexities, when 
such blessings, which we lawfully and properly 
pray for, are still withheld. 



I am satisfied that they who die under tbe 
influences of the 8{nrit of prayer, will awake i:^ 
in the regions of eternal praise. 



A conformity to the world, in all ages, bus 
been the ruin of the church. Let me request 
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the young professor to be upon his guard ; and 
beware lest he should be beguiled to suffer the 
loss of his strength, which Samson had, till a 
crafty Delilah deceived him, aud rendered him 
" like other men," the scoff and triumph of an 
ungodly world. 

It is utterly impossible to live in nearness to 
God, and in friendship with the world. While 
language can never fully describe the inward 
deceitfulness and wickedness of the human 
heart, no wonder that the " lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eye, and the pride of life," prevail 
against their thousands and tens of thousands. 
Happy are they who " watch unto prayer ;" who 
prove the doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints, by being persevering saints indeed, even 
unto the end. 



The essence of real Christianity is to be 
meek and lowly in heart. Humble-minded 
people are those who possess the mind of Christ. 
If you want to be brought into the happiest 
frame of mind a man can enjoy, sink into 
nothing before God, and let Christ be all and in 
aU. 
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The &irest spot between this and glory, is 
the valley of humiliation. Let us take up our 
constant abode there. 



0, 1 could say a thousand things concerning 
this more than celestial valley of humiliation. 
The air is so salubrious, the ground is so fertile, 
the fruit so wholesome ; while from the branches 
of every tree the voice of prayer and praise are 
heard in delightful concert with each other. 
While living in this valley, no weapon that is 
formed against us shall prosper, as all the fiery 
darts of the devil are sure to pass over our 
heads, since the enemy of souls cannot shoot 
l(nD enough to reach us to our hurt. 

I would never have you to mistrust Grod, but 
ever mistrust yourselves. In order to be en- 
riched, we must feel our poverty ; hence the 
very first sentence of Christ's sermon on the 
mount is, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

We cannot sink too low in numility, nor yet 
rise too high in heavenly-mindedness ; but we 
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may soon be lost in the wilderness of needless 
^peculations. Sach as are sober-minded will 
keep within their depth ; and when the Lord 
directs us to launch forth, we may do it with 
safety. If we are wise according as it is written^ 
we shall be profitably wise ; but if we want to 
be wise beyond what is written, we shall smart 
for our folly. 

Many a poor man makes a bright Christian. 
God keeps him humble that he may dwell in 
the heart, and that the beams of his grace may 
shine in the life. I love the poor but lowly 
believer. Where do the rivers nm that fertilize 
our soil ? Is it on the barren top of yonder hill ? 
No ; in the vales beneath. If you would have . 
the river whose streams make glad the city of 
our God, to run through your hearts, and en- 
rich them to his glory, you must abide in the 
vale of humility. 

Let the poor remember that they are called 
to give glory to God in the situation in which 
God has been pleased to place them. May such 
be diligent in their labour, humble, patient, and 
t^SadiaWe in their behaviour, meek and loving 
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In thefe tempers, and upright towards all men ; 
in short, should we not all learn to arise and 
shine, since our light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon us ? Let none of us, 
therefore, presume to satisfy ourselves with the 
speculative belief of the doctrines of grace dwell- 
ing in the head, while our own lives witness 
against us that the grace of the doctrines ap- 
pear not in our lives. And while we continue 
solemnly to maintain that we are neither in 
whole or in part saved by our holiness, let us 
never forget that it is absolutely impossible for 
any to be saved without it. All that have been 
taught to love God, love holiness and hate sin, 
and the greatest enemies to free salvation 
through Jesus Christ, are those who say they 
believe, and still live in sin. 



The very existence of Christianity d^)6nd8 j 
upon the observance of the sabbath. Wherever 
that sacred day is neglected and profaned, prof- 
ligacy and dissipation of manners are assuredly 
found to prevail. 

Sabbath-breaking is that sin whidh leads to 
all other sins : it shuts up the mind in its own 
13 

, Digitized by Google 



\ 



14t SOCIAL ANP CHRISTIAN BVTIEM. 

ignorance and wickedness, till the sinner is 
given over to work all uncleanness witlpgreedi- 
nessy and left to perish under the holy wrath of 
God. 2 Tim. iii. 13. 



There is much reason to fear, that the negli- 
gent way in which too many professors attend 
on the duties of the sabbath, is among the grow- 
ing evits of the day ; and while such people 
^ant spirituality in themselves, spiritual services 
will be but a drudgery to them ; even the out- 
ward observance!^ of religion will be ill attended 
to, where spiritual religion is found to be upon 
the decay. 

Some people are very squeamish about the 
delivery of different ministers, who preach the 
same gospel. Suppose you were attending to 
hear a will read, where you expected a legacy 
to be left yotf,^ would yon employ the time 
when it was reading in criticising the manner 
in which the lawyer read it ? No, you would 
not ; you would be giving all ear to -bear if any 
thing was left to you, and how much it was. 
This is the way I would advise you to hear the 
gospel 
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Whenever you hear preaching, try to bie$x 
spiritually; don't try to hear critically or fiin- 
cifuUy. God bless you with a holy craving 
after Christ, a keen appetite after the bread of 
life. 



*The believer never turns his back on his foe. 
Show, Christian, thy shining breast plate of 
righteousness, go forward, advance towards thy 
enemy, and God shall protect thee behind ; he 
has promised it ; " the glory of thy God shall 
be thy rereward." 



That is a good word of caution, " Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he ftill.'' 
Our final perseverance is only proved by our 
persevering. He that continueth to the end, the 
same shall be saved. 

Conformity to the world, in all ages, has 
proved the ruin of the church. Jt Is utterly im- 
possible to live in nearness to God, and in 
friendship with the world. 

Either we have been very bad preachers, or 
we have had very bad hearers, if we have not 
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been brought to the decided determination, that 
there can be no keeping connexion with the 
world, and communion with God at the same 
time ; and that the whole tenor and design of 
the gospel is to make a complete separation 
between the world that lieth in wickedness, and 
those whom the Father, by his electing lo¥e, 
hath chosen out of the world ; whom the Son, 
by his redeeming blood, bath pardoned and 
accepted; and whom the Spirit hath sanctified 
and made meet for glory. 



Let U8 not run out of the path of duty, lest wo 
n^n into the way of danger. 



No eminent blessing attends such as do not 
labour to be blessed ; while such as are fa- 
voirred with a sound head, a warm heart, and 
a Bible creed, carry all before them. 



O that God would give the grace, that we 
may so apply our hearts unto wisdom, that 
neither the splendour of any thing that is great, 
WT the silly, conceit of any thing that is good in 
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US, may in any way withdraw our eyes from 
beholding ourselves as sinful dust and ashes. 
Every moment we are in danger, especially if 
we are admired by the half-professors of the 
day. What an important admonition — " Love 
not the world \^ 



If there appears nothing superior in the life of 
a Christian to what may be found in the Ufe of 
a heathen, just the practice of a little make- 
weight morality, and nothing further, no wonder 
if the system itself, when it is proved by its 
professors so inefficacious in its consequences, 
should soon be given up. 

Bad is never the better, because some persons;^ 
called good have been found to promote it. 

We can neither fear God evangelically, nor 
work righteousness in spirit and in truth, with- 
out living faith in the obedience and blood of 
his dear Son. 



It is not the question how ministers act or 
preach, but how they should act or preach, by 
13* 
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which the conduct of Christians ought to be 
regulated^ We are only to follow them as they 
follow Christ. 



What said the world of the first race of living 
Christians, who were constrained to devote 
then)selves to God 1 Prejudice, as it ever will, 
raised its high clamour £^ainst them.; but the 
advocates and preachers of a pure and holy gos- 
pel could appeal to the conduct of their hearers — 
"Ye are our epistles, Jcnown and read o( all 
men." . They dropped their prejudices and 
adored. Let your sacred characters, holy and 
beloved, be thus presented before God and the 
world. Let yoiir light so shine before men, -that 
they may see. your good works, and others 
also will glorify God in the day of visitation. 
Through the mercy of our Lord, you have the 
best of arguments within your own reach : " By 
patient continuance in well doing," you may 
"put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." 
Study your Bibles. .Mark there the peculiar 
l\pliness belonging to the church and people of 
God. Live as they did, and, if possible, live 
4own the pr^udices of the world. Snch was 
the rdi^on of the primitive church : as much 

Digitized by Google 



SOCIAL AND CHRXBTIAir DUTIB8* 151 

superior to the n»re morality of the heathen as 
the splendour of the sun outlives the blsuEe of a 
thousand torches lighted up by the hand of man. 
While Christianity was thus supported by its 
native purity, her beauties were all her own, 
and the dignity of its power upon the hearts of 
millions had a glorious effect. 



Nothing can destroy the cause of real Chris- 
tianity, but the bad lives^ of professing Christians 
themselves. And in every natiop, when the 
people become indiflerent respecting the true 
designs of the gospel, and where religion does 
not exist as a divine reality, the very existence 
of it as a publk profession is endangered 
thereby. 

How loudly do fects call on us to give our- 
sdves wholly to the Lord. Nothing but this 
ean stem the torrent of profaneness, or stop the 
mouth of infidelity. In no age, under no cir- 
cumstances, shall the church be long supported, 
when vitiated and depraved. Its holy energy 
in the hearts, and in the families of true bdkv* 
ers is its best apology. Let all live like Chris- 
tians, and then we defy the worid to deny the 
blessed utility ci the Christian dispensatioflu 
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The holiness of the life of the real Christian is 
the best support of Christianity itself. 



In the Divine law the Christian finds his su- 
preme triumph and delight, being the transcript 
of God's most pure and holy mind and will to 
man. He can say, with sacred joy, " Lord, how 
I love thy law : all the day long is my study 
therein ;" " Yea, he delights in the law of God 
after the inward man." And how can he do 
otherwise, for he finds it to be God's most gra- 
cious direction to man, in his fallen state, that 
man may find his restored happiness in him. 
Now let my diear hearers attend t(5 the delightful 
sound that t^omes from this most pleasant law, 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and 
with all -thy strength." In this most holy law, 
we find our heaven itself ; no better heaven can 
be found among angels themselves, than what 
is to be found in a holy approbation of God. In 
short, what is to be understood by this law? 
The answer is, " Thy holy and intelligent pow- 
ers shall find their complete happiness in me. 
As I made thee according to thine original crea- 
tioUi so shalt thou delight thyself in me. I 
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will feed thine understanding with all that k 
wise and good ; thy will shall be made happy 
by being brought into conformity to my will, 
and^ thine affections shall find their caitre of 
blessedness in me. I will rule in thine heart- s^ 
the object of thy love, and fear, and joy, and 
bless thee with that peace within, which pass- 
eth all understanding, and which keeps the 
heart and mind through Jesus Christ thy Lord." 
How wonderfully is this law calculated to 
purify the mind and lead the i^ul to God ! 



Upon Christian principles the believer re- 
nounces the law as a covenant of works; for 
" he is dead to the law through the body of 
Christ," that he may be married to anotlier. 
But does; he renounce it also as a rule of life ? 
By no means { for in this view he is still under 
the law to Christ, and love to Christ makes him 
return obedience as his privilege. Besides, among 
his New Testament blessings, he has given him 
ia covenant, with Christ his head, a new, that 
is, an obedient heart. 



A system of lax mi^rality has b^n imro- 
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duced in the room of genuine Christianity. 
People have thereby been rendered careless and 
secure, in a state of mind far inferior to that 
which is demanded in the word of God. In 
short, preaching up the merit of good works 
has produced nothing but the practice of bad 
ones. 



The grace of God begets, in the man that is 
born of the Spirit, a natural hatred to sin, 
though he loved it in his old estate. The vul- 
ture's nature is to prey, with horrid preference, 
on the putrid carcasses of the dead. But did you 
ever see the gentle dove gorging this loathsome 
food ? So the sinner feeds with delight on the 
nauseous enjoyments of his iniquity, like the 
carrion-eating bird of prey, while the degenerate 
soul has a holy disgust of all that is offensive to 
its heaVenlv nature. 

— — — ^ 

Though we are finite creatures, our actions 
have an infinite importance attached to them. 
We had a beginning of existence, but we are 
never to have an end. 

I am well persuaded, that while the work of 
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Divine grace may have its imperceptible begin- 
nings, it cannot be imperceptible in its progress 
and its beneficial effects. It is as impossible to 
have holy sorrow of mind without feeling it, as 
it is to have agonizing pain of body withoat 
being sensible of it. 



While we duly attend to the evangelical prin- 
ciples of our Bibles, it is our duty to insist upon 
' their practical effects upon the heart and to say, 
do^ doy do, again and again. 

I am grieved at heart that young Christians 
have SQ many stumbling-blocks set before them, 
in what is called the religious world. Still, 
real religion is tbe same ; there would be no 
counterfeits, if there was not real gold. The 
grace of God converts the heart and regulates 
the life in time, and ultimately brings us to 
himself in eternity ; and such, amidst too many 
fiJse professors, are still to be found, who prove 
themselves to be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, and are enabled to shine as lights 
in the world. 

A sound faith in Christ, and a holy Ufe and 
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conversation corresponding therewith^ are the 
essentials of Christianity. 



It is much to be admired, how closely St. 
Paul urges all social and relative duties, as 
resting upon no other principles than those 
which are evangelical ; as though he felt no 
other arguments to be conclusive among Chris- 
tians, but those which spring from the atone- 
ment and salvation of our Lord. We are 
" bought with a price f therefore we must glo- 
rify God in our bodies and spirits, which are 
his. When the noortification of sin is mentioned, 
it is said, " We are crucified with Christ," and 
made conformable to his death ; that thereby 
" we are crucified to the world, and the world 
unto us ;" so that " we reckon ourselves to be 
dead unto sin,", through his death ; and that^ 
we are so completely dead unto sin, that we are 
even said to " be buried with him." So, in re- 
gard to tiiat heavenly-mindedness, which is the 
very Ufe and soul of all spiritual obedience, we 
aire said to be '< made partakers of the power of 
his resurrection ;" to be " risen with Christ f* 
and that we are " made alive unto God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord," How poor and low are 
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Ae dry arguments of the moralists, when com- 
part with these! If these motives will not 
prevail against our corruptions, I am sure no 
others will. 



St. James does not contradict St. Paul, but 
they both very well agree. One tells us of the 
principle, and the other of the practice ; and 
both refer to the same thing, and the distribution 
of the same blessing, that wherever grace reigns, 
it will reign through righteousness. 



What strange confusion is created in the 
world by the contests which exist between the 
diflFerent corruptions of the human heart ! And 
when persons come into contact w^ith each 
other, who are under the influence of the same 
sort of corruptions, the evil will be abundantly 
worse. 

Our obligations to obey God's law can never 
alter, though our inclinations are so depraved, 
and our wills are so rebellious; for if there 
was no law to condemn sin, sin would cease to 
be a transgression of the law. Rom. iv. 15. 
14 
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Christians willingly act to the glory of Ood, 
because by his grace he has cuUed upon their 
hearts, 

1 am glad it stands in this holy book, " Be 
ye perfect.'' There is not ^ worse idea upon 
earth, than to think that God must alter his law, 
because my wicked heart is not willing to com- 
ply with its demands. The Lord said to Paul, 
" My strength is made perfect in weakness." I 
am not at all afraid of the law, now I am under 
the gospel. There is not a poor penitent sinner, 
that is with genuine repentance lamenting his 
sin, but shall find mercy. If you were really 
to grieve for sin,, you would not commit sin. I 
must be holy, or be damned. May we not know 
that moment of time when we are not anxious 
to live, to God's glory. 

We have nothing to do but to follow the wise 
rules which we find in our Bibles, and that will 
assuredly prove the ready way to happiness. 

When a man professes the gospel, and Uves 
inconsistently with it, he is a hypocrite, and 
plainly shows that he knows nothing about it 
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truly ; but if* a man has it in his hearty he will 
be enabled to ^^ adorn the doctrine of God his 
Saviour in all things." He will let the world 
see what effects the gospel is cap&ble of pro- 
ducing, when he himself is enabled by Divine 
grace to live to the glory of God. 



I want you to have a holy aversion for sip. 
Do you know what I mean by aversion ? Sup- 
pose any of you were to put your hand into 
your pocket, and feel a toad there, you would 
draw it out instantly, from an aversion to the 
animal. Now my desire is, that when con- 
scious of the presence of sin, you should have 
just such an aversion as this to it — a hatred oif 
it, and disgust at its horrid nature. 



An election /row sin, that we may live in sin, 
is a doctrine abhorred by all Christians. The 
design of our election is, that we may live unto 
God. 

As there are none righteous, so none can be 
justified by their righteousness ; and though we 
are justified and saved by the merits and death 
of Jesus Christ only,- yet we are. not to " con- 
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tinue in sin that grace may abound" The king 
never pardons a thief, that he may have a 
license to cheat and steal as long as he lives : 
all such crimes, committed after a pardon, are 
deemed twenty times worse than those com- 
mitted before. 



The knowledge of Christ crucified wijl and 
must lead us into those paths of Divine obe- 
dience, whereby " wisddm shall be justified of 
her children," Matt. xii. 19: that by a consist- 
ency and uprightness of behaviour, in every 
social and relative situation in life, the world 
may be constrained to cry. What hath God 
wrought ! O the glorious consequences of this 
blessed salvation ! and how peculiar to itself is 
that power which is called "the power of God 
unto salvation, unto eyery one that believeih !" 
Rom. i. 16. ■ 

Ye who were once dead in trespasses and 
sins, who thought of nothing but those ways 
that lead to death, ye know that the Redeemer 
having bought you by his blood, has wrought 
that change upon your hearts by the living 
principle of, his grace within, which constrains 
aU your sins to fall before you, as Dagon fell 
before the ark. While, like the worshippers of 
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Baal of old, humbled under a sense of their 
idolatry, ye cast away your idols, and cry, 
"The Lord, he is God ; the Lord, he is God," 
1 Kings xviii. 39. Need ye therefore any 
longer tedious lectures from the dry moralist to 
tell you to do good ? or rather will it not appear,^ 
being so gloriously changed by the power of 
God, ye find such freedom and delight in the 
ways of holiness,^ that ye need rather a bridle 
than a spur 7 It is with the liberty of sons, not 
with the bondage of slaves, ye are taught to 
obey. 



Every one redeemed from sin by the blood of 
Christ, has his heart renewed by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit ; and it is impossible, when our 
hearts are thus made holy, that our Uves should 
be unholy. A good principle is sure to produce 
a good practice. 



We know what we are by what we doj and 
we know we do nothing to the glory of God, 
but as it is wrought in us by the Divine power. 
Thanks be to Him who worketh in us both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14* 
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If we love God, we must necessarily love that 
holy law which is a transcript of his Divine 
mind and will. Some people will tell you that, 
if you would gain heaven, you jmust pass 
through a self-denying course of the practice of 
virtue and obedience — ^they make religion house 
of correct ionjwork. No, no ; I love the service 
of my God ; like the bird, I fly at liberty, on the 
wings of my obedience to his holy will. 



Give me the man who likes to be good, and I 
will answer for his being good all the world 
over. It is the holy influence of the Spirit 
which gives him this liking. 



That was a bold reply of good Moses to Pha- 
raoh, when he told hinl that the Israelites might 
go, but they must leave their cattle behind 
" No," said Moses, " not a hoof must be left be- 
hind : our cattle must go with us, that we may 
offer a sacrifice unto the Lord," Exod. x. 26. 
There must be a sacrifice altogether ; so let us 
be determined that the devil shall have nothing 
to work upon ; but pray that all our faculties 
may be under the sanctifying influence of Di- 
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vine truth, that we may live to God's glory and 
praise. 



All may do something for God ; for we are 
never kept in the good way, but as we are kept 
i ill an active way. Good may come in a right 
place, but it cannot come in a wrong place. 



It is a painfiil fact, that many professing 
Christians have very unscriptural views of 
Christ as our sanctification, considering that his 
righteousness is imputed to us foi: sanctification 
as well as for our justification. Such persons 
would do well to reftiember that some things 
may be made ours by imputation, other things 
can only be made ours by impartcUion. It shall 
be most fully admitted, that our criminality was 
made over to Him, who " suffered, the just for 
the unjust ;" and that the whole of his obedience 
and sufferings unto death, are made over to us 
for our justification unto life ; but can I impute 
my wisdom to make another wise, as I can im^ 
pute my money to pay another's debts? Is it 
possible to make loiaves honest, by imputed 
honesty ; drunkards sober, by imputed sobri^ 
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ety ; and the unclean chaste^ by imputed chas- 
tity? 



Many are wilting to be justified^ but desire 
not to be sanctified. Not so with me ; I <:an 
say of justification and of sanctification, like the 
child who replied, when asked which he loved 
best, his father or his mother, "I love them 
both best." 

The work of sanctification begins here : it is 
to be carried on, and, ultimately, it is to be com- 
pleted ; the top-stone of the sacred building is 
to be brought out with a double shout of ever- 
lasting grace, grace unto it ! This is what the 
Lord does within the souls of his people, build- 
ing up his church out of the mins of the world, 
and calling those to himself that shall stand 
forth as monuments of his grace, and manifest 
it among the mined sinners of mankind. 

But how difierently we see this upon the 
earth and within the church of Christ ! Some 
stars there are that so faintly twinkle we can 
scarcely see they have light. Oh, that you and 
I may be begging God to enlighten us with 
such a blaze of heavenly light, that we may 
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show forth the praise of Him who hath called 
m out of darkness into his marvellous light ! 



Oh ! what a mercy to be kept from the evil 
propensities of our corrupted hearts, and to be 
under the sanctifying influences of God's most 
blessed Spirit ! 

There was a time when primitive Christi- 
anity could make its way^ notwithstanding all 
the opposition that was drawn forth against it, 
by the persecuting rage of heathen darkness 
and papal superstition. Her cause was glorious, 
and her beauties were her own. Holiness to 
the Lord was engraven upon the lives of its 
professors. Under the influences of that Divine 
change, which made all its real converts new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, they lived like those 
who firmly believed that the life of Christianity 
was a life of deadness to the world, and devoted- 
ness to God ; their only glory was in the cross 
of Christ, by which they esteemed themselves 
crucified to the world, and the yvorld unto them. 
They were dead, and their livesf were hid with 
Christ in God. 

Now, is this the Christianity jof the present 
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day 1 Is there a single feature belonging to the 
modern professor which bears the most distant 
resemblance to the sacred primitive character, 
as thus described in the word of God ? I know 
the answer, arid am glad to meet it : "We need 
not in these days be so strict and rigid in our 
religion as were the primitive Christians." Now, 
if this expression be allowed to speak out, it 
means not so pure and hoh/ ; and then, I ask, 
why not ? If the nature of God be unalterable, 
so must be the nature of true religion. And if 
this alteration be hoav allowed, when did the 
time for this first commence ? And how far 
may we suppose that we have advanced in this 
lawful decline ? 

Religion indeed may alter in its forms, under 
different dispensations, but not in its grand de- 
signs. That we should love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, 
and our neighbours as oiirselvcs, is the grand 
ultimatum of all religion, and the eternal de- 
mand of Him .with whom is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning. If time should have it in 
its potver to lessen the strength of this command j 
by the same parity of reasoning, time might ul- 
timately obliterate the command itself; century- 
after century we need only love him a little and 
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a little less. The commandment has already 
»U)od, as enjoined by oar Lord, for eighteen 
hundred years; and by the sample we now 
show in the present century, in opposition to 
the stru^ and rigid sentiments of the primitive 
Christians, in a century or so further down, 
it seems ds though it would be perfectly annihi- 
lated. 



I leally do not know what some persons can 
mean by guarding the gospel, unless it be a 
perverted gospel; and as perverted truth is 
rtothing better than a falsehood, so a perverted 
gospel is no gospel at all. Some persons seem 
to think, though it is as contrary to truth as 
light is to darkness, that the gospel is^wiihin a 
hair's breadth of downright ai;itinomianism, 
which turns the holy truth of God into a licen- 
tious lie ; whereas nothing can be more incon- 
sistent 'v^.nth truth than that filthy error. Am I 
in danger of error while I receive the truth ? 
Or, must I guard against wickedness, while I 
humbly submit to be ruled by that doctrine 
which is according to godliness ? I wish all 
our worldly prudence about guarding truth, and 
preaching it moderately or soberly^ as they call 
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it, may not lead to something much worse, by 
producing ignorance and indifl^rence, which 
must ultimately terminate in corrupting or 
giving up the whole. 



Every one that is made holy by* the Holy 
Spirit, is as willingly righteous as the wicked 
are willingly wicked. He loves the holiness 
that he feels within ; it is heaven on earth, and 
enables him to throw a sweet influ^ee all 
around him. 



A good man is a treasure, wherever he lives, 
however low his sphere may be ; it is enough 
for the credit of the Christian cause if he shine 
bright. Many a dim star rises high ; but it is 
the bright shining star, though in a low sphere, 
which attracts our admiration. 



The fulsome compliments of the world are 
not worth minding, among those who have beea 
taught better manners by the grace of God upon 
the heart ; and if this grace Were generally to 
rule families, they would have a heaven upoll 
earth. 
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I am well persuaded, that the Christian soldier 
is sure to prove the best soldier. Having a 
well-grounded hope in the salvation of the Lord 
Jesus, it is through him that he can say, « O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is 
thy victory?" Thus in holy "patience he can 
possess his soul f when called to face the enemy, 
he fears not, while he possesses an humble con- 
fidence, that he shall ere long meet the &ce of 
God in peace. 



While we look high we see some stars, and 
we can scarcely see them because they are dim ; 
but if we look low we see much brighter stars, 
shining in a lower sphere. And those stars that 
strike us the least, and those that shine the 
brightest, have all of them their appointment 
from God. But these are of little consequence, 
in comparison with the realities of true religion. 
For, let a person be born of God, whatever 
station he may fill, he will fill that state — ^he 
cannot help it any more than the sun can help 
shining, or any more than the moon can hdp 
shining when the sun shines upon it ; he will 
fill that state as a child of God — because th# 
light of the glory of God shines in his heart 
•l6 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. He that has 
that light must shine as a light in the world. 



Blessed be God, when the Lord dwells within 
me, I have a host of graces to defend me : I am 
"strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might" As to the gifts this world has to be- 
stow, they are but troubles after all. But the 
Lord gives all the sweet graces of his Spirit, 
which are treasured . up in Christ for me. He 
not only gives eternal life, but sufficiency of 
grace to prepare for that everlasting istate of 
glory. 



We can never desire to say, "Thy will be 
done," until the kingdom of Grod is set up in 
our hearts ; and we can have no evidence that 
the kingdom of God is within us, unless it pro- 
duce " righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." 



Ye servants of the living God, I beseech you 
to speak his praise by devoting yourselves to 
his glory ; that the blaspheming world may be 
brought to shame by beholding yx>ur^good con- 
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versation iu Christ. Mind your actions ; " whe- 
ther ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God." Again, I request you, 
mind your tempers. " In malice be ye children f 
J)arents, behold your children, and let them 
teach you to forgive. Though they may be 
angry one minute, they forgive and love the 
next. There is nothing more worthy to be in- 
culcated than holy tempers. '• Learn of me," 
says our Lord and Master, who was the Pattern 
of meekness, " and ye shall find rest to your 
souls." Matt. xi. 29. 



It is beyond the power of an angel to give 
God more obedience than is due to his infinitely 
holy name ; can they therefore, even with their 
perfect services, appear before him as having 
any meritorious claim, when all the ability must 
first be received firom him,' ere any service 
they perform can be deemed acceptable in his 
sight ? 

Take this as your constant lesson — Keep you 
in the way of duty, and let things coipe as they 
may, all will be well. . 
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Oh what a mercy, to be blest with a blame- 
less and harmless conduct through life, that real 
religion may be a greater credit to us, than such 
poor worms can be to it, in the whole of our 
deportment through the world ! Happy they 
who are kept by that power which keeps so 
gloriously. That we may live to God, may we 
live oil God ; then shall we live with God to all 
eternity. 

The Christian is enjoined to pray without 
ceasing ; not that he can always be engaged in 
the positive act, but he ought to have what I 
call a holy aptitude for prayer. The bird is 
not always on the wing, but he is ready to fly 
in an instant ; so the believer is not always on 
the wing of prayer, but he has such a gracious 
aptitude for this exercise, that he is prepared in 
an instant, when in danger or need, to fly for 
refuge to his God. 
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STRICTURES ON SINS AND ERRORS. 

If God could in any measure allow sin, 
upon account of our corrupt nature, such 
sinful actions would be no longer unlawful; 
and what a contradiction that would be ; for 
"where there is no law, there is no trans- 
gression." 

We had much better fear the commission of 
sin itselfi than the punishment that sin deserves. 



Every sinner, while in.a state of enmity with 
God, lives with a hell in his own heart, for he 
is living without GU)d in the world. Every sin- 
ner is his own tormentor, by cherishing wicked 
disjpositions. 

Sin is a hard taskmaster, and pays dreadful 
ages. 
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Sin most sadly hardens the heart. Some are 
said to be so far past feeling, that their con- 
sciences are found to be seared as with a hot iron, 
while to live even without natural affection, is 
too frequently the painful result in such cases; 
When we give way to our sinful habits and 
propensities, our natural feelings are sadly 
blunted thereby. We have a full proof of this 
exhibited throughout the world at large, for the 
wrathful, mad, and even murderous dispositions 
of men, too frequently make the world a field of 
blood 



There can be nothing but torment in sin, and 
it is the sure road to hell. 



Is it possible that the Christian, who is a 
living branch of the sacred Vine, can draw de- 
lights from Christ and the world at the same 
time ? How can he " live by the feith of the 
Son of God, who hath loved him and ghren 
himself for him?" How can he "pray always, 
with all prayer and suppUcation in the Spirit ; 
pray without ceasing; be instant in prayer; 
Imd watch and pray lest he should enter into 
temptation f while he can ccmsort with wcHrld^ 
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lii^ of every cast,* who hate prayer, and par- 
take with them in all their filthy repasts? 

Every thing has its snare ; and even things 
lawful may be enjoyed in an unlawful and un- 
warrantable manner. Property may be im- 
properly expended, and time unwarrantably 
wasted. 

All public amusements and entertainments, 
Which are invented by the people of the world, 
must be according to their own natural appe- 
tites and dispositions. It is their entire study 
to make them palatable to their own inclination 
and taste. But the real Christian lives in tlie 
constant habit of self-denial, as respects these 
corrupted appetites and dispositions ; therefore, 
what delights the one disgusts the other. 

That separation from the world which we 
conceive real Christianity inspires apd demands, 
as it respects its sinful amusements and delights, 
may give considerable offence, and for a con* 
siderable time; but while we are directed by 
the grace of God, which is in us, not to be cH)ii- 
ferraed to this world, yet under die guidance of 
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that good sense which true religion naturally 
inspired, we shall be enabled to obviate the 
mistake, that we are not actuated by sour mo- 
roseness, but by an obedient attention to what 
we conceive to be the will of God, and to show 
that we know how to keep up the distinction 
between pious cheerfulness and frothy levity, in 
our conversation in the world. 



I cannot find what good we get by the amuse- 
ments, which are only calculated to tempt us to 
kUl time, when we are directed to redeem it ; 
and how for we can, or cannot, have our con- 
versation always for " the use of edifying, that 
it may minister grace to the hearers,'' whilQ we 
are so engaged, I suppose is easy to be de- 
termined. 



Could honey be distilled from the bowels of 
a toad, who would partake of it ? Such, how- 
ever, at best, must be the sweets which a Chris- 
tian obtains from worldly amusements. 

What business have good people to go to the 
theatre, where bad things of all sorts are sure 
to be exhibited? Do they not know that the 
avenues ipto the heart, through our senses, are 
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exceedingly polluted ; and that our hearts are 
more polluted still ? Is it possible that a set of 
people who are perpetually rooting into the 
kennel of corrupted nature, can produce that 
which shall prove a salutary repast to the up- 
right and the good ! 

It has been said that the theatre tends to the 
promotion of morals, and that even the clergy 
should patronise its pleasures as auxiliaries to 
their designs. Are the weapons of our warfare, 
then, so feeble and inefficacious, as that a set of 
strolling players are to be called in to give their 
spiritual aid ? What, do the plays of an Otway 
and of a Sheridan produce more powerful 
weapons against sin than " the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God ?" Shall the 
rant and ribaldry of unknown persons be more 
conducive to the spread of pure and undefiled 
religion, than the grave and affectionate advice 
of the pious . and devoted minister, whose 
character is "known and read of all men'' 
among whom he presides ? Or shall even their 
thinly-strewed morality, the gilding of the pois- 
otied pill, do more good thah a sermon delivered 
from those sacred records, in which there is not 
the least taint of sin ? 
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Is it not yory unaccountable that any shoidd 
plead for the morality of the stage, when mo- 
rality never enters into the ideas of the players 
themselves : or is it probable that these exhi- 
bitions should produce the effects which they 
never designed? .Were any one seriously to 
ask them, if the increase of morality was their 
pious intention, would they not be surprised at 
the oddity of the questiojn, and honestly confess 
another motive? Gain is their godliness, and 
a life of dissipation is the life they promote. 

Who would like to spend his last breath in a 
playhouse T I would not be any where, where 
prayer would be inconsistent. I could not pray 
at a horserace or a playhouse. 



I request the professing Christian to consider 
what business he has with cards, which are, to 
say the best of them, poor playthings of the 
world, when every hour he should recollect, 
" what manner of person he ought to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness ;" and when, 
with Paul, he ought to remember that he should 
have no other conversation than that which is 
"to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
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grace to the hearers f and when every night 
he ought to go to bed in such a frame, as to be 
fit to appear before the judgment-seat of Christ 
on the morrow. 



Horseracing has that in it which is exceed- 
ingly cruel ; the poor creature who cannot over* 
tak6 his rival Is frequently lashed and torn by 
the whip and spur, in an extreme degree, and 
for what, notwithstanding his utmost exertions, 
he cannot accomplish. It never was the design 
of Providence to lend us these generous and 
useful creatures, for our cruel sport and amuse- 
ment ; but to provide us the aid of their strength 
in a manner that is merciful and kind to the 
creatures themselves. A person, therefore, who 
acts tyrannically towards any of the brute- 
creation, is a greater brute himself than the 
creature he thus abuses. 

The Christian cannot retire into the presence 
of God, and be composed and calm before him, 
according to the holy frame of mind which, is 
til6 sacred privilege of all those who live near 
to Qod, after having attended the frantic plear 
sures of the chase. 

Ceok our conversation be always <^ to the use 
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of edifying, that it nmy minister grace to the 
hearers," amidst a frothy set of pleasure-takers ? 
If we are told every idle word man sbaU speak 
be is to answer for at the day of judgment, how 
can any spiritually-minded Christian waste his^ 
time among such as know of no other conver- 
sation but that which, at least, nearly approxi- 
mates to the filthy conversation of the wicked T 

Is the money wasted at places of public 
amusement spent to the ^ory of God, while 
thousands live almost in a state of b^fgary and 
starvation, and while the voice of charity from 
different quarters is louder than the most af- 
fluent can reach to relieve ? If he that hid his 
Lord's talent, without improving it, met with 
such an awful doom, what sort of a judgment 
must they expect who squander their talent 
away after such vanities that are only calcu- 
lated to add pollution to the degenerate heart of 
man? 

Again, while we are wasting our time in such 
pursuits, are we not acting in direct violation of 
that command, <^ to redeem the time, because 
the dap are evil?" What tune is left after 
these midnight revels for family and private 
prayer? And how unfitted to attend to the 
direction given us, "lo be instant in pray^,,to 
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pray without ceasing, to pray with jlll prayer 
and supplicatioa in tli^piritX And how unfit 
to practise one of the last commands of our 
Lord, " Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation V 

It is not to be supposed that the Scriptures 
have, or can have, expressions, immediately 
prohibitory of the modem vanities or. fooleries, 
brought into practice at different times, to please 
the frothy mind of man ; it is quite sufficient to 
observe that " revellings, and such like," are 
sufficiently prohibited from the nature of the 
things themselves ; we only need to ob^rve 
what the practice of a real^ible Christian at all 
times should be, while he is minutely directed, 
** whether he eats, or whether he drinks, or 
whatever he does, to do all to the glory of God.** 

Some people have caught their death at such 
revels as dancing parties, concerts, &c. ; are 
such prepared to meet the summons, " Prepare 
to meet thy God ?' How ill suited is such a 
practice to that solemn command, " Be ye al- 
ways ready, for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour in which the Son of Man shall come." 

If every talent we have is due to God, and 
ought to be spent alone to his glory, insomuch 
16 
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tbat even the unprofitable servant, who hid his 
Lord's talent in a na^^n, was to receive an 
awfiil judgment, what will be the sentence 
against those whose talents are squandered 
away for the support of dissipation^ profligacy, 
and vice. 



Any thing that appears like fantastic dress, 
either in man or woman, is a sure indication, 
not only of the weakness of the head, but also 
of the depravity of the heart. 



. It is very unbecoming those who profess tp 
have ." th«^ wisdom that is from above," to be 
aping all the silly fashions of. the people of the 
world, who know not God, ^nd who, therefore, 
know no better principle of action than what 
arises from the pride and vanity of their, cor- 
rupted hearts. 

However proper it may be for those who are 
called to partake of courtly honour to appear in 
courtly dress, yet this can be nothing to those 
whose humble situations in life happily screen 
them from those insnaring scenes of the splen- 
dour of the world, that they maybe the humble 
and unobserved followers of a crucified Re- 
deemer to a world of glory. 
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Chri<5tians are ever taught to be frugal, that 
they may be liberal. Though no exact rule 
can be given respecting dress, yet the Christian's 
" moderation'* is to " be known unto all men ;" a 
passage, the meaning of which a little common 
sense will easily interpret. Christians will, 
therefoue, resist all extravagaiwje in dress ; while 
it 1)ecomes them to be decent according to their 
situation ; that they may be enabled to clothe 
those, as &r as possible, who are only clad in 
rags. 



" Pride was not made for man." This ac- 
cursed root of bitterness seemed to be the sin 
that spoiled aJl theglory of the Christian church ; 
whose professors, proud of their own spiritual 
gifts and outward acquirements, were led to look 
with contempt upon the unaffected simplicity of. 
the gospel* The doctrines of the x^ross, and of 
a crucified Redeemer, were subjects too mor^ 
tifying to the pride of their lofty hearts ; which 
wanted nicer doctrines, nicely decorated with 
all the smooth and pleasing varnish of eloquaice 
and krt.^ 

Pride is nothing better than the offspring of 
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£[>Uy, and the disease of fools ; it turns all things 
into confusion. . When proud people . meet 
together, they never can be happy. 

When the gospel comes "not in word only, 
but in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance," that sets all right ; and then, with 
one heart and one nmid, we can all glorify God 
as one. If a spirit of bigotry has set us snart^ 
ing at each other, this powerful influence drives 
it all away ; the J)lessed union created there- 
by makes hell tremble, while all hands are 
strengthened, - 

The principles of bigotry and intolerance are' 
as destmctive to morality, as they are contrary 
to common sense. Is it possible to suppose, that 
by blinding the understanding, and by forcing 
the judgement, we can mend the heart ? 



What sort of an evil is a sectarian spirit ? It 
is the cruel iron wedge of the devil's own forging^ 
to separate Christians from each other. Chris- 
tians thereby become like divided armies. 

How many thousands there are, of all quiir* 
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relsome sects, " who make void the law through 
their traditions ;" and how terrible are the con- 
science of sinners screened from conviction and 
hardened in sin thereby ! 



If we are bound by the laws of Qiristianity 
to prove our good will, even towards the ene- 
mies of Divine truth, how preposterous the sup- 
position, that Christians have a right to perse- 
cute ej^ch other about shades of difference, 
^ich have nothing Jo do with the essentials of 
the Christian faith, and where ^each party is 
only found to use different efforts to promote the 
same design. 



How very strongly do the corrupted passions 
of men mix themselves with the sacred cause 
of God ! and how very apt are we to think we 
are doing God service, while fleshly coQtentions 
for a mere party blind our eyes, and forbid us 
to remember that " the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost." 



It is no great difficulty to put up with the 
16* 
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leproaeh of the world, while we reali^ the 
blessings so frequently prc»nised in the word of 
Qod. But there is a wide difference between 
the enthusiastical reveries of some, and those 
holy influepces from above, which are so wise 
in Uieir operations, and so gracious in their con- 
sequences, as they are exemplified by the peace- 
aMe firuits of righteousness which are produced 
thereby. 

The iaith of Christ should always be con- 
tended for in a mild spirit, and Christians 
should attempt to win over^hose'that they con- 
ceive to be in error, by showing what a mild 
spirit the religion of the Bible inspires in the 
heart. 

In vain do the witlings of the day employ 
Acir pigmy powers in nibbling at the supposed 
absurdities of some of the miracles^ or some fan- 
cied mistakes in chronology, while such preg- 
nant proof can be produced, that the book we 
preach from is the book of God. 

Nor should they be so imreasonable as to ex- 
pect others to be iiifidels, while it remains a 
matter of doub^ whether or not they are infidels 
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thexnsdives. The integrity of the professkm of 
far too many of them cannot but be suspected, 
while the debauchery and dissipation of their 
lives, and the profligacy of their manners, give 
the world all imaginaUe reason to conclude, 
that when they say they do not, they mean, 
they dare not believe. 

An ignorant and a profligate deist is a charac- 
ter, of all others, the most contemptible. Ima- 
gine a little novice in leammg laughing at the 
commentaries of Julius Caesar, scorning to suf- 
fer his noble understanding to be duped by such 
idle tales, and pitying the credulous multitude 
that are so in&tuated as to believe them; equal-. 
]y insignificant is that man's character, who 
laughs at a book, the authenticity of which he 
never examined, while such as have found 
sound learning to be an excellent handmaid to 
religion, conceive that no stronger proof can be 
broi^ght for-^the authenticity of the commem 
taries of Julius Csesar, than has already been 
produced for the word of God. 

It is well known that there is a tribe immersed 
in idleness and dissipation, consequently by no, 
means worthy to be classed among the most 
thinking and learned of the day, who, for want 
of real argument, are glad of the weapo&s of 
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banter and buffoonery against the blessings of 
revelation. It is matter of consolation to the 
serious mind, that God has not left himself 
without witness respecting the authenticity of 
bis own book; The fulfilment of prophecy in 
particular is the grand external argument that 
leaves the world without excuse. What person, 
of an ingenuous mind, can read some late admi- 
rable dissertations upon this subject by Bishop 
Newton and othep, without having his mind 
at once filled with wonder and astonishment, 
and cleansed fi^om every dreg of infidelity ? Nor 
am I at all ashamed to stand up for the internal 
evidences of Christianity ; neither shall the 
stigma of enthusiasm deter me from giving my 
testimony to a truth so profitable to mankind, 
and so perfectly consistent with the nature of 
the pure and holy God. Was ever system 
formed or thought of by man, promising to man 
the unutterable blessing of a change of mind, a 
change that transforms every degenerated facul- 
ty of the soul " fi-om darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God ?" Yet the Bible 
abounds with promises of this sort. 



While Christianity was the religion of France, 
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wretchedly disfigured as it, was Sy all the de- 
formities of popery on the one hand, and tbp 
proud pretensions to philosophy among the 
protestants on the other, somewhat like .hu- 
manity subsisted among them. But when, as a 
nation, instead of reformation, they renounced 
the book of revelation itself; from that period, 
to the eternal credit of deism be it spoken, they 
have commenced the monsters of mankind. 



Tlie errors that abound in the world, arise 
from mankind bringing their preconceived no- 
tions to the word of God, instead of coming in 
the siririt of a child to be instructed. • 



There are a few people in the world weak 
enough to say that they will never believe what 
they cannot understand. Why, then, they will 
not believe their own existence. They cannot 
tell the component parts of any one piece of 
matter on the earth ; how it came into existence, 
or by what art it was made. And are they, who 
cannot understaad the minutest atom, to quarrel 
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because they cannot understand the incompre- 
hensible God? 



All Divine truths really necessary to salva- 
tion, among such as are led by the Spirit of 
truth, are at once instinctively admitted without 
controversy; but yet such as suppose they take 
the Bible for their guide, are too frequently mis- 
guided by their own imaginations. There is a 
deep and safe passage between Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis, and none but rash and wanton seamen 
are in danger while they pass. 

Socintanism and infidelity are near akin ; 
and it is found a convenient stage for those who 
want a religion which allows a nearer con- 
formity to the world, to stop somewhere short of 
deism^ and sociiuiinism seems to correspond 
with the wishes df their hearts. 



When the foundation of our hope is assailed, 
it becomes us to contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. We have seen 
what socinians make of the Scriptures ; some of 
them they have marked by their italics, as 
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being of doubtfiil authority ; others by their )bad 
criticisms they have endeavoured to explain 
away ; while the whole of them, they say, were 
written by inconclusive reasoners, whose minds 
were warped by prejudices^ and who were 
liable to be deceived, so that it would be absurd 
to argue with them from these premises, if they 
had not set us the example. 

I ask, therefore, whether there is any one of 
the leading truths of revelation, as in general 
received among Christians, which they do pot 
deny, excepting the doctrine of the resurrection 
from the dead ; though even in this they deny 
the existence of a conscious life, till after the 
resurrection takes place. It is something re- 
markable and curious, that while they conclude 
they have a Tight to judge of revelation by their 
reason, they say they believe in the resurrection 
of the .dead. Now I ask, whether there be any 
one truth in the Bible more mysterious, and 
more completely beyond the reach of human 
reason, than that very doctrine; and if they, 
according to their assertion, are not to believe 
what they cannot comprehend, can w^e give 
them the least credit when they say they be- 
lieve in the resurrection from the dead ! 
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What is the state of religious worship among 
the socinians ? And beyond the limits of a lit- 
tle decency and bare-weight morality, what are 
they, and what do they more than others? 
Where are their converts from sin to God'/ 
Indeed, while they lower the standard of gospel 
holiness, how can it be expected that any thing 
like vital godliness should exist among them ? 



The epithet unitarian is liable to great ob- 
jection, as it contains more than aft indirect re- 
flection on others, as though they did not 
believe in the unity of the Divine existence as 
well as themselves. We no more believe in 
three Gods than in thirty. 

Who can bear the thought, that a set of 
ruined sinners should have their eyes and hopes 
turned from God, to seek for salvation in the 
mere outward forms of their different churches, 
as they are called. 

The fancied righteousness of apostate man 
acts as a traitor, for it regards itself as a saviour, 
and assumes the place of the Mediator's throne. 
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Again, it makes a man guilty of the grossest 
idolatry : he falls down and worships his per- 
formances, though the creature of his own 
making, and says to it, "Thou art my God; 
save me.'' And at last crowns the whole, in 
language next to blasphemy, by charging the 
(Jod of wisdom with folly, the God of mercy 
with cruelty, in sending his own Son upon an 
errand of inexpressible sufferings, for the pre- 
tended salvation of man, though useless and 
tinnecessary, since man can save himself. ^ 



Wlien we come to know our own hearts, we 
are soon delivered from trusting in ourselves ; 
and from our own fancied righteousness. 



All that we can do before God falls very fitr 
rfiort of merit. What merit can there be in re- 
pentance, which is nothing but an acknowledg- 
ment that we are vile, and thereby we confess' 
that we deserve nothing at the hand of God but 
death. And as to prayer, that only proves we 
ought to esteem ourselves nothing but beggars 
from our very birth. What is our Jaith but the 
17 
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humble dependaace of a ruined sinner for free 
redemption through the riches of his grace; 
and the sanctification of our vile hearts by the 
power of his Hoty Spirit. And what is our love 
to God, but love to a Being who infinitely de- 
serves our love. And as to love to our fellow- 
creatures, a man is little better than an unnatural 
monster who is found without it. 



The whole of our Lord's sermon upon the 
mount, is designed to show that the outward 
righteousness of the scribes and pbarisees was 
but an abomination before God, where inward 
holiness was wanting. Matt. v. vi. vii. 



While Job was righteous, he was also sdf- 
righteous ; in that lay his crime ; and this ren- 
dered him proud and angry before God, He 
did not know how much he had of the latent 
,pharisee in his heart, whereby he was led to 
" trust in himself, that he was righteous," like 
the Pharisees of after dajTS, though in other 
respects he was by no means of then hypo- 
critical cast 
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A vain confidence upon Mien self, and con- 
sequently entire ignorance of the covenant of 
grace, I am sure is at the. foundation of ail our 
mistakes : could we acknowledge ourselves as 
bst, completely lost, smd come just as nature 
has left us, to that glorious Sun of righteous- 
ness, with what astonidiing grandeur and noble 
fulness would the beams of his salvation cheer 
our hearts, and constrain us to rejoice, even 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory ! Are 
you guilty — filthy as a Magdalene — ^impious as 
a Manasse^ ? The overflowing fountain of his 
atoning blood can cleanse you entirely, and 
make yon whiter than the driven snow. Are 
you stripped by the fall of all original righteous- 
ness, or at best stand before the Lord in filthy 
garments, like Joshua of old ? Here is a right- 
eousness for thee, a royal robe, which can com- 
pletely cover from the crown of thy head to the 
sole of thy foot. And does the inbred venom 
of thy corrupted nature make thee groan, being 
burdened ? The Divine influences of his ever- 
lasting Spirit are freely oflered to change the 
most obdurate heart, and make all things new. 



They know nothing of the gospel who know 
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nothing of the law ; and where the law is ap- 
plied aright^ the gospel will be most welcome. 



There are those who pretend to be staneh 
friends to the doctrines of Christ, who are 
dreadful enemies to the mind of Christ ; while 
many are found, as ignorant as themsdves, 
eager to swallow down these insulting dogmas, 
as if they were consistent with the holy truths 
revealed in the word of God. 



I once met with an antinomian professor, ia 
Gloucestershire, who told me that he should 
never doubt any more. I said Uy him. If you 
have done doubting for yourself give me leave 
to doubt for you. We do not doubt for those 
who want more grace, and to get nearer to 
God ; but we doubt for those who live regard- 
less of the precepts of the Bible. 



Real religion is still the same, let the profes- 
sors of it be what they may. 



Some persons have called the, gospel a reme^ 
dial law. I suppose the inventors of that phrase 
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took it from the word remedy. A fine law 
truly, a remedy for man's corruptions, by allow- 
ing a partial practice of them ! What should 
we think, if the laws of our country were as 
badly framed as these supposed laws of God : 
allowing latitude to sin. What would be the 
result of it ? 



Some people talk of a milder law, and of ft 
remedial law ; that is, a law to allow us to do 
what we will, or to do as well as we can. This 
would be to leave me, or to make me, worse 
than I am. Antinomianism comes to us in va- 
rious forms. Sometimes it is dressed like a 
chimney-sweeper ; at other times like a miller, 
all over white. What, then, is this all the gos- 
pel does for me ? Am I to be left to my own 
can4ng and will-ing? O^ I bless the Lord that 
he has said, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart !" — " thou shalt keep 
the whole law." I feel that I do not come up 
to it ; but the law is the same. I am bound to 
lOve God with all my powers, and to love my 
neighbour, and do all I can for his welfare : 
and if I do not this, why, judgment i» passed 
upon me for all that I have not done. 
17* 
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There are persons to be found who acttially 
identify Christ with sinners, and represent him 
as literally being guilty of transgression against 
the law of God. Surely it is a strange way of 
exalting Christ, to put the Saviour in the sin- 
ner's stead. Supposing a {»rince with all his 
honours, puts himself in a beggar's state witli 
all his rags and sores ; would not the prince be 
most grievously debased, and the beggar exalted? 
Or supposing a judge should put himself in a 
criminal's state, why then the criminal is inno- 
cent, and the judge is guilty, and ought to im 
hanged in the criminal's stead ; for tiuit tfis 
judge actually committed the crime, and not 
the criminal : we may suffer penalties, and pay 
debts lor others, but we cannot actually commit 
crimes lor others. 

And further, this doctrine actually dispossess* 
es Christ of all his offices, and turns the crea* 
ture into the Creator ; for if Christ becomes the 
sinner, he actually loses his t>ffice, and is no 
Ipnger the Redeemer, but the sinner that needs 
to be redeemed ; instead of being a most exah-^ 
ed Saviour, he becomes a most debased, wretch*^ 
ed, hell4eserving i»nnar ; instead of being the 
exalted, to give repentance and remission of 
sins, he himself needs pardon and forgivenesi 
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as much as the vilest sinner upon eanh. is it 
not enough that he should impute his glorious 
righteousness, without taking our filth and guik 
on his holy person, who never could know sin ? 
Was it not enough that he should bear the 
punishment of our sins, without being actually 
iiimself a sinner, and thus rendering himself 
worthy of all the punishment he sustained 1 

The apostle Paul did not think that fm 
could do the believer no harm, when .he wrote 
the seventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 
complaining of sin as the greatest of plagues, 
and crying out, " O wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ?" Many antinomians rest their hope of 
pardon upon fancied personal revelations made 
to them individually, thus lessening the impor- 
tance of Scripture testimony. Of such persons 
I would ask one question :— If while I continue 
one of the ipost vile and wretched creatures I 
can be, I can but persuade myself I am per* 
fectly pardoned, without any warrant or evi- 
dence besides, am I to believe it, and then boldly 
to say, that the Holy Spirit enabled me to bdiev9 
the abominable lie, without any of those sancti- 
fying evidences thai &ith must produce \xpaa 
the heart? 
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This awful error is opposed to the holiness 
and parity of Divine truth. To suppose that 
a soul may be one of the elect of God, and yet 
be permitted to live in the worst of sins, and 
under the influence of the most atrocious crimes, 
and die in impenitence and unbelief ; not only 
gives thq lie to the direct testimony of all 
Scripture, but has an immediate tendency to 
harden the sinner in his sins ; while the whim- 
sical idea, that Christ was actually made the 
sinner, while the sinner takes the Saviour's 
place, not only nullifies every idea of the vica- 
rious sacrifice of Him who suffered, the just 
for the unjust, but equally hardens the impeni- 
tent ; since they are now given to believe, that 
whatever sins they commit, Christ committed 
them for them ; and that therefore they cannot 
sin, because C*hrist virtually sinned for them. 
But the idea that the holy God should ev^i 
hate and abhor his infinitely well-beloved Son, 
because he who knew no sin suffered in the 
sinner's stead, and was hated of God, as oad as 
if he had been Satan himself— is, in my opinion^ 
most dreadfully profane. No wonder that from 
such principles the practical truths of the gos- 
pel should be next subjected to a most profane 
attack. All diligence to make our calling and 
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election sure is treated, by men of such senti- 
ments, as a most dangerous error, and as ev^n 
robbing Christ of his glory. We cannot wonder 
that, as the conclusion of the whole, the in- 
fatuated and enthusiastic antinomian can, mere- 
ly from the fond fancy of his own mind, con- 
ceit himself to be one of God's elect, and that he 
is just ajs safe, whether he dies a martyr at the 
stake or a criminal at the gallows ; for the con- 
cluding horrible sentiment is, that "Sin can do 
the believer no harm f and whether he sins or 
serves God, it is all the same, for God sees no 
sin in his elect, even wlrile they commit the 
worst of sins. 

It is awfully and notoriously the case with 
antinomians, that they regard not into what 
Christian societies they enter ; nor yet lament, 
or even make it a matter of consideration, how 
far they may break the peace and harmony that 
subsist among them, by the introduction of their 
unjust insinuations and dogmatic assertions, if 
thereby they may, out of other churches, make 
a little party for themselves ; while, like Ish- 
mael of old, their hands are against every man, 
and every man's hand must, in self-defence, be 
against them in return. 

Every error is but antinoi^oianism in disguise. 
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Nothing but the pure truths of the gospel will 
ultimately lead to purity of life. May we prove 
oar faith to be genuine, by ever producing 
those "fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ unto ^the glory and praise of God P 



I have seen the dreadful consequences of 
giving way and looking back. How many by 
this wtetched cowardice and fear of the cross 
have been turned into pillarsy not of useful, but 
of useless salt ! 



Oh these thoughtless sins ! They sink thou- 
sands and tens of thousands down to the pit of 
everla^ng destruction. 
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PRIVILEGES AND HAPPINESS OF CHRISTIANS. 

The juind of man is reduced by sin to a very 
low and sordid state. But when I find it my 
high privilege to deal with God, that he may 
deal with me, I feel a dignity in that tuition un- 
utterably glorious. How far is the mind raised 
above its natural birth, when thus born of God ! 
Holiness now dwells within ; and this principle 
will surely lead to all that is wise and good. 
Thus, equally remote from skepticism and en- 
thusiasm, we can smile with an elevated mind 
at all the preposterous accusations of the world. 
Are you directed to look after the visionary 
nonsense of a misguided imagination for the 
regulation of your conduct ? Have you . not 
been told from time to time, and are you not 
ever told, that His inspiration on whom we 
wait, working by the word of life, shall givQ 
wisdom to the understanding, goodness to the 
heart, holy zeal to the affections, and prudence 
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to the conduct, that you' may not be less wne 
than active in your obedience 1 



How happy is the man who can assume the 
character of a sinner saved !^ Reader, stop and 
consider — is it thine 1 If it be, O what mira- 
cles of mercy have been revealed to thy heart ! 
O blessed are they that believe in Jesus ; they 
have all things, the best of things, and all too 
fi>r nothing! 

I am sure the Spirit of God, in his Divine ope- 
ration on the human mind, may well be descri- 
bed as " the Spirit of wisdom and of utider- 
standing." What a lovely sedateness, what 
pleasant calmness, are they possessed of, who 
feel the restoration of the kingdom of heaven 
within them ; which is beautiftilly described in 
the Scriptures, as being '< righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

The grace of God sweetly disarms resistance, 
and leads us as cheerful captives in the silver 
chains of obedience and love, while we are made 
Christ's willing subjects in the day of his power. 
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Wban Adam had Ab keej^ng <^ himself, how 
. he fell ; but how gloriously are they kept 
wba are kept by the Second Adam! My wants 
are my glory ! Do I say too much, when Paul 
said, '< I glory in mine infirmities T" My wants 
are so many errands for me to go on to Christ 
If I lore not God with all my heart, heaven 
will be no heaven to me. '' I live, " says Paul ; 
** yet not L but Christ liveth in me. " • 



How great is the dignity belonging to the 
people of God ! How would Christians shin« 
were all of them as the word of God describes 
them. 



Hdy brethren ! pause and consider the dig« 
nity of your-high calling ; you are under a dis- 
pensation by which the Holy Ghost has ^lemn^ 
ly engaged to preside over your heart&and spi- 
rits. Every converted mind is brought under the 
influence of the Spirit of grace. 
^ Do I then believe that I am under the agency 
of that Spirit, who is infinitely wise and holy in 
hims^f^ What wisdom and holiness shall I 
ibeii ree^vCf while I am thus practically and 
18 
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perpetually directed to live tm him, ih whom it 
has pleased the Father that all fidiie» ahxxM 
dwell, that we out of his luliiess should Teceire, 
and grace for grace. 



I want you all to feel you are the property of 
Jesus ; who dare touch my property, if I have 
the power to defend it ? The Lord that bought 
you secures you toTiimself ; and when the ene- 
my would come in like a flood, he will have 
two difficulties that he will never overcome : — 
Jirstjhe will never catch the watchful eye of 
God off his people ; and, secondlj/, he cannot 
overcome the power which protects them, for 
Omnipotence itself is their defence and their ex- 
ceeding great reward. 

Blessed be God, the calamities of a Christian 
shall always be counterbalanced by his consola- 
tions ; it is the privilege of the believer, not- 
withstanding all his troubles, to rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and fall of glory." 



What httleness and insignificance are stamp- 
ed upon all the things of time and sense, when 
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'^on^ared to the blessings of salvation ! What 
avail the things, that are temporal, in compari- 
scm with those that are eternal ! Here are glo- 
ries that words can never reach, nor tongue ex- 
press, and I wonder not at the sensations of the 
happy mind of a Christian, who, though quite 
in the agonies of dissolving nature, and beyond 
the power of giving an intelligible answer to 
any question, with a hope full of immortality, 
though in the jaws of death, felt such blessed- 
ness upon his mind as constrained him to lift 
up his arms in triumph, and thrice to exclaim, 
" O the glories ! O the glories ! O the glories !'' 



We should consider the value which God sets 
upon us as his people. Not only on account of 
the price of bur redemption ; but also because 
of the operation of his Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
whereby he imparts to us his own image. 

From the moment of our regeneration we be- 
gan to leave the r^on of darkness, and to ash 
cend \p a higher world, that we might shine 
the brighter. 

They who are born again, are born to enjoy 
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two heavens instead of <xie : a beaven of grace 
here, and a heaven of glcnry heteafter. 



There is no hell for the holy, nor heaven for 
the unholy : indeed we have heaven in us upon 
earth, when we are holy ; for perfect holiness 
is perfect happiness wherever we are. 

Christ has prepared a place for us, and he 
sends down his Holy Spirit to prepare us for 
that place. Blessed be God for all the miUions 
that have been bom and born again; and who 
are now joining in singing the praises of God 
in heaven. And blessed be God for the millions 
that shall be bom to enjoy these blessings. 

It is much less oiir duty to inquire what hea- 
ven is to be, than to seek a heavenly mind here. 
I want to be made fit for heaven, as well as fit 
to live upon the earth. 



God has given us two hints what hea;re]i is 
to be : — First, we are to see Christ ; and second, 
we are to be like him. 
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If we expect any other heaven than what is 
found in hdy love, we know nothing of heaven. 



Christians are bom of a flying tribe, and by- 
and-by they are to fly away and take their ever- 
lasting rest in God. 



' THE PROMISED REST. 

Dear Friend of firiendleKSs sinners, hear, 
And magnify thy grace Divine ; 
Pardon a worm that would draw near, _ 
That would his heart to thee resign ; 
A worm, by self and sin oppr^d, 
That pants to reach thy promised rest. 

With holy fear and reverend love, 
I long to lie beneath thy throne ; 
I long in thee to live and move, 
And charge myself on thee alone : 
Teach me to lean upon thy breast^ 
To find in thee the promised rest. 

Thou say'st thou wilt thy servants keep 
In perfect peace, whose minds shall be 
18* 
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Like new^bom btbesi of he^pleM sbaeiv 
Complalriy atay^ dear Lord, on thee : 
How: calm their state, how truly blest, 
Who trust on tfiee, the piomis'd rest 1 

Take me, my Saviour, as thine own, 
And vindicate my righteous cause ; 
Be thou my portion. Lord, alone. 
And bend me to obey thy laws : 
In thy dear arms of love caress'd, 
Give mc to find thy promis'd rest. 

Bid the tempestuous rage of sin, 
With all its wrathful fury, die ; . 
Let the Redeemer dwell within, 
And turn i^y sorrows into joy : 
O may my heart, by thee possess'd, 
^ Know thee to be my promis'd rest I 



HEAVEN. — ^A DIALOGUB* 

A^Nii.7iL 19-17. 

Q. Exalted high, at God's right hand, 
Nearer the throne than cherubs stand. 
With glory crown'd, in white array, 
My wond^ng soulaays, Who are ihejl 
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A. These are the saintt, belov'd of CM, 
Wash'd are their rotee in Jesu's Uood ; 
More spotless than the purest white, 
They shine m untreated light 

Q. Brighter than angels, lo, they shine, 
Their glories great, and all Divine ; 
Tell me their origin, and say 
Their order what, and whence came they ? 

A. Through tribulation great they came. 
They bore the cross, and scom'd the shame ; 
Within the living temple blest. 
In God they dwell, and on him rest 

Q. And does the cross thus prove their gain? 
And shall they thus for ever reign, 
Seated on sapphire stones, to praise 
The wonders of redeeming grace ? 

A. Hunger they ne'er shall feel again. 
Nor burning thirst shall they sustain ; 
To wells of living water led. 
By Ood, the Lamb, for ever fed. 

Q. Unknown to mortal ears, they sing 
The secret glories of their King ; 
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Tell me the subject <^ their lays, 
And whenee their loud exalted praise. 

A. Jesus the Saviour, is their theme, 
They sing the wonders of his name ; 
To him ascribing power and grace, 
Dominion and eternal praise. 

Amen they cry to him alone. 
Who dares to fill his Father's throne ; 
They give him glory, and again 
Repeat his praise, and say, Amen* 
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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Every preacher should have these three qual- 
ifications : — 1. A little good sense in his head ; 
for God does not employ foolishness in his ser- 
vice. 2. Plenty of good grace in his heart. 
Nothing will do without this ; for a man can- 
not preach about what he knows not, and has 
not. 3. A goodrcompetent knowledge of the word 
of God. A man must study the things of God, 
and give himself wholly to them. And we have 
reason to thank Grod that there are now so many 
precious helps, good commentaries, and other 
books, which give abundant information. 

Every subject of Christ's kingdom will natu- 
rally be desirous of entire conformity to the holy 
laws of that government to which he belongs. 
These first principles must be rooted and ground- 
ed in the heart of every gospel minister, or he 
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canoot expect to preach them with power and 
success. 

He who is influenced by these truths, will 
yearn over souls in the bowels of Jesus Christy 
and be animated by a glowing anxiety that his 
hearers should feel the truths he feels himsel£ 

No considerations whatever, which are not 
immediately conducive to the introduction of 
these first principles, should ever be allowed to 
influence his mind, or attend him in his sacred 
work- He will not consider his own feelings, 
but lay himself out for the universal good ot 
the Saviour's cause. He will spend and be spent 
for the Redeemer, and die hames^^ as a good 
soldier of the cross. 

While it is acknowledged, that the labourer 
is worthy of his hire ; yet this will be the very 
last thing that will engage his ilevoted mind. 
He will " make full proof of his ministry f and, 
instead of asking when, where, and how often 
he is to preach, he will inquire how he can bring 
most souls to Christ, and do most good in his 
heavenly work. 

It is impossible to excite zeal in the minds of 
the people, if they do not witness the overflow- 
ings of that zeal in the heart of their minister. 
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Ho nmst provoke them to love and to good 
works. 



That man is a bad preacher in the pulpit, who 
is not a good preacher out of it ; and no man 
in the world has a right to stand up for God, if 
God has not adorned him with personal holi* 
ness. We should preach by what we are, as well 
as'by what we say. 

It is frequently the extreme grief of my mind, 
that after all that can be urged against the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, and on behalf of the 
purity of the gospel dispensation, base charac- 
ters will appear, who by their hypocrisy and 
impure behaviour, disgrace the cause of true re- 
ligion ; their blame is not oursy while our own 
lives are pure, and our doctrine consistent with 
the sacred standard of the word of God : but if 
those things be countenanced and practised by 
us, which are the delight of the most wanton 
and vain of mankind, will they not treat all that 
we can say against these eviLs with a smile of 
contempt, and retort the commission of their 
crimes, by reminding us of our own inconsis* 
tencies ! 



Digitized by Google 



216 THE CHRISTIAN MINI8TRT. 

There is what the Scripture ealb an aptkude 
to teach — a quickness and readiness of thought, 
well regulated by the letter of the l¥ord, and bj 
that wisdom which is from above ; and, for the 
want of this, many have entered the ministry 
to prove a burden to themselves, and a dea4 
weight to the churches they may be ealled to 
serve. Now this holy aptitude, in my opioion, 
can only be discovered by the practical exeri^isQ 
of such gifts, of which others are always better 
judges than we can be ourselves ; and such will 
be naturally called forth for the further eirer* 
cise of them by such as have felt the spiritual 
good of them to their hearts. 



Better a thousand times to have the simpUoity 
of a Peter than the eloquence of a Longinus, it 
we are but made useful to the souls ot onr fel- 
low-creatures. That preaching is always the 
best that best answers the end of preaching ; 
let us therefore go forth preaching « the gospel 
of the kingdom," and that too " with simplicity 
and godly sincerity, and not with fleshly wis- 
dom ;" and what has been done shall be again 
done. God will ever stand by his own truth, 
and if he '<be for us^ who shall be against us ?* 
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Nevw mind breaking gramnmr, if the Lord 
enables you ta break hearts and bring souls to 
Christ : but if you can acquire mental culture 
without losing zeal and holy simplicity of heart, 
your usefulness may be more extended. Take 
the hini, and work on. 



Let not any painful cold attention to manner 
and voice chill the warmth of your heart, and 
the fervency of your zeal to bring souls to God. 
Let it be your main study to feel well, that you 
may make the people feel well, and then good 
will be the result. In the church of Christ, life 
begets life all the world over, and death gen- 
erates death. ' We work badly upon the hearts 
of others, but as God in infinite mercy works 
well in us : we preach best when we feel best ; 
and the nearer we live to God, the better we 
feel. 



&0W great the charge of immortal souls ! 
Well might an apostle cry out, " Who is suffi- 
cient for these things ?" It is happy for us that 
it is written, "Ouf sufficiency is of God.** 
While with a trembling heart, I'undertake this 
19 
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work, I bless God for his promiseiy <' As thy cbiy, 
so shall thy strength be." 

, Preachmg Jesus is the best employment. O 
diat from henceforth nothing may be permitted 
to interrupt me in that most blessed work ! 

While a mir*ister preaches redemption, Jy 
Christ, unless he shows also the glorious effects 
of this redemption, he tells you of a casket with- 
out a jewel, or sets before you a fine- wrought 
picture, which leads you to admire his ability, 
though.it gives you but little idea of life. I re- 
member once conversing with a celebrated sculp- 
tor, who haiieen hewing out a block of mar- 
ble to represent one of our great patriots, Lor 
Chatham. " There," said he, *' is not that a 
fine figure ?" " Now, sir," said I, " can you put 
Kfe into it ? else, with all its beauty, it is still 
but a block of marble." Now, Christ by his 
Spirit puts life into a beauteous image, and ena« 
bles.the man he fonns to live to his praise and 
glory. 

The glory of bringing souk to Christ is Uie 
greatest honour God can confer upon us. The 
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salvation of one soal is of more worth than a 
thousand worlds. My dearest brethren in the 
ministry, may God fill us with the like ardent 
desires ta those which warmed the apostle's 
heart, when he was constrained to declare to his 
Galatian hearers, that he travailed " in birth 
again till Christ was formed in" them. 

Could we^ but explain to sinners, and make 
them feel that God, a God in Christ, is their 
glory, and that it is their privilege to glorify 
God in return, we should have more than an 
abundant recompense for all our little toil in a 
work so glorious and great. 

The need of an apostolical spirit will ever re- 
main ; because, from the corrupted state of the 
human race^ the church is continually apt to 
decline ; and, without revivals of such a 
spirit, we should soon be in a wretched state 
indeed. 



What was the character and office of an 
apostle 1 .Was it only for the time then being? 
or does it now cease to exist ?-This I seriously 
maintain ; if we are not to have apostles, it is 
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impossible that the church can live, or be €fi» 
larged, unless we have men of an apostdic spirit 
I qnote that text, the standing order oi the Lord 
Jesus, which all his ministers, more or less, as 
circumstances may direct, are bound to keep in 
view : '^ Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature f with the promise 
of an immediate vouchsafement of a Divine in- 
fluence, " I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world." Every minister will have 
enough, and more than enough, to do among 
the ignorant and profane of his vicinage, if he 
has a heart to undertake it. 



All the vast revolutions of kingdoms and em- 
pires are but for a time ; the wide-extended 
splendour of the greatest of them, as they once 
existed, is now no more : not so the soul of the 
meanest individual ; being of infinite duration, 
it is of infinite worth. How important, then, 
that our doctrine should be the most pure, our 
example the most holy, and our diligence the 
most assiduous and persevering t 



If we fix our minds on the very lowest point 
of pi vine truth, we may well feel our insufficien* 
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cy to make it known aright. The knowledge of 
Grod, for instance. My God, here I am, to speak 
of thee ; but, oh what man, what angel, what 
archangel, can^comprehend the Infinite ! 



Because I am in eSmest, men call me an en- 
thusiast ; but I am not ; mine are the words of 
truth and soberness. When I first went into 
Gloucestershire, and was walking on a* hill, I 
saw a gravel-pit fall in, and bury three human 
beings alive. I lifted up my voice for help, so 
loud, that I was heard in the town below, at a 
distance of a mile ; help came, and rescued two 
of the poor sufferers. No one called me an eji- 
thusiast then ; and when 1 see eternal destruc- 
tion ready to fall -upon poor sinners, and about 
to entomb them irrecoverably in an eternal mass 
of wo, and call aloud on them to escape, shall 
I be called an enthusiast now ? No, sinner, I 
am not an enthusiast in so doing : I call on thee 
aloud to flee for refuge to the hope set before 
thee in the gospel of Christ Jesus. 



O^at I were all heart, and soul, and spirit, 
to tell the glorious gospel of Christ to perishing 
19* 
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muldttides I I grieve before God, 1 bliish before 
man, that in every attempt I fall so short. What 
is mere zeal ? this may be exerted by many a 
person with a little activity, on the most trivial 
concerns : but when there is grace in the heart, 
wisdom in the head, and when these are ledx)n 
by the hand of meek aikTholy zeal, the result 
shall be glorious. And when ministers of God 
can deal with him for graces thus conjoined, 
what showers of blessings may we not expect 
on the church at large I 



If fkvoured at any time with what is called a 
good opportunity, I am too apt to catch my- 
self saying, " Well done I ;" when I should lie 
in the dust, and give God all the glory. Lord, 
ma^e me distrustful of myself, that I may con- 
fide in thee alone : self-dependance is the Phar* 
isee'S high road to destruction. 

Uenrenly wisdom creates heavenly utterance. 
There is something in> preaching the gospel, 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, I 
long to get at. If we deal with Divine realities, 
we ought to feel them siich, and then the people 
X9il\ id general feel with us, and acknowledge 
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die pbwer that does ^wonders on the heart; 
while dry, formal, discussional preaching, leaves 
flie hearers just where it found them. Still, 
they who are thus favoured, had tieed' to be 
blessed with a deal of humility. We are too apt 
to be proud of that which is not our own. O 
humility, humility, humility ! 



Plain language is the only profitable language 
for thoughtless ignorant sinners. How ridicu- 
lous to try to get into the hearts of such by a 
dry, set, formal discourse ! As well attempt to 
interrupt th^ course of the tide by the palm of 
your hand, as to turn the heart of a sinner 
from his accustomed abominations by such 
puny efforts. Can any, therefore, but those who 
hate the salvationof souls, deny that they should 
be sought for out of the common way, seeing it 
is notorious that the means regularly and gene- 
rally employed, not only ^ve them just where 
they found them, but leave them to get worse 
and worse ? 

How very diflfereat is the immediat«r add 
direct simplicity of the apostle Paul, in h» 
treidiment of his proud Oorinthian hearers, to 
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too many of the cold and formal productions^ 
of the present day. Oh the simplicity that is 
in Christ ! How lovely in its effects, while the 
minister preaches just as he feels, wisely regu- 
lated by the word of God, a:nd warmly anima- 
ted with a desire to bring salvation to the 
sinner's heart ! 



Cold, formal, half-way sermons, neither give 
half the offence, nor do half the good, as those 
which are plain and faithful. Truth can best 
defend itself without the assistance of our low 
cunning, in attempting to make it palatable to 
the carnal mind. 

The actor is allowed to represent imagi- 
nary things as though they were rcoZ ; while 
the minister of the truths of God is often stig- 
matized as K' madman, unless he represents real 
things as though they were imaginary. 



Rash preaching always disgusts; timid 
preaching does nothing but leave poor souls 
fast, asleep ; while bold preaching, if delivered 
under an affectionate love to the souls of men, 
and with an humUe desire to promote the glory ' 
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of God, is the only preaching that is owned 
and blessed of Him. 



It is in vain to talk how professors do act, but 
how they should act : carnal minds will be 
sure to cry out against every syllable of God*s 
most holy word ; " this is a hard saying, who 
can bear it?" but if ihey fall short of the sacred 
standard, It is the business of k faithful minis- 
try not to palliate these evils ; but to place the 
professors of religion in the balance of the 
sanctuary in due time, that they may not be un- 
deceived too late, when an everlasting " tekel" 
shall have been taken out against them. O 
that all of us, whether ministers or people, may 
thus deal with God, till we are blest with full 
evidence that God has thus dealt with us ; ac- 
cording to the apostle's prayer, " The very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray 
God your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be 
preserved blameless, unto the coming of oar 
Liord Jesus Christ." 

If you wish to gain a character as a minister 
of the word of life, you must first lose it en* 
tirely in tlM esteem of the world, and then gain 
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it by your upright and holy zeal, by your com- 
plete deadness to the world, that you may give 
yourself wholly to the work of the ministry, and 
spend and be spent in the sacred cause. Half- 
way work is odious in every profession ; but, in 
the work of God, most abominable. Sucli as 
honour Christ shall be honoured by him. 



The Christian minister preaches nothing else 
but downright despair to all those desperate 
sinners that seem determined to live and die 
in sin. 



We are to call dead sinners to repentance, be- 
cause Christ set us the, example. He who 
alone gives life, tells us, he " came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance." All 
the prophets did the same ; the general strain 
of their language was, " Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil way^, for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel ?" Did not John the Baptist preach en- 
tirely to sinners, that he might call them to re- 
pentslnce ? and was not the great work of the 
apostles to preach " repentance towards God," 
w(io << commandeth all men to repent," and to 
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pray them " in Christ's stead to be feeonciled to 
God : while even that wretched sinner, Simon 
Magus^ was directed to pray, if so be the wick- 
edness of his heart might be forgiven him ? 



My aim in every sermon, is a stout and lusty 
call to sinners, to quicken the saints, and to be 
made a universal blessing to all. 



One half the skill of preaching is to bring 
truth home to the lowest capacity of. our hear- 
ers ; and while we attempt to make them wise 
unto salvation, the world will certainly call it 
" the foolishn^s of preaching ;" but still it will 
be widely different from foolish preaching. 
While we can preach with " simplicity and 
godly sincerity, and not with fleshly wisdom," 
we may expect the same blessing which at- ' 
tended the ministry of. St. Paul, who tells us in 
the second chapter of his first epistle to the Co- 
rinthians how he went to work. 



Have there been any instances of the preach- ' 
ing of mere mpralky, on the hearts of its hear- • 
era, similar to those produced by the preaching 
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of sdvation through the infinite mercy of Gbrist 
to a ruined world ? 



The curse which so long hung over our 
country was this : — a false gospel was preach- 
ed ; and mere morality was preached in such 
a manner, that we really seemed to have preach- 
ed all the morality away, and there was scarce- 
ly common decency left. Qod could not own 
such preaching. 

That is the best minister who lives best, and 
do^ the most good. 



To preach and not to do good by it, is one of 
the greatest trials I know ; but the Lord's work 
can only be done by the Lord himself. 



There never will be good done by the minis- 
try of the word, but as God, through the re- 
demption of Christ, is honoured in preaching 
the work of his Holy Spirit, whereby alone the 
sinner can be made a new creature in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. All other remedies have been tried, 
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and are perpetually being tried, but are tried'iii 
vain. 

What is it that empties a place of worship? 
It is men preaching truths they never felt, and 
their not being applfed by the Holy Spirit. 
What is it that repleinishes a place of worship ? 
The preachings of the truth in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, and its application by the Holy 
Spirit to the consciences of its hearers. 



When the gospel is preached, all may be 
done ; when this is not preached, nothing can 
be done. I once heard of a fine florid preacher, 
who was asked if he had done any good by his 
preaching. He hummed and hawed, and said, 
at- last, he did not know ; but he found the 
people virtuous, and tried to keep them so ! 
Very strange doctrine this! a physician does 
not heal one sick person ; but then — ^he does 
not make any sick that are well ! 

There is nothing like holy zeal to s^t a min- 
ister to work. If we are not zealous for the pro* 
motion of the cause we have in hand, we shall 
never be able to promote it " The zeal of thine 
20 
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house,'' said our blessed Lord, " hath consumed 
me." It is a mercy to be zealous for the good 
of souls. 



The best covetousness a minister can possess, 
is to be covetous after the souls of men. We 
should judge our work is never done, while one 
single unconverted soul is. within our reach. 
Alas, then ! how little have we done in com- 
parison of what we have to do I O for more of 
that holy zeal, which n;iakes us travail in birth 
again, till Christ shall be formed within the 
souls of thousands that are dead in trespasses 
and sins ! 



This day I finished the 64th year of my age. 
How far the greater portion is now passed by ! 
What cause of repentance and humiliation that 
I have done so little for Him who has done so 
much for me ! O for more zeal and devoted- 
ness of spirit, that the little remains of my time 
may be more fully dedicated to the glory of God 
and the salvation of mankind. 



It is pleasant to preach in those places where 
one has to declare the same truths the minister 
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himself delivers to the people ; as it not only 
tends to the confirmation of the truths of the 
gospel, hut increases and promotes brotherly- 
love. 



Though no new thing is brought to people's 
ears by ministers exchanging pulpits occasion- 
ally, yet, as every man has his peculiar gift, 
such exchange of labours has a wonderful ten- 
dency to arouse the spirits of the people, and to 
promote a life of spirituality and brotherly love 
among the ministers themselves. 



That congregation is surely forsaken of the 
Lord, which is forsaken by the poor. O for 
that glorious day, when all the friends of the 
gospel shall be as oiae ! While we have nothing 
in view but to promote the great salvation of 
God our Saviour, surely matters of less import- 
ance should g^ve way to the greater. 



Converts made by mere human persuasion 
only corrupt the church, having nothing but , 
a name to live, while they are dead. Death 
must be the result of any connexion with them j 
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while nolhiilg revives the church so dehghtfiiUy, 
as wheu it is frequently the birthplace of soul^. 
Such are the only evidences and seals^ to the 
ministers themselves, that they are sent of God. 



Reproof from the pulpit frequently goes for 
nothing, however sharp and pointed it may be ; 
but when we adopt the Scripture rule, and "put 
away from us such wicked persons ;" we not only 
clear ourselves of the reproach attached to their 
offensive conduct, but give ouir decided testi- 
mony in defence of the purifying influences of 
the gospel ; and repel the unjust and malignant 
charge of many, who slanderously report it as 
our doctrine, that we may " continue in sin that 
grace may abound." 

Oh that we may never be backward upon 
any occasion, to prove before all how greatly 
we admire the grace of our Holy Redeemer, who 
came to << purify to himself a peculiar peofde, 
zealous of good works." 



What waa accomplished by the preaching of 
our Lord ? His wonji was indeed with authority^ 
and his astonished heaiiers were constrained to 
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acknowledge, <^ never man spake like this man.^ 
But notwithstanding all this, and though he had 
multitudes for his hearers, insomuch that he 
was obliged to take the mountain for his pulpit ; 
though he went about from village to village, 
and from city to city, to preach the gospel of the 
kingdom ; we find no more after the crucifixion 
than a hundred and twenty souls collected 
together in an upper room for fear of the Jews. 
Where were the .multitudes that attended our 
Lord, and were fed by his miracles? The 
glorious power was not yet revealed, that 
efiectually does the work ; " the Spirit was not 
yet g^ven, because Jesus was not yet glorified.'' 
He must first '' put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself." It was not meet that the blessing 
should be vouchsafed till the curse was removed; 
but when once the great work was finished, 
when Jesus had ascended into his heavenly 
kingdom, according to the glorious word^ " Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall 
come in f when he had finished his conquests, 
and had << ascended up on high, leading cap- 
tivity captive ;^^ then came the blessed time 
when he would give his << gifts to msa^ even 
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the rebellious," and oome and dwell aanong 
them. 



We must endure all things for the salvation 
of souls. 



I pray that when my time comes, I may die 
with an honest pulpit conscience, that I have 
preached the truth fh>m my heart. 



Ever since my Master has put me into office, 
I have esteemed it my duty to remember his 
admonition, " As ye go, preach." I am happy 
to vittt my friends, if they cap find me a place 
to preach in. 

Affluence is a share ; a decent independent 
competency is a blessing^-a blessing indeed, if 
thereby we can preach Jesus freely, and prove 
to the poor of the flock, that we can sacrifice 
our own profit, if we can be profitaUe to 
theuL 



My condescending Master loved the poor, and 
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it is impious in his ministers to dare to desi»se 
them. 



While we are straitened in our expecta- 
tions, the blessing is withheld ; but when our 
hearts are enlarged, the more we ask, the jnore 
we have. 
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CHAPTER Xa 



AFFLICTIONS AND DEATH. 

We are made up of sad, thoughtless, inatten- 
tive materials, liable to be allured with present 
objects more than we should be. In this carnal 
state We are terribly apt to be carnally minded, 
and this generates death to the soul. To have 
a life hid with Christ in God, is a state infinitely 
beyond that which human nature can ever 
reach. He that created souls alone can re- 
create them, and enable us to live above our- 
selves and above the world, that we may be 
brought into a state of nearness to God. For 
the accomplishment of this sacred purpose, we 
must have our aflBlictions on the earth. We all 
are bom to have them as sinners, and when 
born again, they are perpetually needed to 
bring us near to God : and as we are prone to 
perpetual backslidings and revoltings, a repe- 
tition of them is equally needed, to prevent us 
from getting wanton, careless, and secure. Holy 
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patience is not the natural growth of the, human 
heart, yet in that frame of mind we can alone 
find our resting-place in a trying hour : we 
must be still, that we may know the Lord our 
God. 



We are to have bitters (tribulatiqns) to quicken 
our appetite. There is no good in tribulation 
merely in itself. Let trials come ; it is a mercy 
to be kept in straight paths that shall ultimately 
bring us right. We don't like the probing 
knife; we don't like taking bitters; when we 
prefer sweets, these things are not .pleasant ; 
but it shall be productive of good or harm. If 
it has its proper effect, it worketh patience : we 
must have the grace of patiently waiting upon 
God ; 'tis best for me I should wait, with holy 
submission, his righteous mind and will. Ex- 
perience worketh hope. I think I may venture 
to call Hope the eldest daughter of Faith. If 
ever I meet with mercy, it is from the unmerited 
love of God to my soul. Hear with astonish- 
ment the lai^ charter of blessings promised : 
" All things are yours." 1 have, in reading the 
promises of God, a hope that I shall be well ofl^ 
and a hope in his providential mercy, a hope in 
hiB sancdfying mercies, a hope in his statement 
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that there is an infinite falness in Christ. Expe- 
rience — it means the language of proof ; I am 
sare things are as they are ; in short, it is all 
safe in Christ. 



The three Hebrew children might have 
escaped the fiery furnace upon very easy terms ; 
one obsequious bowr would have done it. They 
could have delivered themselves, but they rather 
chose to be delivered by their God. Perhaps 
you are detained in a fiery iurnace, that you 
may be kept in a holy, humble, childlike de- 
pendance upon Gk)d. 



What pleases the Lord, ofientimes displeases 
us ; and yet we at all times ought to say. What- 
ever is, is best. If we could but get more out of 
self, the hell of self, and live more in Gkxl, we 
should live more to his glory. 

We shall have to bless God for the storm that 
heaves us into the harbour of eternal rest 

"The Lord careth for the righteous ; be know- 
eth all their sorrows." We are ignorant, and 
know not how much trouble we need. Our 
heavenly Phjrsician knows precisely what is best 
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We cannot have our souls in kinder hands ; let 
us then be quiet. Let us not direct him, but 
let him direct us. 

We shall have more to dp to bless God for 
what he denies us, than for what he gives us. 

Let the Lord choose my lot, and let me be 
contented with it. 

Let me be right with God, and then let provi- 
dences pass as they may, all will be right. 

Our Lord chose the scenes of very humble 
life ; he was to be found among the poor of the 
earth. , " Though he was rich, yet for our sakes 
he became poor.^ 

Many of the wicked seem to be wonderfully 
fevour^ in a way of providence, while the 
Lord often chooses poverty for hig people as the 
best for them. Look at many of the rich and 
the great, and see what is the result of their 
prosperity. 

The deepest calamities or judgments that can 
come upon a people, will do them no good 
without the Lord blesses them. 



Pure metals shine the brighter the harder 
they are rubbed. The Lord alone can prepare 
our hearts to receive the splendour of light, 
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whereby w£ are enabled to shine forth to his 
glory. If sharp trials are necessary for the 
accomplishment of this glorious end, what a 
mercy firom Gk)d when he sends them ! 



If I meet with a calamity, it ceases to be a 
calamity, if God blesses me under it ; and when, 
by a trial in providence, God calls me to take 
up a cross, he lines it with love, and I bear it 
with ease. 



There is nothing in the world so plainly 
proves a man to be in a bad state, as when he is 
hardened under affliction, and feels no yielding 
under the stroke that bids him yield himself to 
the Lord. 



There is no difficulty in showing our courage| 
when there is nothing to oppose it. We may 
easily run through a pillar of smoke, but not so 
through the ranks of a hostile foe. When we 
see the children of God in such a vile world as 
this, walking in his fear, they glorify Him more 
than angels can. What has Gabriel to prevent 
his lofty song? When I see you alive in the 
midst of death, and holy in the midst of impurity, 
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' I see woaders upon the earth ; and miracles of 
grace are displayed upon you. 

Sanctified afflictions are spiritual promotions: 
what a mercy to be better for the rod ! 

Do not be disheartened when your trials are 
a(harp, leave them to God ; charge your souls^ 
on him, and so get the victory by faith. 

The nearer I get to my end, the more I see 
of the importance of preaching those things 
which relate to the Divine realities of death and 
eternity. 



It is a solemn thought when we consider we 
are living in that speck of time, between the 
eternity that is past and the eternity that is to 
come. Soon time, with us, will be ended, and 
we shall enter that vast eternity. It matters 
but little to me, whether I now address the 
young or the old. Should you that are young 
live to be as old as I now am, [86,] you will be 
astonished at the httle space of time between 
youth and old age. There is not one, old like 
myself but will say, when he looks back to 
21 
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the time when he was at school, that it ^>pear8 
but as yesterday. Oh I it is a solemn thougbti 
that when we were bom, we were born for eter- 
nity ; and as sure as we were bom, so surely 
we must die, — ^and how uncertain when ! 



When we remember that all men. are dying 
creatures, and that every moment is bringing 
them nearer to eternity, one wonders at their 
indifference to eternal matters. 



Did we but duly consider that we hasten as 
fiist as time can carry us to that judgment-seat 
where all these shadows shall be eternally for- 
gotten, we should be more apt to respect that 
man as the wisest who contends most earnestly 
for the substance of religion. 



Death is at all times an awful event, and we 
cannot rejoice over that which in itself is sent 
as a curse ; but, blessed be God, we can still 
stand on the Rock of ages, and from thence can 
look down into the chambers of the grave with 
serenity. We are taught to sing, "O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?" 
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We none of us can lie down and die com- 
fortably, but as we are led to say, by spiritual 
life working in our souls, when death is doing 
its last office on the body, " I live ; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me." 



I can only look upon death as a dreary curse 
brought into the world by sin ; and when 1 can 
look upon Christ my life, 1 can stand upon 
those high hills of salvation, where I can say^ 
" O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory ?" 



It is no sign that we value the blessing of God, 
in the enjoyment of those who appeared to be 
raised up for useful and valuable purposes, if 
we can part with them without regret. That 
mind is badly framed which prefers stoical in- 
difference to Christian sensibility ; and though 
the pain is abundantly more acute, where those 
finer feelings of the mind are found to exist, yet 
who that deserves the name of a human being 
would wish to be without them? The man 
without natural affection is but a monster in 
human shape. To weep with those that weep, 
is as much our duty, as to rejoiee with those 
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that rejoice, while there is a secret consolation 
that it flows from the mind of Christ within us ; 
for when the fsunily of his l^end Lazarus par- 
took of the cup of human wo, << Jesus wept." 



These painful deprivations are all from the 
hands of God. We deserve them as judgments, 
and by raising up others again, he can restore 
them in mercy ; and if our outward adversity 
tends to inward prosperity, even from our sharp- 
est trials we shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Fruitless 
sorrow can produce nothing. better than rebel- 
Uous murmurings before God; while patient 
submission sweetens every bitter, and enables 
us to say that all is well. It is not an unpleas- 
ing melancholy, while we can recollect those 
pleasing qualities, those heavenly graces, which 
cannot die with those that die, and which they 
once possessed while they were on this lower, 
this pilgrim state with us. 

It is easy to part with that which is of little 
value ; but the more valuable our blessings are, 
the more we feel when they are taken from us. 
It is a mercy to live well ; it is a mercy to die 
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well; and though it appears as a judgment 
when such friends are taken from us, blessed be 
God, the bright day will come, when we shall 
meet again, see ajs we are seen, know as we are 
known, and be for ever with the Lord. 



Our losses are not irreparable, if he who de- 
creed them becomes more abundantly the por- 
tion of our hearts ; nor yet severe, if we can 
believe that the darkest providence has a brighter 
side than the eye of sense can discern. Holy 
serenity of mind is no proof of apathy and un- 
feeling indifference, but rather of a dignified 
and submissive calmness, before Him who 
doeth all things well. 
2V 
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CHAPTER Xra. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Life is a wonderful gih. It dwells in beasts 
to go out and never to be let in again ; but it 
dwells in man as a spark of God's own kindling, 
which is never to be extinguished, but to bum 
fiwr ever and ever. 



What a mercy it is to enjoy health, if we are 
but enabled to enjoy it to the glory of God. 



It is a fine thing to have an understanding. 
Some of the most wonderful of the works of 
Grod know nothing of their own existence. The 
sun, while it shines with all its splendour and 
glory round the world, knows nothing of its 
Bfaker, or of its own existence. But I have a 
mind capable of understanding God. God be 
praised, I have a knowledge of the existence of 
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Him whom to kfiow is Ufe etonud, awl ^om 
to serve is heayeuapon earth. 



No sooner had our first parents brought sin 
into the world by their transgression, and 
scarcely had Divine justice pronounced the 
curse, when sovereign mercy dropped the gra- 
cious promise, " the Seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head ;" thus was the gospel 
first preached in paradise itself ; they to whom 
it was preached, we trust, lived upon the 
promise given, and looked with long ezpecta^ 
tion after it ] they even seemed to conclude they 
had obtained the accomplishm^t, when Eve, 
upon the birth of her first son, to render the pas- 
sage more literally than our translators, cried, 
"I have gotten a man, the Lord." This we 
may call the firs^ spring of mercy to Miaa 
man. 



The fiimily of Abraham was the casket in 
which the jewel of Divine truth was preaerved| 
till it iriione forth with dl its lustre, under the 
gospel diq)ensation. 
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Where there is an earnest desire for spiritual 
knowledge, it will soon be granted. 



The gospel of " Christ is all in all ;" to glory- 
in it should be our glory, while to be ashamed of 
it is our greatest disgrace. 



Mr. 'Hill once preaching to / an agricultural 
congregation, wanted to answer the question, 
''Have not the heathen sufficient light, and 
if so,, why should we trouble ourselves about 
them?" he remarked that they did not properly 
use the light they possessed. He supposed the 
whole family at the farm-house to be assemble^ 
round the fire in the large kitchen on a winter's 
evening. The work of the day was over ; the 
&rmer was quietly smoking his pipe, and now 
and then entertaining the children with his oft- 
repeated tales, while the good wife was knitting 
at his side. Just when all were thus enjoying 
themselves, the plough-boy opened the door, and 
cried out in great alann, " Master, master, there 
are thieves in the yard." All was consternation. 
The farmer rushed to the closet to get his lantern; 
be lighted the candle and ran out, holding the 
light up to his head, and advanced with cautious 
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Steps. - In the ymrd was the wheelbanow, and 
over it the fiurmer tumUed. Why did he fall ? 
Not because he was without light, but because 
he did not use it properly — so it is with the 
heathen. 



Oh what preposterous creeds some people 
must make for themselves ; and with what as- 
tonishing negligence must they read their Bibles, 
who can suppose that all the vast expense of 
sufferings, and love from God our Saviour — that 
all the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit 
himself should produce just nothing ! Scarcely 
a shade of difference between the professed dis- 
ciples of the Lord, and the avowed people of 
the world. 

And are these the disciples as described ia 
the sacred volume, who /^ {duck out right eyes — 
who cut off right hands — who strive to enter in 
at the strait gate — ^who are giving all diligence 
to make their calling and election sure — who 
are running so that they inay obtain — ^^o are 
pressing towards the prize of the mark of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus— who are 
fighting the good fight of faith— who are deny- 
ing themselves and taking up their cross daily — 
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who are forsaking all they have that they may 
^e Christ's disciples?* What a " deceived heart 
must have tum^ them aside !" Who can sup- 
pose that Christ and Belial, God and Mammon, 
can thus be blended with each other, so as to 
produce such disciples as are acceptable in his 
sight! 



Carnal visiting among half-way professors of 
the gospel does infinite harm ; and, if I may 
use the expression, extremely carnalizes the 
church. This, in the present day, is not needed. 
There is, however, no way to heaven but 
through " a strait gate." 

Nothing so much proves our election, as stri- 
ving to be among and like those who have 
every mark and appearance of being the elect 
of God. 



No poverty can be an excuse for sin. 

As there is nothing disgraceful in poverty, so 
the poor need not be ashamed of their humble 
state: there being nothing that is really shame- 
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fill, but that which renilers us sinful in the sight 
ofGkxi. 

As we grow old, it is fit we should grow 
modest. 



See you the sun, how majestically and bright- 
ly it sheds its parting beams around you ? I 
have heard that the rays of the setting sun 
produce a most salutary effect on the vegetable 
world : oh that my setting sun, which must 
soon go down in death, may, during the evening 
of my days, be more and more blessed in shed- 
ding a beneficial light on the trees the Lord hath 
planted and is watering to his glory. 



All music should have a sacred end and 
design ; then it can never be too good, nor can 
they be too good who join in the solemn ser- 
vice. 

Perhaps nothing so nearly represented the 
joys of heaven, as the singing of t^e psalms of 
David in the temple of old. 

May all our praises be intermixed with prayer, 
and prayer with praise, and all will be well. 
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The greatest honour «rhiebca» be pot tipott 
the seienoe of orasiG, is found in die sacred 
Scriptures themselves ; the joys of heaven being 
r^pffeseoted to us by ttiose delightful charms. 
Is it fit that such a science should be employed 
for the celebration of the worst of passioois ? Oh I 
how most: the Christian fed, when he discovers 
the artifice of theenemy of souls, thus to snatch 
that sacred torch firom the altar of God's own 
erecting, to kindle a feme for purposes so oppo- 
site to aJl the holy designs of heaven. 



What fits for hell, in a measure is hell. God 
splits our punishments to our crimes. No peo- 
ple are so tortured as those who possess satanic 
minds. 



Were the gospel to prevail universally, it 
would turn our mis^raUe world into the parah 
dise of God. 



FINIS. 
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